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We have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is

love; and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in

him.—I John iv. 16.
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TO THE

PARISHIONERS

OF

St. DUNSTAN's IN THE WEST.

My dear Brethren,

Itake this opportunity of acknow-

ledging the many and great favours

which I have received from you. My
gratitude cannot better appear, than in

labouring to the beft of my power in

that ftation to which you have called

me. Ever fmce you were pleafed una-

nimoufly to choofe me your Le6lurer,

I have endeavoured to difcharge my

duty as one who mull give an account ;

and in what manner I difcharge it, let

thefe Sermons, which I now dedicate

unto you, bear witnefs. There is a

Vol. V. A great
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great and awful day at hand, in which

the righteous fcarcely fhall be faved,

and where then fliall the wicked and

ungodly appear ? On this day at the

bar of the almighty Judge I muft ftand

to give an account of my miniftry

among you : knowing therefore the ter-

ror of the Lord, I have not Hiurmed to

declare unto you the whole counfel of

God. He knoweth my heart, and he

has feen how honeftly I have preached

the word, and how earneft I have been

with him in prayer for a bleffmg upon

it. Oh that I may deliver my own

foul ! And God grant you may deli-

ver yours. You have heard me for

fome years, and chiefly upon the fame

fubjeft. I hope you are not tired of

hearing of the love of Jefus to poor

helplefs fmners ; I am fure I am not tired

of fpeaking upon it. The firft Sermon

I preached among you was upon this

text,
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text, I Cor. ii. I, 2. *' And I, brethren,

" when I came to you, came not with

" excellency of fpeech, or of wifdom,

" declaring unto you the teflimony of

" God : for I determined not to know

" any thing among you, fave Jefas

" Chrift, and him crucified." What I

then determined in God's ftrength, I

have thus far been enabled to perform.

The great fabje6t of all my preaching,

as ye know, is Chrift Jefus the Lord, in-

viting and calling carelefs fmners from

the error of their ways, and preffing

them to come to Chrift for the pardon

of their fins, for ftrength to fubdue fin,

and for grace to do good works plea-

fant and acceptable unto God. This

pardon, ftrength, and grace, are not ta

be had, but from Chrift. He alone has

them to give ; and that you might fee

the necefTity of applying to him for

them, I have been continually fetting

A 2 fQrth
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forth the mifety of fallen man, until

he receives Chrift Jefus the Lord for

his Saviour and his God, and the com-

plete happinefs he enjoys after he has

received him. With \\'hat fuccefs I have

preached you muft give an account at

the fame awful bar, at which I am to

be tried, and before a judge who is no

refpecter of perfons. Oh that I may

not appear againPf. any of you in that,

great day. I have good reafon to be-

lieve that many of you w'ill then be,

I pray God you may all then be, my

joy and crown of rejoicing. Happy

will it be for you and me, if I Ihould

fee the judge place you all on his right

hand. And whether you w^as brought

to this blellednefs by my miniftry. or

not, if you do but enjoy it I lhall have

caufe to glorify God on your behalf.

My brethren, the time is fliort. Work

while it is day : for the night cometh,

in
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in which no man can work. It is but

a fliort day, in which you have to

finifh the work of eternity ; therefore

give all diligence to make your calling

and ele6lion fure. Get pofTeiTion and

enjoyment of the prefcnt graces of fal-

vation, without vv hich you cannot have

any well-grounded hopes of eternal fal-

vation. Jefus mud fave you from the

guilt, and fave you from the dominion

of fin, he muft juftify you by his

righteoufnefs, and fan6tify you by his

fpirit, before you can fee the face of

God with joy in his kingdom of glory.

And have you then received thefe graces

from him ? This, my beloved bre-

thren, is the moft interefting queftion

you can put to yourfelves. Upon the

decifion of it depends an eternity of

happinefs or mifery. Have you received

thefe graces, or not ? May he, that

tcachcth man wifdom, teach you to

anfwer
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anfwer it to yourfelves, as you -tedll anfwer

it to him. May he lead you into all

truth. Save you from all fm. Enable

you to live to his glory, and make you

happy in his love herej in time, and in

eternity.

God knoweth, that this is the prayer

of my heart. When that folemn day

fhall come, in which all fecrets fliall

be laid open, then it will be known

with what view I have written this

Dedication. God grant my defign in it

may be anfwered, and may it then ap-

pear that you have reaped the profit

from it which I moft heartily dcfired.

Having taken this occafion of thanking

you for all temporal favours, my love

to your fouls would not let me lofe

an opportunity of fpeaking a word for

Chrift, although it was out of the pul-

pit. He has unfearchable, ineftimablc

and eternal riches in his power, and

to



DEDICATION. xl

to perfuade you to feek them has been

and fhall be the labour, and to in-

treat him to beftow them upon you,

fhall be the prayer, of

Your faithful Minifter and

Servant in the Lord Jefus,

WILLIAM ROMAINE.





PREFACE.

Reader,

I HERE offer thee a Volume of Ser-

mons upon fome parts of the Song of

Songs. They were compofed and preach-

ed at a time, when I had fome thoughts

of treating the whole book in a plain

pradlical way ; but that defign being

laid afide, I have made fome of the

Sermons pubHc, hoping they may be

the means of removing men's preju-

dices, and of reconciling their minds to

this fweet portion of God's holy word.

It is a certain, but a melancholy

matter of fa6l, that there has been more

ridicule wafted upon the Song, than up-

on any other portion of God's word.

And we need not marvel at it. The
devil has a particular fpite againft this

book ; he hates the fubje6l, and he hates

the compofition. Pie cannot bear to

hear
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hear of man's being reflored to that

felloAvfhip and communion with God
which himfelf once had, but can never

hope for again : and therefore this trea-

tife upon it is the objeil of his moft

devihlh mahce, and he is ahvays ftirring

up his agents to write and to fpeak

contemptibly of it. And he has been

too fuccefsful in his temptation. Many
perfons fell into it, becaufe it flattered

their pride. They fet up themfelves

for judges of all fubje6ts, divine as well

as human, and made their reafon the

criterion of all truth. They tried this

book by their reafon, and they did not

underfhand it, therefore they thought no

body did. Upon the force of this con-

clufion they took a general licence to

ridicule it ; but the conclufion is not

logical : for certainly the book may be

intelligible, although they do not un-

derftand it. Modeft reafon would in-

cline them to be of this opinion, be-

caufe many learned men in every age

have thought it intelligible, and many

good men without much learning have

imderftood it. The true caufe of which
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was this : They underfhood the fubjecl

treated of in this book, which the ene-

mies of it did not. A deaf man is as

good a judge of a fine piece of mufic,

as a man who has no real heart-love

for God is of a treatife upon the love

of God : for as he has no knowledge

of the fubje6l, how can he underfland

what is written upon it ? If a man
ignorant of mathematics was to take up

Sir Ifaac Newton's Principia, and to

cry out, What fluff is this ? Who can

make any thing of thcfe ftrange lines

and figures, and thefe A's and B's ? A
great mathematician ftanding by would

pity the poor man's ignorance. In like

manner when any perfon takes up a

book upon com.raunion with God, and

either does not believe there is fuch a

thing, or has had no experience of it,

how can he underftand what is written?

It muft appear to him mere jargon and

gibberilli ; and if he has a talent at ri-

dicule, here is a tempting occafion for

him to difplay it. Whereas the fault

is not in the book, but in the man
who reads it. It may be a perfo6l com-

pofition.
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pofition, and he may be no judge of it.

The book is plain enough to them who
are properly qualified to read it. If you

imderftand the true genius of the tongue

in which it was written, and have fome

infight into the fubjccl of v\-hich it treats,

it will then be as intelligible as any other

portion of fcripture ; but the enemies of

this book underftand neither of thefe

particulars. They are not qualified to

judge, and yet they venture to condemn

it : for

Firft, They are not acquainted with

the nature of the Hebrew tongue, without

which no man fhould pretend to be a

critic upon the writings of the Old Tefta-

ment. If any pcrfon fliould write pro-

feficdly againft Homer, and try to prove

there vcas no genius, invention, or fubli-

mity in his poems, with what contempt

would the learned treat his performance,

cfpecially if they knew that this ignora-

mus, did not underftand one word of

Greek, no nor one letter. If fuch an at-

tack upon Homer appear ridiculous to

men of learning, how much more ridicu-

lous fnould an attack of the fame nature

appear
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appear upon a treatife in Hebrew : becaufe

the Hebrew is more difficult to be tranf-

lated, \vord for word, than any Greek

author can be. It has fome peculiar pro-

perties and idioms, which no other lan-

guage has, with which every critic fhould

be acquainted, left: he fhould raife objec-

tions that would only betray his own ig-

norance. The Hebrew is a fixt language.

It is not like ours, arbitrary and change-

able. We are continually gaining fome

new word, or dropping fome obfolete one,

or affixing fome new idea to a word,

which we have done remarkably in the

word charity. When our liturgy was

compiled, and afterwards when the pre-

fent tranflation of the Bible was made,

charity fignified love, but now we ufe it

for nothing but giving of alms. If you

were to ufe it In its ancient fenfe, and to

talk of the charity of God, who y;ould

not be underftood. But the Hebrew is

free from thefc impcrfe6lions. It is fixt in

nature, and cannot change, unlefs nature

iliould. Every word ftands for fome ma-

terial and fenfible objedl, w^hich God
created to reprefent and to give us ideas

of



PREFACE.

of fome correfpondent and fpiritual ob-

je6t. Like as in parables there is an out-

ward and literal fenfe, by which an in-

ward and fpiritual meaning is conveyed,

fo is it in every Hebrew word. And a

critic iTiouId underftand Hebrew upon this

plan. He Ihould be acquainted with the

genius of the Hebrew tongue, and with

its manner of expreiTmg fpiritual things

under their appointed images in nature.

And it is more necellary he fhould have

this knowledge in order to underftand

this book, becaufe it is the worft tranflated

of all fcripture. Our tranflators have

not failed more in any part of the Old

Teftament, than they have here. Inftead

of giving us the fpiritual meaning of the

words, they have feldom given us any

thing but the literal fenfe, and fometimes

they have given us the Hebrew word with-

out any tranflation at all. If they had

tranflated the prophecy of Ifaiah in the

fame injudicious manner, it would have

been as abftrufe as this book is. I hope

to fee it made as intelligible as the pro-

phecy of Ifaiah. There are feveral per-

fonis at prefent in our church of great

leifure
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Icilure, and great abilities, and it is much

to be wiihed they would employ them in

explaining this book. The moft proper

method they could take feems to me, to

fettle firft the true literal fenfe of every

word in the Song, and then, as it is entirely

a fpiritual book, treating of communion

with God, to fix the fpiritual idea to each

word ; and where we have not a proper

word in Englifh to exprefs the full fenfe

of a Hebrew word, they might give it in a

iliort paraphrafe. Whenever this is done

the mouths of our ignorant mockers will

be flopped, and it will appear that all

their objeftions arofe from their igno-

rance.

Thus the enemies of this book are i^no-

rant of the true genius of the Hebrew
tongue, in which it is written, and they

borrow tiieir arguments againfl it not from

the faults of the book itfelf, but from the

faults in the tranilation ; and they are

alfo ignorant of the fubject upon which
it treats. It is one of the deep things of

God, which the natural man cannot un-

derftand. He has none of this love to

God which is here defcribed, nor can he

attain
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attain it by any means in his own power.

It is a love that comes down from God.

He is the giver of it, and it is fhed abroad

in the heart by the Holy Spirit, who be-

ftov/s the comforts of it upon them that

are pardoned and reconciled to the Father

in the Son of his love, and that can there-

fore truly fay with the apoftle John

—

" We know and have believed the love

" that God hath to us." Whoever fits

down to read this book, be he ever fo

learned in other matters, yet if he has no

knowledge of God's love to him, he can-

not underftand what he reads. The ob-

je6lors to this book are fo far from pre-

tending to have any of this experimental

love of God, that they laugh at it and

ridicule it ;
whereby they plainly declare,

that they are not judges of the fub-

je61: upon which this book treats, and

therefore they are not fit to fit in judgment

upon it.

Thefe are the two principal reafons why
this book is fo little underilood, and fo

much ridiculed. I need not enlarge upon

them here, becaufe they are often taken

notice of in the Sermons, to which I refer

the
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the reader. When I firft thought of

making them pubUc, I did not forefee

how feafonable they would be. It ap-

pears to me quite providential, that thele

Sermons upon the love of God lliould be

publifhed juft at this time, when 1 am
furioully attacked by a namelefs writer,

and charged with preaching nothing but

hell and damnation. It would have been

as true a charge, if he had faid I always

preached in Hebrew. This volume fhall

anfwer for me. Here my doflrine is, Be-

lieve and thou ihalt be faved, love God
and thou fhalt be happy. May he who
has this faving belief, and this happy love

to give, for his mercy's fake beftow them

upon this my bitter enemy and open per-

fecutor.

I have nothing more to add, but to in-

treat the blefTer of all nations to accom-

pany the reading of thefe Sermons with his

bleffing. May he water them with the

dew of his heavenly grace, and render

them ufeful and profitable to every perfon

into whofe hands they may fall. Reader,

if thou findeft any un6lion from the Holy
Vol. V. B One
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One in them, and reapeft any benefit from

them, give God the glory, and pray for

the author. Thou canft not do me any

fervice which I more \%ant or value than

thy prayers. Pray, that the grace of

Chrift may do more in me, and that I

may do more for Chrift. And in return

I will pray for thee, that the Spirit of the

living God may enable thee to underftand

this divine Song, and to experience the

comforts of its do6lrine, and then thou

wait be in poffeflion of the greateft hap-

pinefs thou canft enjoy on this fide of

heaven.

Upon revifing thefe fheets for a new

edition of the following Sermons, I had

great reafon to blefs the Lord God, ^lat

my views of this fubje6l were the fame as

they w^ere feveral years ago—only con-

firmed by long experience. It is a good

thing to be eftablifhed in the truth, and by

conftant ufe to get into holy and happy

practice. When the behever has re-

ceived Chrift, it is his privilege to be

growing up into him in all things. Flou-

rifhing.Uke a palm tree, and mounting up

like
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like the cedar in Lebanon. Certain doc-

trines are then not to be difputed. The

eflfential glory of Immaniicl—The abfo-

lute perfe6lion of his faving \vork---The

efFe61:ual appUcation of it to the con-

fciences, to the hearts, and to the Uves of

believers by the Koly Spirit ; in thefe it

is good and right that there fliould be no

variablenefs nor Ihadow of turning. Jefus

Chrift, and his work, and his Spirit, and

his fulnefs, being the fame, yeiterday, to

day, and for ever.

Much has been written and fpoken

againft thefe Sermons, as if I had therein

made too much of Chrift. I think it im-

poflible. His perfon is above all bleffing

and praife. His falvation is infinitely per-

fe6l, and contains an eternal fulnefs of all

graces and glories. His promifes are ex-

ceeding great and exceeding precious—

already made good to him, as the head,

and by him made good to all his people.

When the fpirit of life that is in him fets

them free from the law of fin and of death,

they are pardoned, and righteous, and
holy, and blelTed in the Beloved. W^hicli

. B 2 of
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of them can come up to the greatnefs of

fuch a fubje6l ? Who can (hew forth all

the praifes of fuch a Jefus ? I cannot.

Inftead of thinking that I have fpoken

too highly of him, I am very fenfible of

my many and great failings. May the

glorifier of Jefus enable me to fpeak more

worthily of him in earth and heaven.



DISCOURSES

VPON THE

SONG OF SOLOMON.

SERMON 1.

CHAP. i. VER. r.

The Song of Songs, zvbich is Solomon'j.

God is love. The whole fcripture is a hiftory

of the wonders which his iove has done for tlic

children of men. It was love which firft gave

being to the univerfe. The fame continued love

has prefervcd it. But the defcription of the

works of creation and prefervation takes up a

fmall part of the facred volume. The great

fubjecl of it is redeeming love. In this fvveet

and amiable light God lias propofcd himfclf to

Our confideration. Vl'hen his jufticc was ofilcnd-

cd at the tranfgreffion of his holy law, his love

contrived how to get glory to every divine attri-

bute, by pardoning and faving the tranfgreflbr.

He had ]-)ro\ id<-d tlie covenant of grace, in which

was
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was the richeft difplay of his infinite love. In

this covenant he glories. He fets it forth and

recommends it, as the greateft work of God, and

has revealed the Old Teftament and the New
to demonftrate to fmners, that our redeeming

God is love. When Mofes defired to fee his

glory, he did not refer him to the works of

creation, or to the inftances which he had feen

of his almighty power ; but he fent him to the

mercies of redemption, in v/hich he might have

the ftrongeft evidences of God's glory. He
proclaimed himfelf as the Old Teftament God,

under the ftile and title of—" The Lord, the

" Lord God, merciful and gracious, long fuffer-

" ing, and abundant in goodnefs, and truth,

*' keeping mercy for thoufands, forgiving ini-

" quity and tranfgreffion and fm." (Exod. xxxiv.

6, 7.) This defcription was fiilfilled, when the

brightnefs of divine glory was revealed in the

pcrfon of Jefus Chrift. When he came into the

world to fave men from their fins, then his dif-

ciples beheld his glory, and believed that God
was love : then they faw the completion of what

was written in all the fcriptures, more efpecially

in the Song of Songs, concerning the greatnefs of

redeeming love : for though all fcripture treats

largely of it, yet this is an entire treatife upon

the fubjeft. It contains a lively defcription of

the perfect love which our redeeming God has

for returning finners, and of the grateful affection

vvhich
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which his Jove ftirs up in them. lie relates

what graces and bleffings he would beftow upoii

tiicm, and they exprefs their happinefs in the

enjoyment of his graces and bleffings. He finds

them black and deformed finncrs, and he prelents

them fair and without fpot in the fight of God,

and they, knowing him to be their beloved and

their friend, fee him altogether lovely. Uj)on

this fubjeft they difcourfe, fetting forlh the

pinefs of their mutual love.

The Jews call this book " The Holy of Holies,"

and fo it is to every one, who has the love of God

flied abroad in his heart. Here he converfes

with the moft holy perfons and things, and has a

foretafte of thofe pleafures which are at God's

right-hand for evermore. Bnt here the carn^.I

and unregenerate man reads at the peril of his

own foul. He enters as it were into the holy of

holies, which was death by the law. He is ig-

norant of God's being in this place. He puts

not off his fhoe, although it be holy ground. He
puts not off concerning his former convcrfatioa

the old man, who is corrupt according to the

deceitful lufis, and who neither does underfland

the things of God treated of in this book, nor

m underfland them for want of a fpiritual dif-

. rnmeut. He cannot know them, fays the word

;f truth, becaufe they are fjjiritually difcerned j

nd therefore if he meddle with them he mull

ropbanc them. The more facred they arc, the
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more contrary are they to his nature. The more

wholfefome they are to the fpiritual man, the

more poifon will the natural man extract from

them ; and that which is a favour of life, proves

to him a favour of death.

Away then yc prophane. Come not near to

the holy of holies, nor prefume to look into it,

lelt ye die. You are no more fit to read this

book, than you are to partake of the facred ele-

ments at the Lord's table. With your carnal

unregcncrate heart you will read the one, and

partake of the other to your greater condemna-

tion. Oh keep back then, and prefume not to

look into, or to judge of the facred myfteries of

this divine fong. But if you will venture to read

it, and to ridicule it, remember that it is one of

the treafures of divine wifdom ; and though you

may level your wit againft a Song of Solomon's,

yet it falls upon the Almighty God who infplred

it. And are you arrived at fuch defperate wit,

as to break jefts upon God, and to make fport

with his omnipotence ? Qh fear and tremble for

yourfelves, left while you are fliooting up your

arrows, even your bitter words againft heaven,

God fliould fend them back upon your own

heads with a fwift deftruftion. May his grace

fliew you your danger, and difpofe you lo leave

your fms i and whenever you are ftirred up to

feek pardon and peace in Chrift Jefus, then you

will begin to undcrftand this book ; and when

you
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vou have any experience of God's Jove to you,

then you will find comfort and profit in reading

it.

I propofc through God's afliftancc to treat of

fome parts of it in a practical vi^ay, and to make

our future confideration of thefe particular paf-

fages more plain and eafy, I fliall at prefent lay

before you a general plan of the book. And
this we have in the words now read. They are

the title prefixed to it by its divine author, and

ferve as a fliort commen* to explain its principal

ufe. I fliall therefore endeavour,

Firfl, To fettle the true fcnfc and meaning of

the words—From whence we may gather.

Secondly, That the fcope and dofign of this

fweet portion of fcripture is to defcribe the mu-

tual love of Chrifi: and his church.

Thirdly, I fliall bring fome arguments to prove

that this is the Icope and defign of it. And,

Laftly, I will reduce thefe truths to practice,

and make fome ufeful inferences from them.

And Firft, The words now read are the title,

which the Holy Spirit prefixed to the book, that

they might ferve as a key to open its fcope and

defign. The Song of Songs which is concerning

Solomon, which treats of Solomon. A fong in

tlie fcripture ufage of the term, confifts in fetting

forth the praifes of God. It is a hymn to his

honour and glory. The fpiritual fongs of fcrip-

ture have no other obje6t but the God of love,

and
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and no other end but to raife and to exalt our

ideas of him, and of his works, efpecially of his

works of grace, whereby he brings loft finners to

an happy fenfe and fweet experience of his love.

at. Paul has gi\'en us a fliort, but it is a very full

comment upon the fcripture fongs (Col. iii. i6.)

" Let the word of Chrill dwell in you richly in

" all wifdom, teaching and admonifliing one

another in pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritual

fongs, fmging with grace in your hearts unto

*' the Lord." Hence we learn the nature of

thefe fongs ; they are the words of Chrift, re-

vealed by him and concerning him, and in them

we are to teach and to admonifli one another, to

the end that the word of Chrift may dwell in

us richly in all wifdom : for they are fpiritual

fongs ; and he that lings them muft have grace

in his heart, without this qualification he will

fing the fong of fools ; and he muft alfo ling " to

" the Lord," to the glory and honour of his

holy name. After this apoftolical rule we may

explain this fong. It is the word of Chrift, re-

vealed by him, and concerning him, and we are

to teach and to admoniih one another in the

things of Chrift out of this fong. We have the

apoftle's command to do it, with this encourage-

ment, that the word of Chrift may dwell in us

richly in all wifdom : for this fong is of a fpi-

ritual nature, treating of fpiritual perfons and

things, and cannot be fung aright unlcfs grace

be
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be in the heart, nor will profit, unlefs we have

an eye to the Lord in every word of it. If we
look off from him to any lower objeft, we not

only lofc fight of its fcope and dcfign, but wc
alfo form a judgment of it contrary to the

judgment of the Holy Spirit, who has exalted

this above the reft of the fcripture fongs, and

has dignified it with the high title of " The
" Song of Songs." There are many divine

fongs, but this is by way of eminence above, and

in copioufnefs, comprehends them all. It is the

fum and fubftance of them, and the point to

which they tend. God is the fubjc£t of eveiy

fpiritual fong, and what can we find in God
which calls for louder fongs of praife, than that

Jove which is above all his works ; which was

before them, for it gave them their being, which

is with them to preferve it, and will be with them

to the boundlefs ages of eternity. Surely a

hymn upon this exalted fubje£l defervcs the title

of " The Song of Songs efpecially when the

divine perfon, of whom he treats, is confidered in

it under his mod amiable charafter, and fet forth

under the ftile and title of the prince of peace ;

for this is the meaning of the word Solomon in

Hebrew. The Song of Songs, which is Solomon's,

our tranflation reads ; but the Hebrew particle

put before Solomon is the fign not of the genitive,

but of the dative cafe, and is frequently rendered

concerning
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concerning or touching fuch a perfon or thing.

Thus, Iftiah v. i. " Now will I fing to my well-

" beloved a fong of my beloved, touching h"s

" vineyard. And again, Pfalmxlv. i. " I fpcak

" of the things which I have made touching the

" king." It is alfo feveral times rendered con-

cerning, as Gen. xix. 21. " I have accepted thee

" concerning this thing ; and in Jer. xlix. it is

frequently tranflated concerning. In this fenfe

it is here ufed. The Song of Songs which is

concerning Solomon—not king Solomon, but the

prince of peace, Jefus Chrift, of whom Solomon

was a type and figure, as it appears from the

Ixxiid Pfalm, which has the fame title with the

Song. It is infcribed to Solomon—Is concerning

him, and treats of him ; but fcvcral paffages of

it can be applied to none but Jefus the prince of

peace, of whom only it could be truly faid that

he had dominion from one end of the earth to

the other, that all kings fliould fall down before

him, and all nations fhould ferve him, that he

fliould fave the fouls of the needy, and fliould

redeem their fouls, and that prayer fliould be

made unto him continually, and all nations fliould

call him blefled. Thefe things cannot be fpoken

of king Solomon—but they are ftriclly true of

the prince of peace, Jefus the Lord of life and

redeemer of finners.—Therefore the title of the

Ixxiid Pfalm, has the fame meaning with the

title of the Song ; and when the Holy Spirit

fays,
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fays, " The Song of Songs which is concerning

" the Lord and giver of peace," he would

plainly point out to us the principal ufe of this

fcripture. It is a trcatife concerning the God
of love, under the charafter of the prince of

peace, dcfcribing how happy we are in Chrill

Jefus, when we, who fometimes were far off, are

made nigh by the blood of Chrift : for he is our

peace. And this leads me to confider,

Secondly, The fcope and defign of this fweet

portion of fcripture. It is to defcribe the peace,

which Chrift has given to the faithful foul, and

fets forth the happinefs of the foul in the enjoy-

ment of it. Chriftian peace is the fruit of th^'t

love which the Holy Spirit has manitefted to

finners, and flows from a fenfe of their recon-

ciliation with God through Jefus Chrift their

Lord, of which the apoftle thus fpcaks :
" Being

" juftified by faith, we have peace with God
" through our Lord Jefus Chrift, and rejoice

" in hope of the glory of God." And when

we have thus tafted how gracious the Lord is,

then we cannot but love him, who firft loved us,

and the fenfe of this love fills the mind with

joy and peace : in this order St. Paul has placed

ihefe graces, " The fruit of the Spirit is love,

" PY' peace."~Our love is by nature placed

upon a wrong objeft. Sin alienated our hearts

from God. Our affections are turned from him,

and feelc for happinefs in creature-comforts.

And
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And although daily difappointed, yet they con-

tinue lo fcek it, until the Holy Spirit convince

them, that they are feeking happinefs in a vain

lhadow, and difquieting thenifelves in vain. And
when he has fliewn them that neverthelefs they

may be completely happy in God the Saviour,

and has Itirred them up earncftly to defire his

falvation, then he has prepared them to read

this divine treatife with profit : the fcope and

dellgn of which is to fet before us Jefus Chrift

as the only excellent and lovely obje£l of our

affeftions ; and when we by the eye of faith be-

hold him, and by the power of faith are united to

him, then we know what the apoftle meant

when he faid, " To them that believe Jefus is

*' precious;" and we can take up the words of

the believer in the Song and declare, that he is

altogether lovely, the chiefeft among ten thou-

fand. And thus every other objefi: will fade

away in our efteem, and grow mean and worth-

lefs in comparifon of God our Saviour ; whereby

we fliall be able to enter into the fpirit of the

fong. We fhall know fomething of that fpiritual

fellowfliip and communion of which it treats

:

for it dwells largely upon the mutual joys, and

mutual praifes of Chrill: and the believing foul,

defcribing the complete happinefs which they

have in each other. This is the general plan of

the book, which is very w^ell expreffed in the

argument put before it, in the Bible that was in

I ufe
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life in queen Elizabeth's time—" In thjs Song,

" Solomon, by m.oll: fweet and comfortable alle-

*' gorics and parables, defcribeth the perfeft lo^•e

" of Jefus Chrift, the true Solomon and king of

*' peace, and the faithful of his church, which he

" hath fan£titied, and appointed to be his fpoufe,

" holy, chatle, and without reprehenfion. So

" that here is declared the fmgular love of the

" bridegroom toward the bride, and his great

" and excellent benefits wherewith he doth en-

" rich her of his pure bounty and grace, without

" any of her defervings. Alfo the earneft alfec-

" tion of the church, which is inflamed with the

" love of Chrift, defiring to be more and more

" joined to him in love, and not to be forfakcn

for any fpot or blemifli that is in her."

This was the judgment of our reformers—and

they were not fmgular in it, as I purpofe to fliew

under my third head, which was, to bring fome

arguments to prove, that this is the fcopc and

delign of the book.

The firft argument, which would occur to

every ferious perfon, .is the univerfal confent of

expofitors. All the Jewifla writers fuppofe it to

treat of the fpiritual union between Chrift and

the believer. All Chriftian writers underftand

it in the fame fenfe. And the uuanim.ous opi-

nion of all learned and good men ought certainly

to have great weight with us : for the fcope and

delign of the book muft be very plain and clear,

fince
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fince there never was any difpute about it in the

church of God. Tliis then being the received

fenfe, I may proceed to examine upon what

principles it came to be fo univcrfaJIy received.

I fuppofe men were led to confider it in this

light from the eftabliflicd method of explaining

fcripturej and this is the fecond argument I lliall

ufe.

The fcriptures are fuited to man in his prefent

flate. While he is here in the body he cannot

converfe immediately with fpiritual objefts : he

can only fee them comparatively, as compared

to and illuftrated by material and fenfible objects.

The fcriptures take this method of inftruftion.

They teach us fpiritual and heavenly things under

their expreilive images of nature. Whoever

confidered the fcriptures in this light, could not

reft in the literal fenfe of the fong. He knew

that all fcripture had a fpiritual fenfe, and there-

fore in reading the Song he would confider what

the fpiritual fenfe could be, and he could not

eafily miftake it, when he recolle£led what was

the one great end and aim of all fcripture.

Every part of it was to lead men to fome know-

ledge of Chrift, which is the third argument

tending to open to us the fcope and defign of

this divine book.

Search the fcriptures, fays he of whom they

write, for thcfe are they which teftify of me

—

The Song is part of thcfc fcriptures, and there-

fore
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tore it teftifies of Chrift ; and what other tefli-

nuny does it bear of him, than in fetting forth

the love which he has for his faithful people ?

The teftimony of Jefus, fays St. John, is the

fpirit of prophecy. If you underftand the pro-

phetical fpirit of this book, you will read in it

the teftimony of Jefus : therefore if you don't fee

how it bears teftimony to him, you have no infight

into its prophetical fpirit.

Again we read, " That the holy fcriptures

" are able to make a man wife unto falvation,

" through faith which is in Chrift Jefus : for all

" fcripture is given by infpiration of God."

(2 Tim. iii. 15, 16.) From whence I infer, that

the Song being part of fcripture, is given by infpi-

ration of God, and was therefore given, that it

might make the man of God wife unto falvation,

and this it does by eftablilhing him in the faith,

which is in Chrift Jefus.

Another proof may be taken from the xlvth

Pfalm, which is a fong of loves. The fubjeft

and the manner of the compofition are the fame

with this divine book. They treat of the love of

Chrift to his church, and after the manner of a

dialogue, and the xlvth Pfalm is applied to

Chrift by an infallible interpreter. St. Paul in

the I ft of the Hebrews and the 8th verfe fays,

that it was written of God the Son : from

whence we may conclude, that the Song being

upon the fame fubjeft, and drawn up in the

Vol. V. C fame
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fame manner, treats alfo of the love of God the

Son to his faithful people. And to confirm the

interpretation of thefe more general proofs, I

may mention a fourth argument, taken from

thofe places of fcripturc wherein Chrift is fpokea

of in the very terms ufed in the Song. The

fcripture often fpeaks of him under the chara£ter

of the bridegroom. In the 25th of St. Matthew

we have the parable of the ten virgins who went

out to meet the bridegroosn, who in the 13th

verfe is called the fon of man. In the 5th of the

Ephefians, St. Paul is treating of the love and

union between hufbands and wives, and in the

^zd verfe he fays, " This is a great myftery, but

" I fpeak concerning Chrift and his church,"

in the fame manner, and with the fame expref-

fions, which are ufed in the Song, and which are

carried on through the New Teftamcnt : for

thus we read in one of the laft fcenes of the Re-

velation of St. John, that the multitude of the

heavenly hoft cried aloud as the voice of mighty

thunderings, faying, Hallelujah, for the Lord

God Omnipotent reigneth, let us be glad and

rejoice and give honour unto him : for the mar-

riage of the lamb is come, and his wife hath

made herfelf ready. And in the 21ft chapter

St. John informs us who the bride, the Lamb's

wife is, the church, the Jcrufalem that is above,

which is the fpiritual mother of us all, even of

^ every
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every one of us who fliall be fo happy as to be

called to the marriage-fupper of the Lamb.

From thefe authorities it appears to me unde-

niably evident, that it is common in fcripture

to fpeak of Chrift in the very fame manner that

he is fpoken of in the Song ; and therefore fum-

ming up all thefe arguments together^ confider-

ing that the cxpofitcrs, Jews, and Chrifcians, ar«

agreed about the plan and defign of it, and that

the received fenfe is agreeable to the general rule

for interpreting fcripture, and is founded upon

clear reafoning from many particular paflTages,

and more efpecially from thofe paflages wherein

txprefs mention is made of Chrift's love to tlie

faithful, under the very images ufed to reprefent

it in the Song, we may certainly from hence

conclude, that the fcope and defign of this fweet

portion of fcripture is to fet forth in the mofl

lively and afre£ting manner the mutual joys and

mutual praifes of Chrift and the faithful.

Having thus far endeavoured to fettle and

eftablifh the principal ufe of this facred book,

I come in the fourth and laft place to reduce

what has been faid into pra£licc, and to draw

fome lifeful inferences from it.

The fong, as you have heard, is of the nature

of a parable, wherein fpiritual things are de-

fcribed by material. It is one of the offices of

the wifdom that is from above, to underftand a

parable and the interpretation thereof. I have

C 2 endca-
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endeavoured to give you the interpretation ot

one of the fvveeteft of all the divine parables.

And are there any of you, my brethren, who
after what has been faid are not yet reconciled

to this book ? Do you think, that it had better

have been left out of the facred volume ? Con-

fider, that your opinion weighs nothing againft

the unanimous confent of the church of God,

and your opinion is founded upon your igno-

rance of the things of God. If you underftood

this book, you could not think meanly of it

;

but, in order to underlland it, you mud have

fome experience of th.at love of which it treats

—

having never taficd of it, you cannot enter into

the fpirit of the defcriptions of it here made by

Chrifl: and by the faithful. Inftead then of look-

ing into the book for matter of cenfure, look

into your own hearts, and beg of God to ihew

you how much you (land in need of having the

love of Chrift Ihed abroad in them ; and when-

ever he enables you to fay with the apoftie,

Jefus Chrift loved me and gave himfelf for me,

then you will tafte and fee how exceedingly

fweet every image and defcription is in this

divine Song.

If you cannot be perfuaded to defire the love

of God may be llied abroad in your hearts, you

will entertain a mean opinion of this treatife

upon it. But for the fake of your dear and im-

mortal foul, fuffer not yourfelf to fpeak irreve-

2 rently
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rcntly of It. If God ever revealed himfelf to

man, this is part of his revelation. The holy

and eternal Spirit, who infpired all fcripture,

fpakc this by his unerring wifdom. He is the

author, and the fubje£l is the deep things of

God. Let not then a difrefpeftful word come

out of your mouth againft it. But if you will

fuffer your wit to run into licentioufnefs, re-

member that you ridicule this book at the peril

of your foul. You are guilty of blafphemy

againft the Moft High. And how can you think

it fafc to jeft upon the Almighty, and to make

fport with his omnipotence ? Why will you fet

God at defiance, and add frefh fuel to his wrath,

as if all your other fins would not fink you deep

enough into the pit of deftruftion ? If you have

any love left for your eternal intereft, forbear

this defperate v^^it ; and beg of God to enlighten

the darknefs of your underftanding, that you

may fee the fcope and defign of this facred fong.

And to thofc perfons who defirc this, I make my
fecond remark.

You do not clearly comprehend the things

written in this book, but you defire to com-

prehend them. If this delire be from God, it

will put you upon praying for the experience of

that love which is here treated of. You may
poflibly come at the meaning of fome things in

it, but you cannot know them pradically nor

profitably, until you are taught them of God.

You
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You cannot tell what the love of God is, until

it be flied abroad in your heart. No dcfcription

can make you acquainted with it j and there-

fore look up to God who has it to give. Aflc

him out of the riches of his grace to beflow it

upon you; and when he gives you the comforta-

ble fcnfe of it, then you will have the beft key to

open the myfteries of this divine Song. And for

your encouragement in feeking, remember that

this love is free. Though it be ineftimable, yet

it is to be had without money and without price.

God had no motive to (hew it to finners but his

own inherent mercy, and he waits for no merit

or qualification in them : for it is to fupply the

want of all rnerit and qualification : and he has

already begun to beftow the riches of this free

love upon you, by making you fenfible of your

want of it, and by putting you upon feeking for

it. Wait upon him then in the ways of his or-

dinances, and he will finith what he has begun.

He will enable you to love him, becaufe he firft

loved you. Alk this out of a due fenfe of your

unworthinefs, and the Father for the fake of his

Son will fhed abroad his Jove in your hearts by

the Holy Ghoft. And thus he will bring you

into the happy number of thofe believers, to

w^hom I make my third and laft inference.

You. my chriftian brethren, can read this

fwcet portion of fcripture with delight and profit.

You know it to be true by your own experience.

You
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You look upon Jefus Chrift in the light here de-

icribed : for he is your peace, and you find his

dealings with your fouls are the very fame which

the Song mentions. For what the Song fays of

the church in general, niuft he true of every in-

dividual who is a member of it—For the church

is nothing more than a congregation of believers

united by faith and by the bond of the fpirit to

Chrift the head of the fpiritual body, and by love

to one another—United to him, as the members

are to the head, and united to one another as the

members are in the fame body. What therefore

is fppken in the Song of the whok church, as

the fpoufe of Chrift, is true of every particular

chriftian. And what is faid of the church is

briefly this: in the firft chapter the church ex-

prefles a ftrong defire for nearer communion

with Chrift, and then there follows fome de-

clining of her affeftion. After this we have her

recovery, a regaining of her firft love : and yet

{he afterwards declines again in her affedtion,

her love grows cold, and (he falls into a ftatc of

defertion. Chrift hides his prefence from her

more than he did in her former coldnefs, and

*his continues, until perceiving Chrift's conftant

affe£lion to her, notvyithftanding her unkind

treatment of him, flie recovers, and follows him
more clofely, and with a more conftant love than

before,

Thefe
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Tliefe paflages agree with the experience of

the beft Chriftians in the courfe of their own
lives, and therefore the Song is not a dark unin-

telligible book to them. They find it to be an

experimental treatife upon the love of Jefus

Chrift to his people. And all of you, my chrif-

tian brethren, underftand it in this light. You
have read it with care, praying the holy infpirer

of it to enlighten your underftandings, that you

might fee its true fenfe and fpiritual meaning;

and he has opened to you the truth of its de-

fcriptions. The Holy Spirit has drawn you to

Chrift, and has made you happy in the fenfe of

his love, and thus he has given you the beft:

comment upon the Song. The more he enables

you to tafte of this love, the more clearly will

you underftand the Song. You will have the

greater infight into it, the nearer accefs you have

to the Father, with confidence through the faith

that is in Chrift : for what is written concerning

communion with God muft certainly be beft un-

derftood by thofe, who live in clofe communion

with him. This is your privilege. Remember

how great and high it is, and a£t worthy of it.

You have fellowfhip with the Father, and with

his Son Jefus Chrift. The Holy Spirit is the

bond of this communion, and therefore it is

called the " communion of the Holy Ghoft."

Oh beware then ofevery thing that would grieve

or
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oroftend him. As his is an holy office, entirely

relating to holinefs, nothing can difpleafe this

Holy Spirit fo much as fin. He is of purer eyes

than to behold the leaft iniquity. The leaft

thought of fin offends him : for it is fin that pol-

lutes his facred refidence, and defiles the tem-

ple of the heart. Sin makes him withdraw and

hide the light of his countenance, and with-hold

the fu eet fenfe of his comfortable prefence. Oh

beware then, as you love your own peace of

mind, as you love your God and his glory, as

you love Jefus Chrifi: and his falvation, beware

of the leaft approach to fin. Pray, watch, flrive

againft it. Refift unto blood ftriving againll

fin. Wait upon God in all his ordinances to

get power over it. And the more you are

dead to fin and alive unto God, the nearer fel-

lowfhip will you have with the Father, and

with his Son Jefus Chrift, and as this fellowfliip

is the fubjcft of the Song, you will therefore

underftand it the better, and experience more

of its fweetnefs.

My chriftian brethren, you have tafled of its

fweetnefs. You know the loving kindnefs of

the Lord, and if you would have the confi^ant

abiding fenfe of it, earneftly befeech the Holy

Spirit to keep you from offending him in thought,

word, and deed. Intreat him to give you grace

never to grieve him. Stand in awe, and fin not.

Sin is your great enemy. Nothing makes God
hide
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hide his face from you, but fin. All the dark-

nefs and blindnefs, and depravity, that are in the

foul concerning the things of God, come from

fin : from it came all mifery. Oh watch then

and pray always againft it. Pray that you may

be kept from the works of darknefs, and from

every error and vice which would cloud the un-

derftanding, and hinder your reading this por-

tion of fcripture with profit. Look up to the

Spirit of wifdom, and intrcat him to open to you

the true fenfe and meaning of the Song, and to

give you the happy experience and comforts of

its do£lrines. And that we may all receive the

benefits from it which he intended it fliould ad-

minifter to his people, let us humbly a(k it of him

n the words of our church, which hath taught

us to pray, faying,

Blefled Lord, who haft caufed all holy fcrip-

tures (and this portion of them in particular

which we have been confidering) to be written

for our learning
; grant that we may in fuch wife

hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly di-

geft them, that by patience and comfort of thy

holy word, we may embrace, and ever hold faft

the blefled hope of everlafting life, which thou

haft given us in our Saviour Jefus Chrift. Amen,



( 47 )

SERMON II.

CHAP. i. VER. 4.

Draw rue, we will run after thee.

The Saviour of Tinners is God and man united

in one Chrift. As God he has all the perfection

of heaven, and as man he has all the beauties of

this earth ; he has every grace of time, and eve-

ry blelTmg of eternity, which ought to draw and

to attraft our love. But while men are in their

natural unregenerate ftatc, they fee none of his

perfections and beauties. They behold no form

nor comelinefs in him, that they fliould defire

him. The world, and the things of it, appear

more defireable than he does. The bafe perifh-

ingjoys of fenfe have the entire pofleffion of

their alFeftions. Sin is more lovely in their eyes

than God the Saviour, and they give up their

hearts to its enjoyments in preference to him

and his heaven. While they continue to place

their love on fuch unworthy objects, they are

incapable ofjudging of this divine fong : for they

are not only ftrangers, but alfo enemies to that

Jove, of which it treats ; and how then can they

fee the beauties of its compofition, or judge of

the juftnefs of its fentiments ? So long as they

Jove fin, they cannot love Jefus Ckrift, and there-

fore
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fore they cannot love the fweet defcriptions in

this poem, which fet forth the happinefs of lov-

ing him above all things. But when their eyes

are opened to fee the exceeding finfalnefs of

fin, and their hearts are once drawn from the

love of fm ; when they have found that it can-

not make them happy, then they are glad to

hear of a Saviour ; and when they have tafted of

his love, then they begin to underftand and to

admire the beauties of this divine fong, and the

more they love him, the greater beauties do they

find in it.

The fubjeft of it is the union between Chrift

and the faithful foul. In this all the expofitors

of fcripture, antient and modern, are agreed. It

is a fpiritual fong, compofed in the manner of a

dialogue. The fpeakers are Chrift, and the be-

liever. The infpirer of it is the Holy and Eter-

nal Spirit, who delivered it by the mouth of So-

lomon. He knew it to be true by his own ex-

perience, as every believer does to this day.

After he had left God, he fought for happinefs

in the creatures, but was difappointed. He
turned from one obje£t to another, tried the

whole circle of worldly enjoyments, and as he

paft on he wrote upon each vanity and vexation

of fpirit. It pleafed God to fliew him his error,

and to make ufe of him as a proper perfon to

warn others, from fetting their hearts upon any

obje£l: bat God J for if Solomon could not find

happinefs
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happinefs in the world, what can the man do

that Cometh after the king r This is the fubjetl

of the book of Ecclefiaftes. After Solomon had

turned from thefe worldly vanities to ferve the

living God, he wrote this divine fong, to fiiew

what true happinefs he had found, and every

believer will find, in being united to Chrift in

the bonds of love and afFeilion. The Holy Spi^

rit had drawn his heart from the love of all in-

ferior objects to God the Redeemer, and had

given him faith to fee his own intereft in what

the Redeemer was to do and fuffer for him. By

thefe bonds the union was formed and perfected.

The Holy Spirit on Chrift's part, and faith on

the believer's, united them to each other. And
the believer here defcribes what happy eiTefts

flowed to him from this union, and Chrift de-

fcribes the delight he had in it. The defcrip-

tions of their mutual love and happinefs run

through this fong of loves.

The awakened foul begins with expreffing. its

defire to receive fome fenllble tokens of Chrift's

love in the fecond verfe, fetting forth the excel-

lency of it in the third, and at the fame time its

own utter inability and inful^iciency to attain it,

unlefs Chrift would be plcafed to draw the af-

feftions from all other objefts unto himfelf

—

" Draw me," as it follows in the fourth verfe,

" and we will run after thee."—Draw me. Lord

Jefqs,
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Jcfus, from the love of the world, and the things

of it; draw me from the love of fin and felf.

I feel my bondage, I find that I am a flave, and

am without llrength to deliver myfelf. O draw

me then by the fweet impulfe of thy good Spirit

from my bondage and flavery. And when thou

art pleafed to fct my feet at liberty, then we
will run after thee ; wc in the plural number

:

for when the heart is once drawn after Chrift,

it commands all the faculties, and they which

could not ftir before now run, they which had

no llrength now run againfi: all oppofition, they

which were enemies to Chrift, now run after

him with joy in the ways of his commandments.

Draw me by thy grace, and we, every faculty

of foul and body, will obey, we will follow the

divine, attraftion, and thou flialt be our God and

king ruling over us, and getting thyfelf glory by

fctting up thy kingdom within us. May thefc

be the defircs of all your hearts. While we are

here met together, may the Lord Jefus draw

your thoughts from every vain and fmful objeft,

and keep them fixed upon this fubjctl. Oh that

he may fend his good Spirit to open your under-

ftandings clearly to fee, and to influence your

afFc6tions readily to receive,

Firft, The reafons, which induced the awak^

cned finner to defire Chrift would draw him.

Secondly, The fcripture method of drawing

the foul unto Chrift.

Thirdly,
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Thirdly, The certain effects which follow up-

on its being drawn. And then.

Fourthly, I vAW reduce thefe particulars to

praftice, and will apply them clofcly, as God
lhall enable me, to every one of your confci-

cnces.

And Firft, We need not look farther than the

text for the reafons which induced the awak-

ened finner to defire Chritl would draw hira.

He found he could not run after Chrilt, unlcfs

he was drawn : for although God. be the foun-

tain of all good to his creatures, and the God-

man Chrift Jefus be the fountain of all good to

his fmful creatures, yet they arc not wiiliug to

go and receive good at his hands. Sin has cor-

rupted all the faculties of the foul, and has

turned and alienated them from God ; infomnch

that they leave God to feek good in the crcatujx?,

and idolize it by placing their happinefs in it-

The God of this world, and his riches, and ho-

nours, andpleafures havepoffeffion of their heaits,

and the God of heaven, who promifcsthem hea.

venly riches, and honours, and pleafures, has

none of their affeftions : nay, they hate him.

While they love prefent and fenfual gratificati-

ons they are haters of God. They hate him,

becaufe their finful nature is oppofite to his per-

fedl: holincfs, and becaufe he has forbidden them

thefc gratifications, which they are determined

to enjoy ; and they hate him the more, becaufe

he
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he has threatened to punifli them, and confcl-

ence informs them that they deferve the threat-

ened puniOiment. This is the (late of all men

by nature. They are lovers of fin, and haters of

God, Rom. i. 30. And until this hatred be

conquered, how can they come to God with any

kind of love r Their affections will lead them

farther from him every ftep they take, and how

can they return, unlefs he draw them to him-

felf ? If they can but be convinced of the vanity

and emptinefs of all thefe creature-comforts, up-

on which they have fet their hearts, and can fee

reafon to think that God will be reconciled and

love them, notwithftanding their former oppofi-

tion to him, then they will be difpofed to feek

his love ; but until they be convinced of thefe

two truths they cannot be drav.-n to feek happi-

nefs in God.

This is the plain doftrine of fcripture. Our

divine Lord and niaftcr thus inftrufts his difci-

ples, John vi. 44. " No man can come unto

" me, except the Father, which hath fent mc
" draw him." No man, be he ever fo moral,

civil, and learned, let him have ever fo many
jiatural gifts and acquired accomplifliraents, can

come, has either will or power to come unto me
for the graces and blelfings which I have to

give, unlefs the Father which hath fent me
draw him, by the fweet attratlion of his good

Spirit

Our
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Our church teaches the fame doctrine in her

tenth article. " The condition ot man arter the

" fall of Adam is fuch, that he cannot turn and

" prepare himfelf by his own natural ftrcngth

" and go(jd works to faith and calling upon
" God : wherefore we have no power to do

" good works pleafant and acccjitable to Cod,
" without the grace of God by Chrift prevent-

*' ing us, that we may have a good will, and

" working w/.h us when we have that good
" will." Here we are taught, that man by l.is

tall is turned away from God, and has no flrength

to return, unlefs the grace of Chrift go before to

give him a good will, and then work ^^ith him

when he has that good will, fie has no flrength

ia any of his faculties: they are all turned from

God, and the grace of Chrift alone is able to

draw them back again. 1 he undcrltanding has

no light. It is entirely in darknefs, as to the

things of God (Eph. iv. 18.) and the eye of the

mind can no more enlighten itfcif, than the eye

of the body can enlighten itfejf without light.

When the tirft ray of grace breaks in upon us,

it finds us as it did the heathens at the coming

of Chrifi: fitting in darknefs and in the iliadow of

death. And unlefs the rays of his grace Ihinc

into the underftanding, it cannot be enlightcn-

rd. Chrift is the only light of the world, i Ic

is in the kingdom of grace, wb,at the fun is

in nature. Stop the infiuencc of his biight

Vol. V. D beam;;.



54 solomok's song.

beams, and the underftanding will never fee

any reafon to follow him, nor can the will

choofe him. The will of the natural man is

depraved. It has a wrong biafs, and is di-

re£lly oppofite to the will of God, and never

can defire to be reconciled, unlefs the Holy

Spirit draw it.

But does not the Holy Spirit's thus drawing

it deftroy our free-will ? By no means : for it

cannot deftroy what is not. Fallen man has no

free will but to fin ; if that may be called free,

" which is tied and bound with the chains of

" fin," as our church exprcfles it. The fcrip-

ture is abfolutely pofitive upon this point, de-

claring (Rom. viii. 7.) " that the carnal mind,"

the will of ourcorrupt nature, " is enmity againft

" God : for it is not fubje6t to the law of God,

" neither indeed can be," until it be delivered

from the bondage and flavery of fin. It cannet

be fubjeft to the will of God, unlefs his grace

draw it to himfelf : for by nature it is drawn to

fin. " The flefl? alvrays lufteth againft the fpirit,"

fays the fcripture. " Fallen man is of his own
" nature inclined to evil," as our ninth article

teaches. We run faft enough into evil. We
want nothing to draw us. Sin ftrikes upon our

nature and catches, like a fpark upon gun-pow-

der. Surely we can all remember with what

diiferent tempers we ufed to go to the play-

houfc, ;ind to tfie churi.'h—how much greater

delight

3
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delight we took in fpending an evening over the

devil's books, at an innocent game at cards, as

Eis children call it, than in reading the word of

God.—And are there none of you, who now

find more joy in many things, than you do in

prayer ? Thefe are evident proofs that you are

ftiil governed by the will of the flefli, which the

fcripture fays lufteth always againft the fpirit,

and therefore how can a defire ever arife in it

after God or the things of God, unlcfs Chrift

draw it to himfelf ? But the worft part of our

corruption confills in the depravity of our affec-

tions : for they are alfo governed by the will of

the flefli, and are according to the apoftle to be

crucified (Gal. v. 24.) " And they that are

" Chrift's have crucified the flefli with the affec-

" tions and lufts." And they that are not Chrifl:'s

are fl:ill under the power of the affections and

lufts of the flelh. The heart, which is the com-

manding faculty, is in them fliut againft God,

but is open to receive fin, loves it, dotes upon it,

yea is fo enamoured of it as to prefer its fliort and

empty joys to the folid felicity of an eternal hea-

ven. And what power is able to break thefe

chains ? Who can fet our hearts at liberty, and

turn them from fin to righteoufnefs ? Who, but

the fame God that created our hearts at firft. He
alone can draw the affections from the love of

t'he world, and from the love of fin and felf up to

D 2 the
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the things above, where Chrift fittcth at th^

right hand of God.

Upon all thcfe accounts it appears, that man
is incapable even of going to Clirill, and much

more of running after him, unlefs he be drawn.

The fcripture is cxprefs, " No man can come
" unto Chrift, except the Father draw him."

Our church is clear in her opinion, " Such is

" the condition of fallen man, that he cannot

" turn himfelf to God, unlefs the grace of Chrift

" go before to give him a good will, and then

" work with him when he has that goodwill."

And this is alfo evident from matter of fa£t and

from experience. We find, that all men by na-

ture, inftead of turning themfclves to Chrift, who

is the fountain of every good, turn to fin whic h

is the fource of every evil. Among learned and

polite nations profeflhig chriftianity, there is the

fame ignorance of the things of God, as among

the darkeft heathens, the fame depravity of the

will, the fame corruption in the heart and the

aflfections : which are clear and full proofs of

our inability ever to go to Chrift, unlcfs he draw

us to himfelf. The fpcaker in tlie text faw thefe

proofs in a ftrong light, lie found his want of

a Saviour, and he felt how unable he was to do

any thing towards attaining or meriting the Sa-

viour's love ; he v. as quite helplefs, and with-

out ftrengtli, therefore he begs the grace ct

I

^

Chrill
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Chrift would draw him. My brethren, arc you

in this ftate ? Do you fee the reafons, which I

have now laid before you, in a clear and con-

vincing light ? If not, may the ever-blctfcd God

of whom we are fpcaking draw you by his grace

unto himfelf ; but it you arc convinced, then you

will gladly follow me to the confideration of the

fcripturc method of drawing the foul to Chrift,

and this is the fecond point upon \\ Inch I was to

fpcak.

It is evident fallen man wants drawing to

Chrift, bccaufe the fcripturc has taught us the

eftabliftied method by which he draws us. The

fcveral fteps of it are there particularly marked

out for our inftru£tion, that we might be certain

how the work of grace advances in our own fouls.

The word of God is the outward means of draw-

ing us. The Holy Spirit^ applying the word is

the inward moans. He begins liis application

by awakening the carelefs fccurc fmner, and by

convincing him deeply and thoroughly of his be-

ing a fmful hclplcfs creature. He fliews him

how entirely he is departed from God, and how
unable he is to return, and then he makes him

deeply fenfible of his mifery, until he does re-

turn. By which means the awakened finner

finds his want of a Saviour, and it is the daily

prayer of his heart, that he may find pardon and

peace through the blood of the Lamb of God)

t)ut at tlic farue time he feels fo much of his cor-

rupt iop,
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i*upti6ri, that he knows thefe prayers could ne-

ver have arifen in his heart, unlefs the Hqly

Spirit had begun to draw him unto Chrift. He
Vvho could before boaft of the light of nature,

and of the great ftretch of his reafoning faculties,

now finds nothing but blindnefs and darknefs in

his underfianding. He who ufed to think high-

ly of the dignity of human nature, and of man's

reftitude, and of the moral fenfe. Sec. now fees

that his will is by nature inclined to evil, and

that our dignity and rectitude, and moral fenfe,

are the mere chimeras of metaphyfical dreamers.

Now he feels himfelf to be a poor loft finner,

v/hofe heart and affections are fo far turned from

God, that unlefs the Holy Spirit create in him a

new heart he can never return. Being thus con-

vinced of his finfulnefs and mifcry, and of his

own helpleiTnefs to take one flep towards his de-

liverance, he is prepared for the next work of

grace, winch is to draw him and to unite him to

Chrift by faith. If the Holy Spirit had never

convinced him of fm, he would never have found

any want of a Saviour; and if he had never feen

his own helpleflhefs, he would not have feen any

neceffity for being dravim to Chrift by his grace ;

but being now convinced that he is both a fin-

ner and alfo a helplefs finner, the defires of his

foul are drawn out after God, and he is in a

right temper to wait upon God, until he be gra-

cious unto him. And it is the ofiice of ihe Holy

Spirit
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Spirit to keep him waiting in the ways of the

ordinances, until in God's due time he is fent to

convince him of righteoufnefs, and to bear wit-

nefs with his fpirit that the Father has accepted

him and pardoned him through the merits of his

beloved Son. Hereby he receives a well ground-

ed faith in the obedience and fufferings of Jefus

Chrift. He can fafely apply the merits of them

to himfelf, and has great joy and peace in be-

lieving that they are imputed unto him for righ-

teoufnefs. He has the fare witnefs of this in

himfelf, even the witnefs of the Holy Spirit,

bearing teftimony that Chrift is his Saviour, and

that God is his reconciled Father. This fpirit

of adoption enables him to cry Abba, Father,

and to go to God with filial love and confidence.

Me now loves God becaufe he knows that God

firft loved him, and thus he is drawn to God by

the cords of a man, by the bands of love, and

is ready through grace to give outward evidence

of the reality of the inward work, by running

after Chrift in the way of his commandments.

Thus the Holy Spirit is the conviitcer of fin,

and the convincer of righteoufnefs, and by thefe

two cont^iclions he draws the finner and unites

liim unto Chrift. He flicws him that he wants a

Saviour, and then he fliews him his intereft in

the Saviour. He firft makes him feel that he is

a loft finner in himfelf, and then that he is faved

by the righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift. This is the

rftabliflied method, in which the Holy Spirit

draws.
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draws the finner unto the Saviour, and this is. a

farther proof of its being nccciTary he fliould bs

drawn, fsncc the fcripture has informed us botla

of the agent by wliom, and alfo of the method

by wliieh he is drawn unto Chri(i:.

My brethren, have you experienced this? Has

the Holy Spirit drawn you from the love of fin

and felf ? Have you left the world, and all that

is called great and happy in it to follow Chriftr

Is no object more defirable than he is, in your

eyes? Gan you take up the crofs, and run after

liim with joy, although reproach, ridicule, and

oppofition i-neet you at every ftep ? Examine your

X)vvn hearts, and try them by the certain effects,

which follow upon the Holy Spirit's drawing

tlic foul to Chrift ; and this is the third particular

in the text. " Draw me, and we will run after

" thee."

The natural man cannot follow Chrift, becaufc

his heart and his affeclions are in another intercft.

He loves to follow the world and its plcafures.

And if he was convinced it v.as right to follow

Chrifr, he would meet with many infuperable

difiiculties, before he could fet out and run after

liim. But when the Holy Spirit draws' him, he

then removes that unwillingncfs which mado

the way appear fo difficult, and when he

renews the faculties, he then gives them ftrength

to ovLrccmc every difficulty. By his grace the

inbred oppofition is fubdued. The underfianO'

ing is cnliglitened, and fees the way clearly ; the
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^vill follows it readily ; the heart and the affec-

tions purfue it cheerfully. They folknv their

Lord gnd Saviour, n\ hitlierfocver he goelli. Tliev

run after him with enfe, in the way that Vv'as

before difficult ; with pleafure in the v.'ay, that

was before painful ,; and with continuance in the

way, wherein before they coul-d not take a ftep.

When tlie Holy Spirit has drawn the finncr to

Chrift, and really united him by faith to the head

.of the myftical bodv, he is then a new creature ;

old things are paflld away, behold all things iire

become new, both in his Hate and uclioiis. The

branch ot the w ild olive tree is gratti-d in and

partakes of the root and fatn<, fs of the good

olive tree, whereby its nature is cl a'lged. Thei c

is a real and an entire change made, which appears

c\ idently to the common obferver, by the out-

ward change in a man's lite and converfation.

He ads upon ditTcrent motives to what lie did

before. He puvfues different ends and by dif-

ferejit means. Before lie run at'ter the world,

now he runs after Chrilf. Chrilt is now become

all his treafure, and the heart will be where its

treafure is, and where the heart is, the other

faculti-es will follow. No oppoiltion lhall dif-

pourage them. Let them be drawn and united

to Chrift, and none of his commandments will

be grievous. Even felf-denial, the hardeft com-

mandment will be eafy. Place tne love of Chrill

jn the heart, and the man wlvo before ilirunk

Ivom
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from and trembled at reproach, is nothing moved

at it. He that was afraid of having his name

caft out vi'ith contempt, now can rejoice in being

defpifed for Chrift's fake. He can give up his

character ; he was once reckoned a learned and

a good .man, but now he can bear to be called a

madman and a fool. He takes up his crofs

daily, and runs on rejoicing. The contempt of

the world haftens his fteps. It fpurs him on.

It drives him nearer to his Saviour, and makes

him live in clofer communion with him. If worldly

men knew what infinite fervice they do us by

their oppofition, they would alter their behaviour;

for the)'- are our real friends, though they do not

intend us any kindnefs. They make us fit loofer

and freer from the world than we otherwife

flwuid do, and when we are willing fomc-

timcs to take a little reft, and our love and zeal

begin to abate fom.ething of their ardor, then

they fiir us up, and make us mend our pace

liomewards. Thus the Holy Spirit caufes all

things to work together for our good ; even

outward oppofition, fanctified by his grace, helps

us forward, and enables us to run the fafter after

Chrift : And I hope there are many of us, who

can fay with the Apoftle, that nothing fliall

feparate us from our blefled Lord and Saviour.

—" I am perfu'i Jed, fays he, that neither tribu-

" lation nor diilrefs, perfecution, famine, naked-

" nefs, peril or fvvord, (hall be able to feparate

" us
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" US from the love of God, which is in Chrift

"
. Jefus our Lord."

My brethren, if you liave been drawn to

Chrift, have thefe effefts followed ? Are you

running after him in the ways of his command-

ments, and running with delight, as after the

greateft happinefs you can enjoy in time and

in eternity ? If this be your ftate, then in ycu

is this fcripture fulfilled. May he keep you by

his almight}' grace, and lead you on fafely, until

he draw^ you up to himfelf, and make you bleflcd

with him for ever and ever. But if this be not

your ftate, then it is incumbent upon me to warn

you of your guilt, and of your danger, and to

call upon you by every thing that is dear and

valuable, to refle£l ferioufly upon the fituation

you are in ; and this brings me to the fourth and

laft particular upon which I was to fpeak. While

I am applying it as clofely as God fliall enable

me, Oh may he fecond my application by his

grace, and carry it with his efFeftual working to

every one of your confciences.

And firft, in the fpirit of love, I addrefs myfelf

to thofe perfons, whofc afFeftions are not drawn

out after Chrift, by the fweet influence of his

fpirit. Although Chrift has every beauty, every

perfeftion in himfelf, and is willing to communi-

cate to us of his fulnefs grace for grace, yet

alas ! few perfons defire him, and fewer run after

him. You may eafily draw them to a play, to a

concert.
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concert, or to a ball ; but to the God of all grace

and glory, what arguments, what motives can

draw them ? Propofe to them a fair opportunity

of getting a great fortune, ftiew them the way

to honour and grandeur, their hearts meet the

propofal with raptures : but change the difcourfe,

and offer to them the ineftimable riches of Jefus

Chrift, and tlie eternal honours and grandeur

which he has to give, they feel no emotion.

What can be the caufe of this ft range incon-

fiftencY ? Whence is it, that men who love plca-

fure, fliould nevcrthelefs be fo abfurd, as to prefer

fenfual to fpiritual, and temporal to eternal plea-

fures ? Nav, fo monftroufly and wickedly abfurd,

as to let the love of the world ihut out the love

of that God who made it, and who will foon

deftroy it. What can be th.e reafon of this i*

hut that man is a corrupt fallen creature, de-

praved ^in every faculty of foul and body, info-

much, that in fpiritual matters he is as incapable

of acting aright, as a dead man is of acting at

all : for he is dead in trefpaffes and fins. Before

he can move or ftir a ftep, he muft be awakened,

and convinced of his own helplciTncfs. Then

he will have reafon to wait upon God for his

help. But if he never finds himfelf fick, he will

never fend for the phyfician. If he be never

convinced that he cannot go to-Chrift unlefs he

be drawn, he will never dcfire the Holy Spirit

to draw him. And if any of you be in this

cafv:-.
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r.nfo, awake, thou that flccpell in death. Oh,

nwake—-awake—open thine eyes—and con-

lider thy guilt. \\'hither can lin draw thee, but

to hell ? Confider thy danger, liow near thou art

to it. Thy heart and afFcHions have never been

drawn after Chrift ; but they are flill placed upon

thofe objects, which draw the love of all natural

men unto themfelvcs. Either money, or plea-

furc, or ambition are their favourite purfuits, lb

far as to exclude Jefus Chrift, vea the very hun-

gering or thirfting after liini. You have not e\ eii

a defirc to experience Ids ]ove. And therefore

you may be aflured, that you have no work of

grace in vou. You are ftill in your natural ftate.

At an infinite diftance from God. You have

the guilt of your nature and the guilt of your

lives to anfwer for at his great tribunal. His holy

law has already condemned you, and has palTed

fentence upon you, threatening to pour out all

its curfes upon your guilty heads. The righteous

judge is bound to fee them executed upon you.

And you know not how foon he may call you to

judgment. Oh may God roufe up your fears, my
breihren, and alarm you at tlie light of \our

danger. Shall you, who liy with cag -r hafte

from temporal danger, be eaf/ and careleis, while

the almighty God is your enemy, and he uKiy

this moment come and get glory to all his attri-

butes by your evcrlafting deftruclion ? Can you

think yourf.'lves fecure iu this cafe, while there

is
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is only this little light vapour in your noflrils be-

tween you and hell ? Lord Jefus forbid it. If

any perfon hear me this day, who came hither

without any intention to be made uneafy about

the ftate of his foul, Oh let him now feel the

mifery of being feparated from thee the fountain

of good, and draw him to thyfelf, dear Lord,

now draw his heart, from fin, and fatan, from

the world, and the things of it, that he may

follow me with profit, and be edified and com-

forted from what I have to apply.

Secondly, To thofe perfons, whofe defires the

Holy Spirit has begun to draw unto Chrift. I

hope many of you are brought thus far, and can

truly fay, " Draw me, and we will run after

" thee." If you can defire this fincerely, then

the Holy Spirit has already begun to fet your

hearts at liberty. Wait upon him, and he will

enable you to follow Chrift with delight, whither-

foevcr he callcth you. He will let you fee fo

much of your want of Chrift, and of his all-

fufficiency to fupply your wants, that you will

refolve to give up all for him. You will fee

nothing more worthy of your purfuit, than the

knowledge of your intereft in Jefus. There is

indeed nothing clfe worth your purfuit. Unlefs

you are found in him, God the Father is your

enemy, as you are a finner in yourfelf ; but when

he fees you in the Son of his love, a living mem-

ber of his body, all his bleffings are yours in

time
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time and in eternity. Oh then be earneft, be

unwearied at the throne of grace, until you are

drawn efFeftually to Chrill, and by faith united

to him. Whatever keeps you from him, pray

that it may be removed. And be it ever fo dear

an objeft, a right hand or a right eye, look up to

him, and he will give grace fufficient for you.

If it be fin, he is almighty to fave you from it.

If it be great fin, his merits and rightcoufaefs are

infinite. If they be many fins, what proportion

do they bear to infinity ? Arc you a poor loft

finner, did not he come to feck and to fave tliat

which was loll ? Are your fins of a deep die ?

The greateft have been pardoned. But none

you think were ever fo great as yours. How-

can that be ? Is it not written, Jefiis Chrift came
into the world to fave finners, of whom I, fays

Paul, am chief But ftill the fcnfe of your great

unworthincfs fills you v/ith doubts and fears.

You forget that Chrift is the Saviour of the un-

worthy ; and when he gives you Paul's faith,

and you can fay with him, Jefus Chrift loved me,

and gave himfelf for me, then your doubts and

fears will fly before it. Vv'iiatcvcr keeps you

from clofing in with Chrift, is an enemy to your

foul. Pi ay therefore againft it. Intreat the

Holy Spirit to remove it, that you may be drawn
to the loving Saviour* of finners, and united to

him by living faith. And until he produce this

grace in you, feek him diligently in all his ordi-

nances.
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lianccs. Tliey arc the inftituted means by which

he d^a^^s linncis to himfelf, and more ckjfcly

unites believers, llie -word is the ordinance

tvhieh he chiefly ufes to the awakening of Tinners."'

Glory be to him tor that attrattivc virtue and

powerful efricacy -^vhich ftill accompanies the

preaching of it. By his blelling it is daily ef-

fectual to the con\ incing and converting of carc-

lefs finners, and to the building up, and eflablifli-

1112: of he) icvcrs. ^^ ait then under it, and look

up to God for the quickening Spirit to enable

vou to mix faith with what you hear. Be much

in praver. Pray to have your alTections drawn

from the world, and fixed upon God. Seek bis

prefei:ice in every ordinance, and when you find

him in it, he will gi\e you that grace which he

intended it <hould convey. And thus perfevere

in the ufe of the means, until he bring you to

the end. You (hall find him whom your foul

feeketh. l ie will draw you to liimfelf, and then

vou will be able to run after him to whatever lie

calls you to do, or to fuifer. I hope there are

fevcral of you in this happy condition, and to you,

mv chriitian brethren, I addrefs myfelf in iht

third and lail place.

You know the trutli of ihis fcripturc by your

own experience. Having been convinced that

vou could nor coiue unto Chriff, except tlie

Father u'ld Jiruwii } ou by his good Spirit, you

Vv ailed upon iiiin, iinlil he gave you laith, and

united
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united you to Jcfus Chrift : Being united to the

Lord and giver of grace and gloryi all things

are become yours. You are now the fons ot

God, and your heavenly Father will make all

things work together for your good. You are

heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chrift : Oh
remember then your privileges, and walk as

children and fons of the moft high God. Keep

near to your reconciled Father, and be ever look-

ing to Jefus vour dear Redeemer, and feck to be

drawn nearer to him daily by waiting upon him

in his ordinances, that you may have more of his

life and love. And let the great things he hath

done for your fouls be manifefted by your out-

ward walking. Shew that you have nearncfs to

God the Father through the Son of his love,

and accefs with confidence through the faith

that is in him. Let this appear by your living

upon Chrift's fulnefs, and receiving from thence

grace for grace. And the more grace you receive,

in the ftrength of it run the faftcr after Chrift for

more grace. Run in the ways of his command-

ments. Follow his example. Frcfs clofe after

him in his fteps. And be affured the clofer you

follow him upon earth, the nearer will you come
to him in heaven. The more you are conformed

to him in holincfs, the more fliall you be like him

in glory.

i-lappy are you, my chriftlan brethren, v.-ho

have been thus drawn to Chrift, and are t1:iis

Vol. v. E running
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running after him. Hold on your courfe, deter-

mined in God's ftrength not to flop upon ac-

count of what he fhall either call you to do, or

to fufFer. Purfue the way of duty, in which

Chrift walked, whatever difficulties you may
meet with, and fear not but he will give you

ftrength to go on conquering and to conquer.

Whatever his will is concerning you, rely upon

him, and he will make you more than conque-

rors. You know where your ftrength is. God
is your refuge and ftrength. Go to him in every

hour of temptation, and he will give you grace

fufficient for you. Afk and you ftiall have.

The Father will give whatever you afk in his

Son's name. This is your great privilege, and

God grant you may ever make ufe of it in time

of need. Let us now ufe it to crave a blefling

upon what we have heard. And the whole of

this difcourfe is excellently fummed up in the

colleft of our church for this day.

" Grant to us. Lord, we befeech thee, the

" Spirit to think and do always fuch things as be

" rightful, that we who cannot do any thing that

" is good without thee, may by thee be enabled

" to live according to thy will, through Jefus

" Chrift our Lord. Amen."
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SERMON III.

CHAP. i. VER. 4. -

The upright love thee.

The firft part of this verfe has been already

confidered. The perfon who fpeaks it, per-

ceiving the form and comelinefs of Chrift, and

finding a fweeter favour in his name than in the

moft fragrant ointment poured forth, was defirous

of clofe union and fpiritual fellowfhip with him.

But being fenfible of his own helpleffnefs to come

to Chrift, had therefore prayed he might be

drawn, " Draw me and we wiJl run after thee."

The prayer was heard, and anfwered. Chrift

drew the foul by the cords of love unto hirnfelf,

and as the following Vv^ords fliew, he brought

it nigh, and gave it free accefs with confidence

through the faith that is in him. He flied his

love abroad in the heart, which drew it out in

love to him. The believer found himfelf enriched

with fo many graces, and enjoyed fuch fvveet

communion with Chrift, that he rejoiced in him

always, and declared that nothing but fin and ig-

norance could hinder men from feeing and ad-

miring the excellencies of Jefus Chrift. If they

were not in a fallen corrupt ftate, they would

certainly admire and love him : for the upright

love hin^.

E 2 If
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It you were to a(k the generality of men, who
call themfelves chriftians, Whether they loved

Chrift ? They would anfwer. What do you think

we don't love our Saviour r Moft certainly we
do, for who can help loving him ? We are

taught to pray to him, and to love him from

our very infancy, and Ave always have loved

him.

But if you enquire upon what account they

love Chrift ? What knowledge they have of him

and of his falvation, and what proof they can give

of their love to him? They are then at a lofs.

They can only tell you, that their parents had

them baptized, and brought them up in the

church of England, and that they keep conftant

to their church, and have done their duty as well

as they could, tlicy never wronged any body, no

one is without faults, and they have theirs. This

is the religion of the greateft part of our peo-

ple, but how far ihort is this of the fcripture cha-

racter of one that loves Chrift ? A man may do

all this, and much more, without one grain of

lo\ e. He mav practice many duties in his na-

tural fallen ftate from feveral other motives than

a fenfe of love to Chrift, and a fingle eye to his

glory. Thefe are the chriftian motives to obedi-

ence, by AN'hich no natural man can be influ-

enced. The Holy Spirit muft Jiave convinced

him of his fallen ftate, muft have raifed him from

it, muft l.n\-e opened his eye; to fee AVha!. Jefus

^ has
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lias done for his falvation, and muft have fhed

abroad in his heart the love of God, before he

can come up to the fcripture charafter of thcni

that love Chrill : for they ?ire upright who love

him.

That we may have a clear and full view of

the doctrine in the text, it will be proper to con-

fidcr,

Firft, What is the fcripture idea of the word

upright.

Secondly, That man is not upright by na-

ture.

Thirdly, That he muft be made upright before

he can love Chrift.

Fourthly, That being made upright he will

fliew his love to Chrift: by walking in love ; and

in the

Laft place, I will draw fomc practical infer-

ences from the whole. And may the Spirit of

grace accompany and blefs our meditations

upon thefe particulars : may he direct our hearts

into the love of Chrift, and render what fliall

now be fpokcn upon it the means of increafing

it in all our fouls. Under his guidance let us

confider

Firft, What is the fcripture idea of upriglit-

nefs.

The Hebrew word which is here tranflatcd

upright, is in the plural number. As a verb, it

is rendered to maV'- ftraight, Ifaiah xl. ;.4, " to

4 'iin.-i
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" direct in the way," Ifaiah xlv. 13. " and to

" walk flraight in it," as i Sam. vi. 12. " And
*' the kine took the flraight way to the way of

" Bcthfliemefh, and went along the highway,

" lowing as they went, and turned not afide to

*' the right hand or to the left." This is its

received fenfe in the lexicons ; and from this

idea the noun fubftantive is ufed for a directory,

whatever guides in the right way, and the plu-

ral mafculine denotes thofe perfons who are in

the right way, and who walk flraight in it,

whom we properly term upright men, alluding

to their having been once in a fallen ftate, and

having loft the right way, but being now raifed

up they are brought into it again, and made

upright.

" Made upright," fays our moralifts, " how
abfurd is this expreffion! What neceffity is there

for nr.aking us upright.^ Are we not fo by na-

ture ? Wave not we all a moral rectitude ? Have

we not in ourfeives the rule of right, and obli-

gations to follow it ? We are moral agents and

upright, wliy then do you talk of making men

what tliey already are ?"

This is the language of modern rcafoners,

who would be wife above what is written.

' " For the foul that is lifted up, faith God, is

" not upright in him." (Hab. ii. 4.) And' yet

the piide of their hearts loves fl«ttering compli-

ments, be thev ever fo falfe, and they are fond

of
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of being told of the dignity and re£litade of their

nature, although thefe are mere metaphyfical

chimeras. They are contrary to matter of fa<ft,

and to every day's experience, and contrary to ,

the exprefs word of God, which proves that man .

is not upright by nature, as I am to flaew under

my fecond head.
.

The whole volume of revelation gives us this

,

character of mankind, " they have all fmned,

" and come fliort of the glory of God." And
what can be the dignity of a poor loft /inner,

who has robbed God of his glory ? And where

is the rectitude of fallen man, of whom " there

" is none righteous, no not one ?" The fcrip-

ture ftrikes at the very root of our fancied dig-,

nity and reftitude, when it declares (Mich. vii. 2.)

" there is none upright among men," no not

one is there in the reftitude of nature, in which

man was at firft created : for " God hath made
" man upright," faith another fcripture, " but

" they have fought out many inventions," finful

as well as foolifli, which prove that they are not

upright as they firft came out of the hand of God.

And indeed the fcripture fpeaks fo much of the

fall and corruption of nature, as if it loft man

without any power or ftrength to recover him-

fclf. The prophet Jeremiah praying to God
fays, (x. 23.) " O Lord I know that the way of

" man is not in himfelf: it is not in man that

" w alketh to direfl; his fteps." To which agree.

the
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the words of the apoftle (Rom. iii. 9, &c.) " We
" have before proved both Jews and Gentiles,

" that they are all under fin ; as it is written,

" there is none righteous, no not one, there is

" none that underftandeth, there is none that

" feeketh after God, they are all gone out of

the way :" fo that there is no uprightnefs in any

of them. Fallen man is gone out of the right

way, and he does not underftand how to return

into it, nay he does not fo much as feck after

God, that he may be fet right. His defires and

his affections arc turned from God : they are fet

upon fin, as our church expreffes it in the ninth

article, " Original fm is the fault and corrup-

" tion of the nature of every man whereby

" man is very far gone from original righteouf-

" nefs, and is of his own nature inclined to evil,

" fo that the flefh lufteth always contrary to the

" fpirit." How can man under the guilt of ori-

ginal fin have any moral reclitude ? Can he be

upright who is very far gone from original righ-

teoufnefs ? Can he be in the right way who is

very far gone out of it ? And how can he be

inclined to love Chrift, who by the fault and

corruption of his nature is always inclined to

evil ? While there is no fear of God before his

eye how can there poffibly be any love of God

in his heart ? The love of Chrifl is abfolutely

inconfiftcnt with the blindnefs and depravity of

fallen man, who is in love with fin. Sin and

Chrift
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ChrHl arc as oppofite as heaven and hell, to

^vhich they lead. And as fallen men arc in-

chned to fin, and love it, the flefh liifting al-

ways contrary to the fpirit, confequently while

they continue in this Hate, they cannot love

Chrifl ; for none but the upright, who are raifed

from their fallen ftate, love him.

Men and brethren, examine thefe authorities.

Do they appear to you clear and decifive r Here

are the exprefs words of fcripture, and the de-

termination of our church upon this very point,

declaring that man in his natural ftate is not up-

right. I would infer from your prefence here

that you do believe this truth, and if you do,

may it be a praftical belief. A8; under the

fenfe of it. As you are convinced that you arc

not upright by nature, certainly you will feck to

be made upright, and will therefore gladly fol-

low me to the third point I was to confider, viz.

that you muft be made upright before you can

love Chrift.

There is no other method, but what the gofpcl

propofcs. You would not go to the law, and

fct about keeping it more carefully for the fu-

ture, in order to recover your reftitude: becaufe

the law allows of no failing. Upon the firft

oflTencc it puts you under the curfe, and con-

demns you. And as all have finned and come

fiiort of the glory of God, therefore by the works

of the law fliall no flefh be juftified in his fight.

The
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The law is a mlniftration of condemnation, it is

ufeful to fliew linners that thej arc not upright,

but it can afford them no hope, neither doth it

ofTer them any remedy. It can only fcourge and

wound the confcience with the fenfe of tranf-

greffion, and fend the guilty to the gofpel, for

the recovery of their uprightnefs. And the gof-

pel difcovers to them the rich plan of grace, the

covenant of the Eternal Three, with the diftincl

offices of each perfon in the ceconomy of man's

recovery. The Father's j"ufi;ice requires and re-

ceives, the Son's love pays, the Holy Spirit's

grace applies, the atonement. The application

is in the hand of the Spirit Jehovah. It is the

work of his grace to apply to fallen man the be-

nefits of the atonement, and to unite him by

faving faith to Jefus Chrifi, whereby he is made

upright.

The fcripture has laid down, and all the up-

right have experienced, the method which the

Holy Spirit purfiies in bringing fallen man into a

fiate of uprightnefs. Firft he lliews the finncr

his guilt and his danger, and lets him fee that

he is not upright. When the Holy Ghofi the

comforter is ccnic, fays our Lord, he will con-

vince the world of fin. When he comes to the

natural man, he finds him fecure and uncon-

cerned about the Hate of his foul or the pardon

of his fins: for the whole world licth aflecp, yea

dea J in trcfpalTes and fins, until awakened and

quickened
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quickened by the power of God's Spirit. He
that can be heard even by the dead, calls,

" Awake, thou that fleepeft, and arife from the

" dead, and Chrift fliall give thee life." This

awakens and alarms the confcience. The finner

is made fenfible of his guilt and condemnation,

and convinced of his helplefsnefs, and thus hum-

bled under the fenfc' of his want of upri^htnefs,

he is enabled to follow that divine teaching,

which is to convince him where his wants may

be fupplied.

He hears the report of the gofpel, that all

fmners who are fenfible of their wants may have

them fupplied out of the exceeding riches of

Chrift's grace, who has every thing to give that

they can ftand in need of. They may receive

out of his fulnefs grate for grace. Are they ig-

norant of the thiags oi God} He is an all-wife

prophet to enlighten their underftandings. Are

they under the pollution and guilt of fm, and

under the condemnation of the law ? He is an

all-meritorious prieft, whofe blood can cleanfe

them from the pollution and guilt of fm, and by

whofe righteoufnefs fmi^ers are freed from the

condemnation of the broken law, and ftand

accepted in the fight of the holy God. Are

they enflaved and in bondage to their fpiritual

enemies? He is an almighty king, who can fub-

-due in them the dominion of fin. When the

awakened fmner hears thefe things out of the

gofpel,
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gofpcl, he affents to them as truths, and t'lic

Holy Spirit draws his defires out after the ex-

perience of them. As he is made to feel his

wants, fo doth he wifli for a fupply from Chrift's

fulnefs. He pants with fervent defire and car-

neft breathings of foul, to know his union with

Jefus by faith, and would gladly receive him in

all his offices, as a king to fubdue fin in him,

as well as a prophet, and a prieft to free him

from the guilt and deliver him from tlic punifli-

ment of fin. The Holy Spirit cheriflies and

ftrengthens thefc good defires, and in his own
good time he completes them, which is the

third ftep in the work of experience.

He convinces the awakened finncr of righte-

oufnefs, by giving him faith to believe that the

righteoufnefs of Chrift is imputed unto him for

juftification to life. The fcripture fays exprefsly,

that it is his office to convioce men of righteouf-

nefs, and thereby to give them peace in believ-

ing, that God the Father is reconciled unto them

through the righteoufnefs of his Son :
" For

" being jullified by faith we have peace with

" God through our Lord Jefus Chrift." (Rom.

V. I.) And when the mind is at peace with God
upon account of its being juftified by faith, then

it is made upright, and the evidence of juftifying

faith is an upright walking. He that is in a juf^

tificd ftate is upright, and in confcqucnce thereof

he will in his lifo and conwrfalion walk up-

rightly.
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rightlv. As he has received Chrift Jefus the

Lord, fo he walks in him, and delires to live to

the glory of his divine Saviour. He Rould

have every thought, and word and work a tef-

timony of his gratitude. It is the prayer of his

heart, that he may walk worthy of the Lord

unto all pleafing, and may Ihew forth the praifes

of his God by being fruitful in every good

work; for " this is the love of God, that we
" keep his commandments, and (to the upright

" who keep them out of love; his commandments
' arc not grievous."

My beloved brethren, confider thefe things,

and weigh them attentively. Have you been

made to fee the exceeding fmfulnefs of fin ? That

it has robbed you of your innocence and upn

rightnefs r That you are thereby expofed to the

condemnation of the law, and to the wrath of

infinite jufiice ? Have you fled for refuge to Je-

fus r Do you perceive that he is the end of the

law for rightcoufnefs unto you ? And therefore

knowing yourfelf upright in him, can you fay,

Chrift is precious ; he hath made me upright,

therefore I love him ; it is the grief of my foul

to offend him ; it is the greateft joy and delight

of my heart to live and walk fo as to pleafe him?

If you are as yet ftrangers to this happy know-

ledge, deceive yourfelves no longer, do not think

you have a fincere love to Chrift : for you know
not the pQwer of ChrilVs love to you. But if

you
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you have been thoroughly humbled, and con-

vinced of your loft helplefs ftate, and have re-

ceived Chrift and his righteoufnefs with love,

joy, and peace, then being made upright, it is

incumbent upon you to walk uprightly. It is

your bounden duty to have a heart full of gra-

titude to God : and it is your privilege and

happinefs to be able to exprefs your "gratitude in

your life and converfation. In them let it ap-

pear that you love Chrift. Let the world fee it

in your chriftian walking, and give them conti-

nual occafion to glorify God on your account.

And this brings me to the fourth particular I

was to confider, namely, that being made up-

right, you will fliew your love to Chrift by walk-

ing in love.

When love is in the heart, it will appear out-

wardly. It will have its proper works. It will

manifeft itfelf, like light, and fpread abroad its

fweet influence. Light cannot propagate dark-

nefs, nor can the love of Chrift produce hatred

to his will : it is the do£trine of one apoftle to

his Coloflians, chap. ii. 6. "As you have there-

" fore received Chrift Jefus the Lord, fo walk
" ye in him and of another apoftle, " If any

man faith, he abideth in Chrift, he ought him-

" felf alfo to walk, even as Chrift walked."

(i John ii. 6.) He is to prove that he abideth in

Chrift by following Chrift's example, and by

walking in 'his fteps : fuT as Chrift has made him

3 upright,
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upright, he will enable him to walk uprightly,

bccaufe his outward walking is to bring glory-

to God, and good to mankind. The love of

Chrift in the heart is that pra6lica] love which

the apoftle fays is the fulfilling of the law : for

it operates in the love of God and in the love of

our neighbour, and on thefe two commandments

hang all the law and the prophets.

The upright man has a lively fenfe of God
the Father's being reconciled to him in Chrift.

Without this he could not love God : for a fm-

ner, confcious of his having offended God and

broken his holy law, can never be brought to

love God until he be convinced that God loves

him. He may as foon love pain and torments,

as love an offended God, whofe almighty juftice

is to get itfelf glory by his deftru£tion ; but

when he is perfuaded that God is reconciled to

him, then he has with joy and dehght received

the word of reconciliation : for " Vv'e Jove him,"

not abftracledly, or metaphyfically, but experi-

mentally, " becaufe he firft loved us." And
when the Holy Spirit fheds. abroad the love o .

God in our hearts, and reveals to them God's

firft loving us, then we fee God in a new light..

We look upon him as our reconciled Father

and in this charafter he appears altogether ami

able and lovely. Having tafted how good and

gracious he is, we defire from our hearts to

pleafe him, and this defire will certainly operate

in
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in the two great commandments, the love of

God and the love of our neighbour.

The upright man loves God and walks with

God. Love attraQs, and unites, and thereby

produces communion. The believer has com-

munion with the Father and the Son by the

bond of the Spirit j from whence are derived to

him all the graces and blcflings of the gofpel,

which he receives with a thankful heart, and

fliews his gratitude by loving what God loves.

We know what God loves from his revealed

will. This is the copy of his mind. And when

the fame mind is in us that was in Chrift, then

each of us fliall be able to fay, " I delight to do

" thy will, O my God." The will of the up-

right man is reconciled to God's will, and there-

fore the way of the commandments becomes

pleafant. There may be difficulties in it, but

his love rejoices to overcome them. His fpiri-

tual enemies may tempt him out of the way, but

love fets him above their temptations, \^'hen

the world tries to fliare his heart with God, he

rejedts its offers with fcorn, for he remembers

that if any man love the world the love of the

Father is not in him. Docs it offer him plea-

fure ? His love has found other kind of plcafure

than the world has to give, even pleafures laid

up at God's right hand for evermore. Does it

offer him money ? His affeftions are placed upon

the unfearchable riches of Chrift. There is his

heart
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heart and there is his treafure. Does It tempt

him with honour? He defires only the honour

that is of God. And thus love arms him againft

the temptations, which try to make his will a£l

differently from God's will. His love being fin-

cere he has upright intentions, has a firaight view

of things, fees them with a fingle eye, and

tlierefore is not eafily drawn afide. God's glorv

is his one great end and aim. He has refpect

to it in every thing he docs, and is as careful of

avoiding whatever tends to injure it, as if it were

wounding the apple of his own eye. And thus

the upright man flicws his love to God agreea-

bly to what is written, " If ye love me keep my
commandments."

And his love to God not only enables him to

do all things, but alfo to fuffer all things. This

is 'a very hard lefibn to flefli and blood, but love

makes it eafv". Every difciple of Chrift is called

to follow him in the way of fufFering. The crofs

is our portion. Self indeed would be gladly ex-

cufed in the taking it up, but love to Chrift ena-

bles us to deny felf, and to take up the crofs

daily: " For love endureth all things." (i Cor.

xiii. 7.) Love can endure the Iharpcft crofs,

and chriftians have rejoiced and been exceeding

glad in bearing it. They have had trnh of cruel

mockings and fcourgings, yea moreover of bonds

and imprifonment—They were ftoned, they were

fawn afunder, were tempted, were flain with

Vol. V. F the
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the fword—They wandered about in deferts and

mountains, in dens and caves of the earth, defti-

tute, afflifted, tormented ; and yet they were

happy under all their fufFerings. Many waters

could not quench their love, nor could the

Hoods drown it: for they loved not their lives

unto the death. In the very flames they tri-

umphed in their Jove to Chrift, and in what-

ever fliape death came they rejoiced in it,

becaufe it would bring them to their be-

loved Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. And
thank God we have ftill fome men of the fame

fpirit, who know in whom they have believed.

Chrift is dearer to them than life ; and if he

Ihould call them to give proof of it, his ftrength

would be perfected in them, and he would enable

Ihem to fay with the apoftle—" Who fliall fe-

" parate us from the love of Chrift r Shall tri-

" bulation, or diftrefs, or pcrfecution, or famine,

" or nakednefs, or peril, or fword? Nay in all

" thefe things we are more than conquerors

" through him that loved us : for I am per-

" fuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor

" angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor

" things prefent, nor things to come, nor height,

" nor depth, nor any other crcalurc fliall be

" able to fcparatc us from the Love of God
" which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord."

And after the upright man has thus learnt to

do and to fuffcr all things out of love to Chrift,

he
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he will ccrtainlykeep the fecondgreat command-

ment, which is Hke unto the firft, and love his

neighbour as hlmfclf. There is no brotherly

]ovc in the natural man. He may talk and write

about it, but he cannot praftice it rincercly and

difinterefledly : becaule his views are narrow and

felfifli. St. Paul's character of the Romans,

(chap, i.) is true of all natural men
; they had

every temper that was hateful, and they were

haters of God and hating one another. But how

then is brotherly love to be attained ? It is from

above, from whence cometh every good and pei-

fcft gift. The apoftle Paul fays, we muft be

taught it of God (ThefT. iv. 9.) And anotlier

apoftle fays, " Let us love one another, for love

" is of God ; and every one that loveth is born

" of God and knoweth God." From thefe fcri])-

tures it is evident, that Gcd teaches us brotherly

love, and when we are born of God, are made

his adopted children in Chrift, and know him to

be our loving Father, then have we that faah

which worketh by love, to God and to man.

This working love prays for, and labours' to

ferve both their fouls and bodies. It goes about

doing them good, feeking opportunites, and wil-

lingly negletting none. This is the upright

man's walking with refpeft to his neighbour. He
is knit to him in love, and flievvs it by the la-

bour of love, by d(. ng every kind and good

office thai is in his t^cwor. And thus he v.alks

F 2 in
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in love, as Chrifl hath loved him, which is the

higheft degree of brotherly love : for it is our

Lord's new and great commandment, that we
fhould " love one another as he hath loved

" us."

Judge now, whether there be not good reafon

for the aflertion in the text, " The upright love

" thee ?" Can finners be fenfible of Jefus's

having done fuch great things for them, can they

experience fuch a happy work wrought in them

by the Divine Spirit and not love God? It is

impoflible. They have been made thoroughly

fenfible of their being by nature eftranged from

God, and wanderers from the right way, and of

their having no power in thcmfelves to return

into it again, 'i hey found that they had no uj)-

rightnefs in them: for they loved what God
hated ;

yea they hated God himfelf, becaufe he

is the juft avenger of fm. But upon hearing the

report of the gofpel, that Chrift will receive all

finners who come unto him, ihey were Itirred

up to come. And they waited upon Chrift,

until the Holy Spirit brought them good tidHigs

of great joy. He flicd abroad the love of God
in their hearts, bearing tcftimony with their

Spirits, that God was their reconciled Father,

and they were his adopted children in Chrift.

And being thus made upright before God, in the

ftrength of the Lord they walk uprightly. In

their lives and convcrfations they make the two

I command-



DISCOURSE III. 89

commandments, upon which hang all the law

and the prophets, the rule of their aftions, lov-

ing the Lord their God witb all their hearts,

and with all their fouls, and with all their

ftrength, and their neighljour as themfelves.

And thus they give evidence of their love to

Chrift. 'J his is the d()(^trine from which in the

fifth and lafl place I am to draw fume practical

inferences.

And is what you have now heard agreeable,

my brethren, to your experience ? If it be,

you art^ fafc and happy. If it be not, I befeech

you fuflTer the word of exhortation. It is an

awful and a folemn word, and may God accom-

pany it with the effeclual working of his power.

If you were upright, you would love Chrift, but

as you do not love him, hear and tremble if you

have any love left for your poor fouls—" If any

" man love not the Lord Jefui Chrift, let him
" be anathema maranatha." (i Cor. xvi. 22.)

Confider what it is to be under an anathema,

to be curfed of God— curfed by his holy law
;

and to be finally excommunicated by that fen-

tence which is never to be reverfed—" Go ye

" curfed into everlafting fire." If you make light

of this at prefent, yet unlefs you repent, a time

will come when you will wifli you had never

been born, rather than have died under the ana-

thema of God. Oh may he now touch the hearts

of



9© Solomon's song.

of tliofe ungrateful men who love not the Lord

Jefus Chrift, and may he of his grace and bounty

give them to tafte of that love, which pafleth

knowledge. May he that heareth prayer hear

and anfwer, while I am fpeaking a word to the

formalin, who has fomething of the fliew, but

lio more of the power of divine love, than the

carelefs fmner.

The formalifl: is rather decent in his outward

behaviour—he attends regularly upon the ordi-

nances—goes a great way in outward matters,

and has the air and appearance of a chriftian. If

you afk him whether he loves Chrift, he is very

confident he does, and is fomevvhat offended

that you fliould fufpeft his love ; but bring it to

the teft of fcripture and it will not ftand the tri-

al ; for the formaiift not only has not that true

love of God, of which the fcripture treats, but

he is alfo an enemy to it. He is the firft to cry

out enthufiafm, if he hear, that the love of God
arifos from the knowledge of our being reconcil-

ed to him in Chrift. It is with him the very

mark 'of this new religious madnefs for any man
to fay, that he loves God from a fcnfe of his hav-

ing freely forgiven him all trefpafles. So that

the formaiift, with all his outward decency and

profeffion, is rather farther from the true love of

God than the carelefs finner : for the one has it

not, but the other thinks it enthufiafm and mad-

nefs
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ncfs to protend to have it. And yet the fcrin-

turc is full of this enthufiafm. It has thus af-

/igned the grounds and rcafons of our love to

God, " We love hini, bccaufe he firft loved

" us."—Here we are taught, that our love to

him arifes from his firft loving us ; but how can

we know he firft loves us, unlefs he manifeft it,

and filed it abroad in our hearts by the Holy

Ghofl:. And in this way he does manifcft it.

He fends his good Spirit into our hearts to let tis

know that he firft loves us. Hear } e formalifts,

the exprefs teftimony of God's word : " The
" love of God is Ihed abroad in our hearts by
" the Holy Ghoft, wliich is given unto us."

(Rom. V. 5.) And until the Holy Ghoft give

you this love, be ye ever fo decent in vour out-

ward walking, you have none of the life and

power of religion, but are dead in your lins.

'Hiis is the opinion of our church concerning

you : for thus fiie teaches you to pray—O Lord,

who haft taught us, that all our doings without

charity (or love) are nothing worth: fend. thy

Holy Ghoft and pour into our hearts, that moft

excellent gift of charity (or love) the very bond
of peace and of all virtues, without which who-
focver livcth is counted dead before thee, Sec.

(Coilecl for Quinqagcfima.) Charity lignhies

nothing more than love. And in this collcft the

fenfe, as A\ell as the epiftle to which it refers,

determine
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determine it to be the love of God , and if you
have not this love poured inio your heart by

the Holy Ghoft, let whatfoever elfe be in your

heart, you are counted dead before God. Oh
that he may bring you out of that dead life-

Icfs flate, in which you are at prefent, and

raife you up to newnefs of life, and place

you among the uprii^ht who Jove Chrift.

And

.
Whatever others may do, the uj)right will

love Chrift. Tliough other men may fee no form

nor comelinefs in him that they fhould defire him,

yet in their eyes he is altogether lovely. Tlicy

love h'im tor making them upright, and they

give evidence of their loye by walking uprightly.

His will is theirs. They love what he loves.

Hjs revealed will is tlie copy of his mind, and

therefore it is the rule of their converfations.

Being m.ade upright, and the fame mind being

in them that was in Chrift, there vvill be the

fame putward v. ;;]l;ing. They will follow his

example, anvl tread in his fteps : for hovvcjn

their love to Chrift act againft its own nature, fo

as to h.Jte this v.-ill r Certamly therefore their

love to him will fiiew itfelf in love to his com-

mandment.s. And if a man fay, I love Chrift,

and hateth his commandments, he is a liar, for he

that loveth not the will of God, how can he love

God t And this commandment have we from

him,
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him, that he who loveth God loveth his comr

mandments alfo.

Is this your experience, my brethren ? En-

quire ftrictly, and intrcat the Holy Spirit to help

you in inquiry, whether Chrift has made you

upright, and you therefore love him and his com-

mandments. I have put you upon this enquiry,

becaufe the fcripture puts you upon it, and be-

caufe there is a general miftake concerning it.

The fcripture has exprefsly mentioned the effects,

which will How from the love of Chrift in the

licart ; thefe etlcils we defire you to manifeft in

your lives. We do not fend convinced fmners

to the law, and tell them. If ye would enter in-

to lift, keep the commandments. No. We
fend them to Chrift, becaufe they have broken

the commandments, and they mull be pardoned^

and receive juftification to life from him, before

they can keep any one commandment well-pleaf-

ing to God. But when the Holy Spirit gives

them the knowledge of their pardon and juftifi-

cation, then they receive a faith that worketh by

love, a faith that proves itfelf to be from God
by working in love to what God loves. Thefe

workings of faith by love to God and man are

the marks and evidences we defire to fee in your

lives and converfations. We are authorifed from

(iod's word to call upon you for them, not as if

they were your falvation, but as the certain

effeas
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efFe<9:s of your being in a ftate of falvation. The

fun cannot be without fending out Hght : fo love

cannot be without producing its proper works,

—

works as certainly flowing from it, as h'ght does

from the fun. If works flow not out, we are cer-

tain there is no love in the heart : for there is no

caufe, if there be no efFe£ls. Examine then, 1

befeech you, the nature of the love which you

think you have to Chrift ; fee if it. has the fcrip-

ture marks of true love. Happy is he who look-

ing into his own brcaft is able to fay, " Lord,

" thou kncweft all things, thou knoweft that I

" love thee : whom have I in heaven but thee,

" and there is none upon earth I defire in com-

" parifon of thee." My brethren, can you take

up thefe w^ords, and repeat them with praife and

thankfulncfs If you can, may you go on re-

joicing, daily receiving larger meafures of divine

]ove, and bringing forth richer and riper fruits to

the glory of God. But if you cannot, do you fee

your want of love to Chrift, and are you hunger-

ing and thirfting after it.' If you are, look up

and afk it of the God of love. Pray him to be-

ftow it upon you out of the riches of his free

grace. And let us all with one heart and one

voice intreat him in the words of our church to

give us the experience of what has been now faid,

praying as flie hath taught us—" O almighty God,
" who alone canil order the unruly wills and af-

" feftions
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fe6tions of finful men : grant unto thy people,

that they may love the thing which thou com-

mandeft, and defire that which thou dofl

promife, that fo among the fundiy and mani-

fold changes of tlie world, our hearts may
furely there be fixed where true jovs are to

be found j through Jefus Chrift our Lord.

Amen^
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SERMON n*.

CHAP. i. VER. 7.

Tell me, O ihou xvhom my foul loveih, where thou

feedeji, where thou makejl thy fiock to rejl at noon.

These words arc part cf a prayer, which tlie

faithful offer up to the great and good fliepherd.

He had drawn them to hiinfelf, had pardoned

all their wanderings, and Viad flied his love

abroad in their hearts, which made them pray

for his fupport and defence. They ftill found

that they had many wants, for which they ex-

pefted a fapply out of his fulnefs, and many in-

firmities, from which they defired deliverance in

his ftrength. His grace w^as needful every n)o-

inent. That fpiritual and divine life, which he

had begun iri their fouls, could not be carried on

without his continual help. They wanted the

bread that cometh down from heaven, and which

is the life of the fpirits of m.en, as much as they

want the bread which is the life of the body.

And in ti.ne of trouble they wanted divine

ftrength. When aflTaulted with powerful temp-

tations from within and from without, they durft

not think of attacking them, and much lefs of

overcoming them with the arm of flefli, but they
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fought to be ftrong in the Lord and in the pow-

er of his miglit. This is the fubje£l of the

words no',v read ; in which the faithful pray the

great and good fliephcrd to tell them wiiere he

feeds his flock, and where he llicltcrs them from

the fcorching heat of the fun at noon— Tell

" me, O thou whom my foul loveth, where

" thou feedell, where tliou makeft thy flock to

** reft at noon." fJcre wc have

Firft, The amiablcncfs of Chrift's padoral

oflice ;
every faithful foul can fay to the good

fliephcrd, O thou whom my foul loveth."

Secondly, The reafon affigned for loving

Wim, he fecdclh his flock like a fliephcrd.

And
Thirdly, Me gives them comfort and llrcngth

in the time of great trials, he makes his flock to

reft in the burning heat at noon. And
Fourthly, Me faves his flock from the great

trial of all, from death.

And while I am fpeaking to thefe particulars,

may the Spirit of the living God apply them to

all your hearts. May he convince you pra£ti-

cally of the amiablenefs of Chrift's paftoral

ofiice, that you may be able to fay from youf

own experience, " O thou whom my foul lov-

" eth." Chrift is the good fliephcrd, and in

this character he is altogether lovely. It is one

of the fwceteft relations that he ftands in to his

people, and is to them the fullefl: of comfort

;

but
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but then they muft derive tin ir comfort from

knowing him to be their fliephcrd, andthemfelves

to be his people and the (hecj) of his paflure.

Without this knowledge, fpeaking of his love-

linefs would be like talking in an unknown
tongue : for what excellency can finners fee in

him that they fliould dclire him, if they were

never convinced that they were loft flieep, who
muft for ever perifli, unlefs the good flicpherd

bring them back again into his fold ? They fee

no form or comelinefs in him, until they begin

to find their want of him, and therefore when

grace comes, its firft work is to convince them

of their wants. The firft ftep it fets them in their

way to God is to make them fenfible . of their

having wandered from him. And all of you,

my brethren, whatever yourftate may be at i)re-

fent, had wandered from God. You had gone

every man after the error of lits own ways, and

in the maze of thefe errors you had wandered fo

long that you were quite loft. You could not

difcover the way back again to God, or if any

one was to fhew it you, you had neither will nor

power to take one ftep in it. bin had impaired,

yea had deadened the faculties of the foul. It

left the underftanding in darknefs, the will cor-

rupt and always inclined to evil, and the heart

and affeftions at enmity with God. In this 10ft

and helplefs ftate, and this is the ftate of every

man by nature, you were like flieep that have

wandered
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M-andcrcd from the fold. This is a common-
unage in fcripture. Fallen man is there com-
pared to a loft llieep, and this is a juft and beau-

tiful pi£iure of him : for flieep, as you all knov/,

arc fimple weak creatures, who have neither

force to refift their enemies, nor wifdom to avoid

them
; they want fagacity to find out the beft

paftures, to defend themfelves from the incle-

mency of the weather, and to find the way back
again to the fold after they have once ftrayed

from it. There is not a creature in the world
more helplefs than a loft fheep. It muft perifh

unlefs the ftiepherd feek it out and bring it back.

Now all the fons of Adam are in this loft and

helplefs condition, and the firft ftep towards

their deliverance is a conviftion of their not be-

ing able to do any thing towards delivering

themfelves. Whether they be learned or un-

learned, rich or poor, they are alike wanderers

from God, and alike unable in their own ftrength

to return. It is exceeding difficult to convince

natural men of this truth, and yet the gofpcl

can do them no good, until they be convinced.

They muft fee, that they are poor loft fheep be-

fore they will feek after the falvation which the

great ftiepherd has purchafed for them ; and be-

caufe it was neceftary they fliould fee themfelves

in this ftate, God has therefore been pleafed to

give them abundant proof of their being in it.

The prophet David fays (Pfalm cxix. 176.) " I

" have

3
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" have gone aftray, like a loft fheep, feck thy*

fervant." But left this fhould be thought his

own particular cafe, God by the mouth of an-

other prophet declares that it is the cafe of us

all. " All we like fheep have gone aftray, we
have turned every one to his own way "

(Ifaiah liii. 6.) Here all men without exception

are faid to have gone aftray like (heep, and

to have turned from the way ofGod to their own

ways, and naturally they arc like loft Hieepj

helplefs and unable to return. The people of

the Jews were certainly in this condition : for

our Lord fays, he was fent to the loft fneep of

the houfe of Ifrael, and not to them only, as if

they alone were left : for " other flieep," fays

he, " I have, which are not of this fold, them

" alfo I muft bring," back agam to God from

their wanderings, therefore they were loft iheep

as well as the Jews, " and there lhall be one

" fold and one ftiephcrd."

If the fenfe of thefe fcripturcs was not clear,

and their authority decifive, I might bring more

proofs, but I hope thefe are fufficient. They

muft be fatisfaftory to the members ofourchurch,

becaufe this is her eftabiiilied doctrine both in her

articles and homilies. The homilies upon the

mifery of man are written entirely upon this fub-

je6l, and the tenih article fays, that fuch is the

condition of man after the fall, that he cannot

turn or prepare hiaifeif to any good^unlefs the

grace
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grace of Chrift go before to give him a good will,

and then work with him, when he has that good

will. If you never found yourfelf unable to do

any good unlefs Chrift fliould give you both the

will and the power, you may call yourfelfa mem-

ber of our church, but you are indeed a ftranger

to her conftitution. And though you attend up-

on her ordinances, and take her words in your

mouth, yet you deny them in your heart. Wb.at

a mockery is it of God for a man to come to

church, and upon his bended knees in the pre-

fence of an all-fccing God to declare (which } ou

have all done this day) " Almighty and moft

" merciful father, we have erred and ftraycd

from thy ways like loft fheep," and afterwards

to confefs " There is no health in us." Is not

this mocking God to his face, if a man does not

believe, or does not experience what he fays ?

Let every perfon, who would be thought a mem-
ber of our church, weigh the force of thefe

words, and if he cannot fubfcribe to his being a

vi'anderer from God, and as unable to return as

a loft flieep, never more let him join with us in

our church's confeflion, until he can fay from his

heart, that he has erred and ftrayed from God's

ways, like a loft flieep, and has no health in

liimfelf, or ftrength to return.

It is then a plain matter of faci-, that fallen

man is in a loft helplefs condition. He is in it,

but the vvorft part of his fall confifts in his being

Vol. V. G infcnfiblc
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infenfible of his danger. He is loft, but he does

not know it ; he is helplefs^ but his pride gives

him high ideas of his own ftrength. While he

continues in this fmful fecurity, he fees no want

of a (lie})lierd ; and though he never fends up

one wiili or prayer for help, yet the great and

good fhepherd does not forget his own. He is

Jehovah, the true felf-exifting God, the creator

of all things vifible and invifible ; and this al-

mighty and eternal Being vouchfafes to reveal

himfclf to his people under the fvveet and ami-

able charaftcr of a fliepherd. Whatever is love-

ly in an earthly ftiepherd is to be found fpiritu-

ally in our incarnate God. Is it expefled of a

fhepherd, that if he lofe any of his flock he fliould

feek diligently until he find it ? Is, he to fparc

no pains, to refufe no difficulty or danger in

fearch of it ^ Herein we have a beautiful image

of our Lord's paftoral love. He looked down

from heaven upon the children of men, and faw

them wandering every one after the error of their

own ways, he faw that deftruftion and mifery

were in their ways, he faw the enemy of their

fouls, like a roaring lion, going about and feek-

ing whom he might devour. His eye pitied

them. At the fight of their loft and helplefs

condition the bowels of his tendereft compaffion

were moved. He could not fee them perifli

;

and therefore he came down from his eternal

tlirone, veiled the brightnefs of divine glory un-

5 .
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der a tabernacle of flefli, humbled himfelfto the

loweft abafement, to be born a fervant under the

law, to fuffer, to die, yea tlie accurfed death of

tlie crofs. To this infinite condefcenfion he

ftooped in order to fave his loft flieep. This he

cxprefsly declares was the gracious purpofe for

which he came into the world : " The Son of

" Man is come to feek and to fave that which

" was loft." Even they whom he has fought

and faved were loft as w^ell as others, and as

helplefs as loft flieep. Theyhad.no dcfire, and

much lefs power to return to God, but were

pleafing themfelves with the errors of their own

ways, when the Lord Jefus ftopt them. He
called to them, and gave them ears to hear. He
fpake, and gave them hearts to obey. He drew

them to himfelf, and faved them with a great

falvation. And thus he was found of them that

fought him not. And whoever thou art, whom
he has fought, thou haft been made to fee thy

wanderings. If thou art indeed brought home

to God, thou haft been deeply humbled for thy

turning away from him ; and thou art convinced

that if Jefus Chrifthad not come down from hea-

ven to feek thee, thou muft have been loft for

ever and ever. But now, being fought out by

his tender care, and found, thou canft tell of the

love of this good fliepherd, who has not only

brought thee home to God, buthas alfo par-

doned thee, waftiedthee clean in his own blood,

G 2 and
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and jufiificd thee with his infinite righteoufncfs.

Thou art now admitted into his fold, and the

fenfe of what he has already done for thee will

enable thee to go to him continually with fakh,

• and fay, " Tell me, O thou whom my foul loveth,

" where thou feedeft ; from what I have already

" experienced of thy love, I doubt not but thou
" wilt feed me with the bread that endureth
" unto everlafting life." And this leads me
fecondly to conlider a reafon here affigned for

loving him, namely, that he feedeth his flock like

a Ihepherd.

The earthly fliepherd is not only to bring back

the loft fheep, but it is alfo part of his paftoral

office, to provide for its future fupport. He is

to fee that it lack nothing, but is to feed it in

green paftures, and to lead it befide the ftill

waters. And herein we have a lively picture of

our Lord's paftoral love. When mankind left

God and turned into the ways of fin, they loft

that divine fupport, which is the happlnefs of

the foul, and they were feparated from the

fountain of life. The apoftle fays, they were

alienated from the life of God. And they had

no means to recover it, nor indeed any fenfe of

their want of it. They were laying dead in

trefpaffes and fins, when the Lord Jcfus brought

it down for us from heaven, and they are ftill

in this dead ftate, when he fends his good Spirit

£rft to convince them how much they want it,

and
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and then freely to beftow it upon them :
" For

" the bread of God (that bread which fupports

" the life of God in the foul) is he, which

" Cometh down from heaven, and giveth life

" unto the world." This is our Lord's accotnt

of himfelf. He came down from Jieaven to

give this bread of God unto a world dead in fin,

and whenever a finner receives it of him, then

he begins to live unto God. This bread is the

fupport received from Chrift's body and blood,

from the merits of his obedience and fufferings,

which are applied to the finner by the Holy

Spirit, and made effedual by the reviving ftreams

of his grace. And this method of feeding his

flock is beautifully painted in the 23d Pfalm ;

the truth of which every believer experiences

as well as David, and can therefore truly fay,

" The Lord is my fhephcrd, therefore can I lack

" nothing : he fliall feed me in green paftures,

" and fliall lead me forth befide the waters of

" comfort. He fliall convert my foul, and lead

*' me in the paths of righteoufnefs for his name's

" fake." The flieep of the Lord's pafture lack

nothing : for he fupports them witli all thhigs

that pertain to life and godlinefs ; and when they

find themfelves thus fupported, they will be full

of love to their good fliepherd, and they will

love the means, which he has appointed to con-

vey nourifliment to his flock. In thefe means

they have grown in grace, their lov(? has increafed,

and



io6 Solomon's sokg.
V

and their hearts have been more inflamed with

])ure afFeflion to their divine fhepherd, and there-

fore they can always join with the believers in

the text in d.fefiring to be led by his grace, to the

places and means, in which he feeds his flock.

" Tell me, O thou whom my foul loveth, where
" thou feedeft thy people, and the flieep of thy

" pafture."

My brethren, can you join with them r Is the

good fliepherd altogether lovely in your eyes for

giving you the bread of God which cometh down

from heaven ? Have you received it from him ?

Do you find it ftrengthcning your hearts, enabling

you to die more to fln, and to live more to God,

to get power over inward corruption, and out-

ward oppofition. Happy are ye, if this be your

cafe, for you need not fear his comfort and

ftrength in time of great trials and troubles, as

it follows in the third part of my text, he

will make his flock to reft in the burning heat

at noon.

The heat of the fun at noon is in Judasa very

violent and fcorching. The faithful fliepherd

will take care to drive his flock during thefe

fultry hours to fome cool fl^ade. There he yvill

defend them from their enemies : for they are

weak and defencelefs themfelves. All the beafts

of prey can with eafe devour them, and in hot

countries where the beafts of prey abound, the

fliepherd is forced to watch his flock in the cold

of
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of the night, as well as in the heat of the day :

for thus we find Jacob dcfcribing his care of

Laban's flock, " I was in the day confumed

" with heat, and with froft iathe night, and my
" flecp departed from mine eyes." And in the

New Teftament we read, that in the depth of

winter, when our Lord was born, there were

fhepherds in the open field watching over their

flocks by night. How beautifully is our Lord's

pafloral care hereby reprefented } For the fliep-

herd of Ifrael never flumbers nor fleeps, watching

over his flock continually night and day, and he

fuflers no enemy to come near to hurt them.

1 le himfelf is a fliadow in the day-time from the

heat, and a fafe refuge from the power of all

their enemies. They have a formidable hofl to

contend with. Sin, and fatan, and the world,

and the temptations and troubles in it, had taken

captive the loft flieep, and law and juftice al-

lowed them to be kept in bondage, until death

fliould feize upon them, and deliver them over

to the place of torments, where the worm dieth

not, and the fire is ndt quenched. From thefe

enemies the Lord Jefus came to fave his flock.

He fubdued all thefe enemies in his own perfon,

and does fubdue them by the grace of his al-

mighty Spirit in all his people. When he has

fought them, and brought them back to God, and

fed them with the bread of life, then in theflrength

of this bread he enables them to fight again ft

their
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their enemies, who are alfo his, and it is for his

glory that they get the victory over them. The
weaker they are, the more does his ftrength ap-

pear, which worketh mightily in them and by

them. And to encourage them to fear nothing

but fin, he tluis exhorts them—" Fear not little

" flock, for it is your Father's good pleafure to

" give you the kingdom and as it is his good

pleafure to give you the kingdom itfelf, he will

certainly fupport you in the way to it. You may

be poor and weak iheep, but your fl^.epherd is the

Lord God omnipotent. You may have many

infirmities, but he knows them, and is touched

with the feeling of them. You may have many

temptations, but he will not fuffer you to be

tempted above what he will enable you-to bear.

Your troubles may be great, but he fays, " Fear

" not, for I am with thee, I will be with thee in

" trouble, yea, I will deliver thee, and bring thee

" to honour." Who can doubt of his paftoral

love, that reads this fweet defcription of it in

Ifaiah, " He fliall feed his flock like a fliepherd,

" he fliall gather the lambs with his arm, and

" carry them in his bofom, and fliall gently lead

" thofe that are with young." In what a tender

and affe£ling manner is our Lord's pafl:oral love

here reprefented ? He feeds all his flock, fo that

they lack nothing. If any of them wander from

the fold, he gathers them with his arm. Thofe

that are with young he leads gently. And thofe

that
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that cannot go at all, he carries in his bofom, and

lays near his heart. Oh what a wonderful love

is tliis ! Certainly there never was greater love,

except what our Lord fliewed, when he laid

down his life for tlie Tneep. In which inftancc

of his love he is unrivalled. Other fliepherds

may have fuch care for their flock, as to feek the

loft fheep, to feed them all, to watch over them,

and to defend them from their enemies, and

nothing farther is expefted of them. But our

Lord Ihewed his greateft love, where theirs ends.

They feed and fatten the flock, that they may

feed and cloath themfelves with it. They live

upon the flock ; but he laid down his life for the

helplefs loft fliecp. He died to give them life :

for the good ftiepherd giveth his life for the

fheep ; which leads me to the fourth particular,

I was to confider, namely, T hat Chrift faves his

flock from the great trial of all, from death.

The faithful in the text certainly included this,

when they prayed for a refting place from trials

and troubles. The raging heat at noon properly

cxpreftes the fliarpeft trial with the laft enemy.

When fin and fatan try their utmoft efforts, and

fet the King of terrors to attack and alarm the

confcience. And they fucceed with all natural

men. To unpardoned finners how fearful is

death. The approach of it is to them the begin-

ning of endlefs forrows. But our Lord's paftoral

love has engaged to deliver the flicep of his

pafturc
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pafture from the power and from the fear of

death. And here his divine atleclion for them

fliincs forth in a wonderful manner, which can

no more be dcfcribed, than it can be imitated :

for if all the holy angels in heaven, and all the

creatures in the univerfc, were to lay down their

lives to fave one loft flieep, it would be in vain.

The Lord Jefus alone was equal to this great

work : for he was God in man united in one

Ghrift, and therefore his death was of hieftima-

ble and infinite value. By it he made a full,

perfect, and fufficient facrifice, oblation, and

fatisfaction for fin. St. Paul tells the Corinthians,

" I delivered unto you firft of all that which I

" alfo received, how that Chrift died for our fins

*' according to the feriptures." The fcriptures

of the Old Teftament fliev^-ed in the facrifices of

the law, that he was to die and to (hed his blood

for fin. One prophet fays, that Chrift Ihould

fvvallow up death in vi£tory. (Ifaiah xxv. 8.)

And in another Chrift himfelf fays, " I will ranfom

" them from the power of the grave, I will re-

" deem them from death : O death; I will be thy

" plagues, O grave, I will be thy deftruclion."

(Hofeaxiii. 14.) And the New Teftament lliew^s

how he fulfilled thcfe fcriptures ; by the one

facrifice of himfelf he aboliflied death, fo that it

has no longer any power over the children of God.

ljut do not the children of God die as well

as other men r Yes. It is appointed unto all

men
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men once to die ; but death has no power to

hurt God's children, and they know, by faith,

that it has-Jiot. Here is their comfort. Each of

them can fay with Paul, Jefus Chrift loved me

and gave himfclf for me. By his death I live.

I know him, and the power of his refurreftion :

for I have experienced this power raifing me up

from the grave of fm • to newnefs of life, and

therefore when I go through the lliadow of

death I will fear no evil, for thou my almighty

fliepherd (lialt be there with me, and thy rod and

thy ftaff fliall then comfort me.

And thus Chrift has delivered the flieep of his

paftnre from the power of death, and thanks be

to God who gives us the viftory over the fear of

it through Jefus Chrift our Lord. He came to

deliver thofe, who through fear of death had

been all their life-time fubjeft to bondage. And
he does deliver them. We fee many happy

inftances of his power to deliver. And if there

be any of you, my brethren, whofe hearts tell you

that you are not delivered, confider what is

the reafon. Why do you, who call yourfelves

chr%fl:ians, fear to die ? What is there terrible in

death to a true believer ? And yet it is terrible

to you ; if it (hould come this day, it would

furprife you. Nay the very thought of it is painful.

You put it afide, and whh to forget it. All this

proves that you have nothing more of chrlftianity

than the name. You have experienced none of

the
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the life and power of it ; for your fins are not

pardoned. You fear death, becaufe the fenfe

of guilt is not taken out of the confcience.

" For the fting of death is fin, and the ftrength

" of fin is the law." While fin ftings the con-

fcience, and the broken law gives ftrength to fin,

fo that it ftings the deeper, you muft fear death.

And this is the reafon fo many people called

chriftians, are afraid to die. They don't know
that their fins are pardoned, and that all the de-

mands of the law upon them are fatisfied, by

their good fliepherd's laying down his life for

them. Nay, they are fo far from knowing this,

that they never defired, and perhaps many of

them think it prefumption and madnefs to pre-

tend to know it. My brethren, if thefe be your

thoiights, you may be affured, you can never

meet death with joy, until faith give you a clear

view of your intereft in Chrift : but when it

enables you to fee him, obeying, fufFering, and

dying for your fins, and as your all-prevailing

interceffor pleading your caufe before God, then

the fting of death will be taken away. You
will have nothing to fear : for then you v/ill

know, that all things are yours, whether life or

death, or things prefent, or things to come, all

are yours, and ye are Chrift's, and Chrift i^

God's.

If we fum up, and lay together what has been

faid, it will appear that Chrift is altogether lovely

in
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ill the chara£ler of the fliepherd and bifliop of

our fouls. What more could be done, than he

has done for the flieep of his pafture ? He has

brought them back to God from the error of

their ways, has fupported them when they were

brought back, has defended them in their trials

and troubles, and has given to them eternal life

as the purchafe of his death. Thefc with all

the other benefits of the gofpel were obtained

by the good fliepherd's laying down his life for

the ftieep, and are now freely beftowed by his

grace, and thankfully received by faith. At

prefent it is the great privilege of all Chrift's

fheep to know by faith that they belong to his

fold, and that they have an interefl: in the bleff-

ings which he has to give. Thefe faith receives

and enjoys : for we are in poffeflion of none of

them, until they be applied, and it is faith that

makes the application. When we receive faith

from the operation of God, then we know that

all the benefits which the good fhepherd has to

beftow are ours : for the language of faith is

this—" The Lord is my fhepherd, therefore can

" I lack nothing. He fliall feed me in a green

" pafture, and fhall lead me forth befide the

" waters of comfort. Yea, though I walk through

" the valley of the fhadow of death, I will fear

" no evil." When faith fears no evil, no not

even death, then hope can reft itfelf upon the

care of the good fliepherd, and the fenfc of his

love



114 Solomon's sokg.

love will produce love and grateful obedience.

Thus the graces of the Spirit, faith, hope, and

love, are produced in the hearts of all that be-

long to Chrift's flock, and are the flieep of his

pafture. They know thek good ftiepherd, and

are known of him. They know his voice and

follow him, yea they follow him with joy, whe-

ther he calls them to do or to fufTer for his name's

fake.

If any of you think this is not to be clearly

known, your denial does not prove, that God has

not promifed to give this faith, nor that he does

not give it, but only that he has not given it to

you ; for the fcripture has exprefsly promifed it,

and it is a certain matter of fa£l, that God is

daily fulfilling his promifes. Afid vvhen they are

fulfilled to any perfon, he cannot but know it.

He had been all his life a loft iheep, wandering

from God without any defire to return, does not

he know, when he began to pray earneftly, that

God would heal his wanderings, and bring him

home again ? How can he poflibly be ignorant

of fo great a change in his own mind r When
his defircs take a new turn, he that fought for

happinefs in the world, now feeks it in Chrift,

and has turned his back upon all that worldly

men call rich and honourable, defiring only the

riches of grace, and the honours of eternity, how

can the man himfelf not know this, when every

body about him fees it? When God has given

him
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him thcfe defires, and he is reft)Ivcd by the help

of divine grace* to feek until he find by faith^

that Chrifl: is his Saviour and his God, when his

conftant difcourfe is, " Nothing but Chrift, no-

" thing but Chrift," does not the man know all

this time what he is fpeaking and doing ? Its

certain he does, becaufe his neighbours know it,

and ridicule him for 'it, and when they cannot

laugh him out of his religions notions, they leave

him for an incorrigible enthufiaft. But if he

docs not leave feeking God, God will convince

him by many undoubted proofs, that he is one

of the ftieep of Chrift's pafture, God will ena-

ble him to know, that he is a partaker of all the

exceeding great and precious promifes of the

gofpel, by means of his union with Jefus Chrift

through faith, and he will fend the fpirit of

adoption into his heart, bearing teftimony with

his fpirit, that he is a child of God. This tefti-

mony cannot poffibly be a delufion, becaufe it is

followed by a change, which the Almighty alone

is able to effe£l : for being united to Jcfus by

faith, he is made partaker of a new nature, with

a new heart, and renewed affections ; he is a new
creature, the old things of his former ftate and

converfation are done away, and behold all

things are become new. His foul is filled with

love tg his God and Saviour, for doing thefe great

tilings for him, and fhew its love by love to his

commandments. When all this is done, may

not
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rot the man confidently fay with the prophet,

" The Lord is my fhcpherd, I am one of his

" people, and one of the flieep of his paf-

" ture r"

Since then believers may be as certain of

Chrift's being their fliepherd, as they were in the

text, and can truly fay with them, " Tell me, O
" thou whom my foul loveth, where thou feedeft

*' thy flock, where thou makefl: them to reft in

" the raging heat of noon," I have now brought

the difcourfe to the point I aimed at, which was

to prepare the w^ay for this queftion, and may

God enable you to anfwerit to yourfelves honeft-

ly and fairly, " Is Chrift your fhepherd r" Let

every one of you afK his own heart, " Is my foul

" under the paftoral care of this good fliepherd r"

If you know by the marks before laid down,

that he is yours, and you are the flieep of his

pafture, you will love him and ferve him without

fear in holinefs and righteoufnefs before him all

the days of your Hfe. But if you know it not,

or are not feeking it, it is incumbent upon me
to warn you of your guilt, and of your danger.

You know not as yet that you have any right to

ufe thft words of the text. You cannot fay to

the great and good fliepherd, from a fenfe of what

he has done for you, " O thou whom my foul

" loveth." You know not that he feeds you

with the bread of God, which endureth unto

everlafting life, nor that he is your defender in

I danger,



DISCOURSE IV. 117

danger, your refuge in time of trouble, your

ready helper in an hour of temptation, and your,

almighty fupporter under perfecution. Nay,

perhaps you may think thefe things cannot be

known. From hence it is certain, that you are

not at prefent a part of Chrid's flock, and there-

fore you have none of the blefllngs or privileges

which belong to it, no pardon of fm, no fenfe of

juftification to life, you have none of the life

which Chrift came to give to fmners, no grace,

no holinefs, no happinefs. God the Father is

your enemy, his law has condemned you, his

juftice is concerned to fee the fentence of the

law executed upon you, and the judge himfelf

has given you an awful defcription of its execu-

tion in the xxvth of St. Alatthew. Confider

thefe things, my brethren. Weigh the import-

ance of them, and fee whether you have not

reafon to look up to the great and good fliepherd,

and to intreat him to bring you back to God
from the error of your ways. May the Spirit of

the living God fhew you the danger of your

prefent ftate, and ftir up defires in your hearts

for deliverance. May he enable you to feek it as

his free gift, and in the ways of his ordinances,

until you experience the fweet and comfortable

do£trine in the text, and can join in gratitude

and praife with the Lord's people, and the fheep

of his pafture^ to whom I fliall in the laft place

make a fliort application.

Vol. V. H My
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My chriftian brethren, you have experienced
the love of the divine fhepherd, and therefore

you love him, and can with full truft and confi-

dence addrefs him in the words of the text, " O
" thou, whom my foul loveth." In the fenfe of

this love you are happy. Knowing that the in-

carnate God ftands related to you as your all-

loving fliepherd, you can caft all your care upon
him : for he careth for you. He has engaged,

and your faith can reft itfelf upon his promifes,

that you fliall lack nothing. All things are

yours : for they are in the hand of your kind

fliepherd and loving Saviour, who will make
them all work together for your good. He
knows what is beft for you, and he will give it

you. And you know it to be beft ; be it fick-

nefs or health, poverty or riches, they are alike

fandl-ified vifitations. You tafte of God's love in

them, and you love him for them. Nothing

can hurt you but fin, and you need fear nothing

but it : for all things but fin fliall do you good-

Outward trials and troubles fliall be real bleflings.

They will drive you nearer to Chrift, and keep

you in clofer communion with him, and thereby

you will not only be a conqueror over them, but

will alfo make great advances in the divine life.

" What fliall feparate us from the love of Chrift,

" fays the apoftle, fliall tribulation, or diftrefs,

" or perfecution, or famine, or nakednefs, or

" peril, or fword ? Nay, in all thefe things we
" are



DISCOURSE IV. 11^

are more than conquerors through him that

*' loved us."

Now is not this a ftate greatly to be defired ?

If fomething did not blind men's eyes and per-

vert their judgment, would not they all out of

felf-love feek the happy knowledge of their being

the fheep of the Lord's pafture, who lack no-

thing, and who have all manner of things that

are good ? The great fliepherd and bilhop of

fouls watches over them by his almighty power,

fuffering nothing to hurt them in their real inte-

reft, but ordering all things for their benefit.

His very judgments upon the wicked are mercies

to them. And fince he can thus make outward

calamities work for their good, what muft his

a£ls of grace and love be ? Who can tell, how
bleffed the man is whofe iniquities are forgiven,

and whofe fins are covered ? Who has joy and

peace in believing that he is pardoned and jufti-

licd, who has the fpirit of adoption in his heart,

enabling him to cry, Abba, Father, and abiding

with him to ftrengthen, to comfort, and to fanc-

tify him, fliedding daily more and more of the

love of God abroad in his heart, and making him
fit and meet for glory. Muft not fuch a man
be bleffed indeed ! Can you conceive a more

happy ftate on this fide of heaven } And do you

not then defire it If you do, O come, tafte,

and fee what happinefs this great and good

flicplierd does beftow, pray to him for the ex-

H 2 perience
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perience of his love and power, and let us join

in calling upon him, and faying,

O Lord Jefu Chrift, the great fliepherd of the

fheep, who hafl redeemed them by the blood of

the everlafting covenant, look down upon this

congregation, and be gracious to thofe who have

no defire to know thee to be the fhepherd and

bifhop of their fouls. Shew them their guilt,

convince them of their danger, and enable them

with thofe who are now feeking, to wait upon

thee, until thou bring them into thy fold ; and

there feed them with the bread of God, and

fupport them in all troubles and trials, until

death be fwallowed up in viftory. Oh bleffed

and adorable Jefus, give this whole congrega-

tion the fweet experience of the doftrine we
have been confidering, and although we have all

been as flieep going aftray, yet grant we may

all return to the fliepherd and bifliop of our.

fouls, and be happy with him in time and in

eternity. So be it, to the honour and glory of

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three perfons in

one Jehovah, to whom be equal praife and wor-

Hiip, now and for ever. Jmen and Amen.
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SERMON V.

CHAP. i. VER. 8.

// thou know not, O thou fairefi among zvomen, go

ihy way forth by thefootjleps of theflock, andfeed

thy kids befide thefhepherds tents.

These words are an anfwer to the prayer,

which the believers had offered up in the preced-

ing verfe. They had tafted of the love of the

great and good fliepherd, and knew they be-

longed to his flock, and therefore they intreated

him to feed them with the bread of God—Give

us this day our daily bread, and to lead them in

time of trouble and temptation to a place of re-

fuge and fafety. Each of them could thus pray

for himfelf, " Tell me, O thou whom my foul

loveth, where thou feedeft, where thou makeft

" thy flock to reft at noon : for why fliould I be

" as one that turneth afide by the flocks of thy

" companions ?" Why ihould I be mifled by

them ? If he followed the flocks of thefe com-

panions he would be turned afide, and confe-

quently thpy were not true fincere companions

of Chrift, but only in name and pretence.

In the words which I have now read wc have

the fuccefs of this prayer. They contain a gra-

cious anfwer from our Lord Jefus, the great

Iheplierd
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fhepherd and bifl-iop of fouls. The prayer con-

fined of two parts, and he makes a reply to each.
" If thou know not, fays he, O thou faireft

" among women, go thy way forth by the foot-

" fteps of the flock," there you will find food,

" and feed thy kids befide the fhepherds tents,"

there you will find fafety. May his good Spirit

enlighten all our underftandings clearly to fee

the fenfe of thefe words, and may he enable us

to experience the power of them, and if it be

his good pleafure by means of what fhall be

fpoken.

Firfl:, In a fhort paraphrafe upon them, and

Secondly, In the practical ufe and application

I fnall make of them.

Our bleffed Saviour is the great and good fhep-

herd of fouls. His greatnefs makes his good-

nefs more defirable : for he is almighty to give

whatever he fees his people want. Whatever

they afk of him, he is able and willing to grant

it : for he is a God hearing prayer. His ears are

always open to receive, his love is always dif-

pofed to anfwer the prayer of faith. So foon as

the faithful in the text had fent up their peti-

tions to the great fhepherd and.bifhop of fouls,

the anfwer came dovni. Yea he himfelf brought

it. He that fpake and all things were made, he

that commanded, and they frill obey his com-

mandment and hearken unto the voice of his

words, he the God and king of heaven and earth

fays.
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fays, ** If thou know not, if thou dofi: not clearly

" and fully know, but comeft to me for direc-

tion and affiftance, O thou faireft among wo-
" men." The foul is here fpoken of, as the

church often is under the fimilitude of a woman,

and faid to be fair, fair even in the eyes of Chrift,

the bridegroom of the church. And by what

means was (he made thus lovely in his fight ? In

herfelf flie was black and finful, and there is no-

thing fo filthy and abominable in the fight of the

all-pure God, as fin. He cannot behold the leafl:

iniquity, and mankind is conceived and born in

iniquity, and by nature fubjeft to the Wrath of

God, how then can he behold it with approba-

tion ? Not until it be cleanfed from all fin in

the blood of the Lamb. When it is juftified by

his righteoufnefs, and cloathed with his graces,

then it will be indeed fair and beautiful
; yea

perfeft through my comelinefs, which I had put

upon thee, faith the Lord God. When Chrift

has thus prefented the foul to himfelf not having

fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing, but holy and

without blemifli, then he fpeaks to her as perfect

in beauty, " If thou know not, O thou faireft

" among women, go thy way forth by the foot-

" fteps of the flock." The great ftiepherd has

but one flock. Although it confifts of a great

multitude, which no man could number, yet

they have but one fpirit in them all, but one
Lord, one faith, and one baptifm. They are of

one
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one heart, and of one mind; they walk by the

fame rule, and mind the fame thing. Though

part of them be already entered into reft, and

others are ftill in the world, yet they have fweet

fellowfliip and communion with each other in

the unity of the fpirit. And e'er long they will

be all gathered into one place. There will be

but one fold, and one fhepherd : for in the dif-

penfation of the fulnefs of times God will gather

together in one all things in Chrift, both which

are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in

him.

And as the flock is one, fo is the way. There

never was but one way, in which the Lord's

flock walked. In the fame good old way, they

that are gone before, and we that are following

after them muft walk. Many difputes indeed

have been raifed about it by men who are gone

out of the way. The philofophers of Greece

and Rome fought by the light of nature, but

could not find it, and our modern reafoners are

feeking it by the fame light, and ftill mifs it

;

but believers are at no lofs, becaufe their Lord

ended all difputes about it, when he declared,

I am the way." He is the only way, becaufe

no finner can come to the Father but by him.

You muft walk with him in his way, if ever you

be reconciled to the Father, and fee his face

with joy. And what is it that brings us into his

way ? Faith, the one faith which unites the

c believer
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believer to Chrift, and which is juftlfying faith,

becaiife there is no faving faith but this. You
may divide faith into many branches according

to its fevcral offices, and may give it feveral

names, but if it be faving faith it is that which

juftifies, which by uniting us to Chrift fets us in

the right way, and keeps us in it. And this

faith all believers had under the Old Teftament

difpenfation, as certainly as we have it under

the New. They proved that they had the one

faith, by the actings of their faith, as St. Paul

has taught us at large in the nth chapter to

the Hebrews ; wherein he fets before us the

moft celebrated perfonages in fcripture, and

fliews what great things their faith enabled thera

to do and to fuffer, in order to encourage us to

follow the fteps of their faith.

Some perhaps may enquire, whether the faith

that juftified and faved them was the fame that

we have now: the apoftle replies that there is

but one faith, and if theirs was not the one faith,

how could he propofe their faith to us, and ex*

hort us to follow them, looking, as thev did,

unto Jefus the author and finiOier of faith ? Our

reformers have confidercd the nth chapter to

the Hebrews in the fecond part of their homily

upon faith, and they fum it up in thefe words

:

" This is the chriftian faith which thefe holy'

" men had, and we alfo ought to have. And
" although' tiiey were not named chriftian men,

« yet
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" yet was it a chriftian faith that they had, for

" they looked for all benefits of God the Father,

" through the merits of his Son Jefus Chrift, as

" we now do. This difference is between them
" and us, that they looked when Chrift fhould

*' come ; and we be in the time, when he is

" come : therefore faith St. Auguftine, the time

" is altered and changed, but not the faith."

In effe£t they and we be all one ; we have the

fame faith that they had, and they the fame that

we have, and therefore in the text we are di-

rected to follow their faith, and more efpecially

the actings of their faith, " Go thy way forth by

" the footfteps of the flock." You may fee in

what way they walked by the marks and prints

of their feet, which they have left behind them.

Obferve thofe, and tread in their fteps. See

what great things, how impoffible to flefli and

blood, their faith enabled them to perform, and

go and do thou likewife. St. Paul has deter-

mined, that this is the meaning of treading in

their fteps, in Rom. iv. 12. where he is fpeaking

of Abraham's being the father of all thofe who
tread in the fteps of that faith, which he had,

being yet uncircumcifed—he is the father of all

thofe who can tread in the fteps of his faith,

who follow him in the aftings of his faith, and

can give fuch marks of its fincerity as he did.

• Try yourfelves then, my brethren, in this

point, and examine whether you are following

the
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the footfteps of the flock Can you tread In the

fteps of Abraham's faith ? When God called

Abraham to leave his country and his father's

houfe, he obeyed, and he went out not know-

ing whither he went : God does call you to leave

the world, and the things of It, and to fet your

affe£lions upon the things above ; and can you,

have you obeyed ? Do you live In the world,

like Abraham, a ftranger and a pilgrim, know-

ing that here is not your home, but that you

have a better country, namely a heavenly, pro-

vided for you ? Can you live upon the promifes

of God, as Abraham did, when all things make

agalnft you, and rely with full truft and confi-

dence upon the divine falthfulnefs and truth?

Can you give up the deareft objeft of your heart,

be It an only child, if the God of all grace and

love fhould think proper to take it from you ?

Are you thus ftrong in faith, giving glory to

God ? Can you copy after thefe aftlngs of

Abraham's faith ? If you cannot follow his

lleps, confider what is the reafon. Do you de-

fire it ? If you do, have you not the promife of

the fame grace which Abraham had, to enable

you to walk by faith and not by fight ? Are not

all things poflible to him that believeth ? Why
then are you behind Abraham ? Oh haften

your fteps, and get to the head of the flock.

Let none be before vou. You have the very

fame help that the father of the faithful had,

therefore
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therefore cail afide every weight, and the fin

which does fo eafily befet you, (it is fin that

flops your courfe) and prefs toward the mark,

for the prize of the high calling of God in

Chrift JelLis.

But perhaps fome perfon may alk, where

fliall I meet with the footfteps of the flock of

Chrift ? Where are there any marks of them to

be found ? That you might not be at a lofs,

God has been pleafed to leave a lively and exacl

print of them in the fcripture. There you have

an impreflion of all the footfteps, which you are

to follow : for the word is a lanthorn unto our

feet, and a light unto our paths, to guide our

feet into the way of peace, and then to order

our fteps in it. St. Paul, i Cor. x. having

drawn the great outlines of the Jewifli hiftory,

fays, " That all thefe things happened unto them

" for examples, and they are written for our

" admonition." And having, Heb.xi. defcribed

the aftings of the faith of the Old Teftament

faints, he applies them to us for our example,

exhorting us to follow their faith ; and he alfo

propofes himfelf for a pattern to the Corinthians,

" Be ye followers of me, even as I alfo am of

" Chrift"—follow my fteps fo far as I follow

Chrift's. In this light we are to confider the

footfteps of the flock. Chrift is at the head,

and goes before his flock, they follow him and

tread in his fteps, and we who come after

tread
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tread In theirs, following tlieni in the way,

wherein they followed Chrifl:. And all tins is

recorded for our ufe in fcripturc. We are to

take no Hep, unlefs we fee fome marks of the

flock's having gone before, and taken that very

ftep ; and when we are united by faith to Chrifl,

and under the j^uidance of his good Spirit, we

fliall then fee dircftions left in fcripture, for

every ftep we are to take. And thus though it

be not in man that walketh to direfl: his fteps,

yet the Lord will hold up our goings in his

paths that our footfteps flip not : for the fteps of

a good man n;-e ordered by the Lord, and he

maketh his way acceptable to himfelf.

This is, I think, the fenfe of the firft part of

my text, namely, of treading in the footfteps of

the flock : the next words have very little diffi-

culty, " and feed thy kids befide the fliepherd's

" tents." Thefe fliepherds are the fervants of

the chief fliepherd, whofe own the flieep are.

The minifters of the Lord Vvho have the care

and charge of his flock are throughout the fcrip-

tures called paftors or fliepherds. And their

tents here mentioned are not fuch tents as earthly

fliepherds pitch, when they are watching their

flocks, but certain ftated fixed dwellings, wherein

they officiated as fpiritual paftors and fliepherds.

The original word is not what our tranflators

commonly render tents, but another, which al-

ways fignifies to dv^-ell or to inhabit, and which

. is
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is ofthe fame root with Shecinah, the habitation

of the divine glory in the tabernacle and temple.

The firfl: time it occurs is in the third of Genefis,

where the ufe and defign of the cherubim is

mentioned—" And God drove out the man, and

he " placed," he dwelt in, or inhabited the che-

rubim." We read of God's appearing in the

moft holy place of the tabernacle and temple

over the cherubim ; for which reafon St. Paul

calls them the cherubim of glory. And the

whole tabernacle and temple, including the holy

as well as the moft holy place, with all their fa-

cred vefTcls and apparatus, are generally called

by the fame word that is in my text, viz. " the

" dwelling." Indeed it is commonly tranflated

tabernacle, but it fignifies the dwelling-place of

the God of Ifrael, the place where he had put

his name to dwell there. And accordingly when

the tabernacle and temple were reared up, the

glory of the Lord, that glorious and divine per-

fon who was the reality of all their types and

ceremonies, came and filled them. And it was

upon account of his prefence in them, that the

faithful could fay, " Lord, I have loved the ha-

" bitation of thine houfe, and the place where
*' thy glory dwelleth." Thcfe circumftances

may lead us to confider the dwellings, men-

tioned in my text, as places appropriated to a

religious ufe, dwellings Aicred rather than civil,

fuch as the ftcphcrds dwelt in, when they were

a£ting
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acling in their office as paftors over the flock of

Chrift. In thefe dwellings they refided in order

to difpenfe the word and the facraments, and to

adminifter the ordinances to the Lord's people,

and to the flieep of his pafture : for here they

were to feed the kids ; the original word is ufed

for the young of the flieep as well as of the

goats; for whom the chief fliepherd had a parti-

cular love and tendernefs. He carries them in

his bofom. And they lay near the heart of all

the Lord's faithful paftors, who watch with the

greatefl: care over the young and \reak part of

their flock, ufing every likely means to preferve

and fl:rengthen them, and withal fliriving much
for them with God in prayer. No tender pa-

rent can be more concerned for the health of a

weak and lickly child, than they arc for the

weak in the faith. Knowing to what tempta-

tions they are expofed, and what difficulties they

have to encounter, they labour earneftly to keep

them near the fliepherds dwellings, in clofe at-

tendance upon the ordinances, for here they will

be fafe from danger, and will find food to

ftrengthen their hearts, and to enable them to

grow in grace.

I hope it now appears from what has been

faid, that the Lord's anfwer is dire£l and full to

his people's prayer. They had deflred to learn

where he fed his flock, and v^'here he made them

reft in times of great trials and troubles. He
replies.
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replies, with lips full of grace. If thou art at a

Jofs, O my beloved, whom I have purchafed

with mine own blood, and made fair and lovely

with mine own righteoufnefs, go thy way forth

by the footfteps of the flock, fee in what way

they have always walked, mark the actings of

their faith, imitate them, and you will find the

more you a£l faith the ftronger it will grow. If

temptations are powerful, and troubles many

and heavy, and the heat of perfecution rages, and

faith is ready to (brink back, and to give way,

then keep near the fliepherds dwellings. There

are the ordinances, upon which in time of danger

young and weak believers fliould attend clofely.

The more they wait upon the Lord with the

paftors of his flock, the more food they will get

for their fouls, and the greater fafety and ftrength

will they find : for where can the believer hope

to grow ftronger in grace than under the

means of grace ? Thefe are the inftituted

means of making believers ftrong in the Lord,

and in the power of his might, able to withftand

in the evil day, and having done all to (land, re-

filling unto blood, ftriving againll fin.

This is the dodrine of the text, in which there

are two rules laid down tor the condu£l: of be-

lievers. At all times they are to tread in the

footfteps of the flock, and to follow the ag-

ings of their faith, and in troublefome times they

are to keep near the (hhepherds dwellings, that

they
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thcv may receive comfort and ftrcngth from the

ufe of the ordinances. Thefe are Chriil's own

direftions to them that are in the faith, as to

thofe perfonsj who have never feen their want

of faith and are not feeking it, they are not

concerned in what has been faid. They ha»ve

no lot nor fhare with us in this matter : for how
fliould they follow the footfreps of the flock, who
are not yet got into the way in which the flock

walks ? All men by nature have turned afide

from the right way, they have erred and ftrayed

from the v^-ays of God like loft fheep, and

have neither will nor power to turn into it.

While they are in this ftate, they don't belong

to Chrift's flock, and therefore how fliould they

follow the a6lings of their faith, who themfelves

have no faith ? My brethren, are any of you in

this ftate ? Do you know nothing of your having

received faithi from God as his gift, and wrought
in your heart by the operation of his Spirit ?

Then you fliould fear and tremble for your guilt

and your danger. Confider your guilt. You
have all your fins, original and a6lual to anfwer

for, and- before a God who is of purer eyes than
to behold the leaft iniquity. Confider your dan-

ger. Have you not read, " He that belicveth
" not fliall be damned," and are you not afraid

of damnation ? For while your fins are unpar-
doned every ftep you take tends to hell beneath.

And what is there between you and it.^ Tliink

Vol. V. I ' l,ow
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how near you are to it. There is nothing but

this thin partition of flefh, and this little vapour

of life, this light air that you breathe, nothing elfe

keeps you out of everlafting burnings. , And if

God was to take away your breath this moment.

Oh where would your poor foul be ? Meditate

on an eternity of torments, and while there is a

moment left, ufe it, and flee from the wrath to

come. Flee to Jefus, the great and good fhep-

herd, and try, whether he will not fave thee, for

there is falvation in none other. If thou art fen-

lible of thy guilt and of thy danger, fear not.

Apply to him, and he will get himfelf glory in

bringing thee home to God, and in making thee

one of the flieep of his pafture.

Although the directions in the text relate only

to the faithful, yet I could not help fpeaking a

word to thofe who neither have, nor are feeking,

the true faving faith. I pray God to make it

ufeful to their fouls, and I now come to apply

the firft rule here laid down. It is an anfwer to

the prayer of the faithful. They had intreated

Chrift to inform them, where he fed his flock ;

his anfwer is. Go thy way forth by the footfteps

of the flock, fee in what way they were led and

fupportcd, and what prints and marks they left

behind them, thefe follow, and you will be car-

ried fafe through, as they were. Chrift himfelf

is the way, faith fets believers' in it by uniting

them to Chrift, the footfteps are the actings of

faith
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iaith recorded in fcripture, the great things which

by faith the faints of old were enabled to per-

form, and thefe things the fcripture holds o\\t to

us for our example, and admonition. Now my
brethren, when you read of the power of faith

in former times, do you find it as powerful in }-ou ?

Faith is the fame : for there is but one faith, and

one Lord who gives it, he changeth not, he is the

fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever. His pro-

mifes are like himfelf, truth itfelf, and unchange-

able. Why then is not faith as mighty in opera-

tion as it ever was } Why does it not perform

the fame wonders now,, which it did formerly ?

In the nth of the Hebrews, we read of many
fignal victories, which the oid faints obtained by

the power of faith, and our church fays (fecond

part of the homily upon faith) " St. Paul fo

" much extolleth their faith, becaufe we fliould

" not lefs, but rather more, give ourfelves wholly

" unto Chrift, both .in profcffion and living, now
" when Chrift is come, than the old fathers did

" before his coming. Ahd by all the declarations

" of St. Paul it js evident, that the true, lively,

" iind Chriftian faith is no dead, vain, or unfrait-

" ful thing, but a thing of perfecl virtue, of
" wonderful operation or working, and ftrength,

" bringing forth all good motions and good
" works." When you read of the aaings of
faith in former times, try yourfelves, my beloved

brethren, and fee whether it has the fame v^-on-

I 2 . dcrful
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derful operation and working in you. Try whe-

ther you can follow the footfteps of the flock.

The viftories of their faith are marked out for

your example, can you then with them triumph

over all the enemies of faith, over fm and fatan,

the world and the flefh, death and the grave ?

Thefe are the enemies with whom you are to

fight the good fight of faith ; and thefe the

faithful have defeated. Their faith conquered

fui by apprehending and applying Chrift's righ-

teoufnefs for pardon and juftification, and by

drawing from his fulnefs grace for grace to fub-

due the dominion of fin. And are you growing

in grace, and fo ftrong in faith, that when fin

puts on its mofl alluring drefs, you can with

Jofeph and Mofes, nobly rejeft its flattering

pleafures ? When the devil throws his fiery darts

at you, have you the fliield of faith ready to hold

up in your defence, againft which the rage and

force of his darts is quenched and fpent, fo that

you can fay with Paul, I have fough't the good

fight, I have finiftied my courfe, I have kept the

faith ? When the world invites you with its

riches and honours, can you with Abraham and

his defcendants live a wanderer and a fojourner

upon earth, knowing that God is your God, and

that he hath provided for you a city not made

with hands eternal in the heavens ? This is living

by faith, and not by fight, and this is the viftory

that ovcrcometh the world, even our faith. Do
./ I you
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you know that the will of the flefh is enmity to

the will of God, and therefore can your faith fub-

mit to fufFer the will ofGod, and with Job to bear

it patiently ? In fhort, can you with Paul rejoice

alike in poverty and riches, in pleafure and pain,

in honour and difgrace, yea, can you with him

do all things through Chrift that ftrengthcneth

you ? That is a great word—all things—I can do

all things. And yet faith can fpeak it without

prefumption: for all things are poflible to him

that believeth. It is poflible with David to fear

no evil, no, not when you are going through the

valley and lliadow of death ; yea, faith can with

the blefled Paul give thanks to God for giving

it the victory over death through Jefus Chrift our

Lord.

Thefe are fome of the viftojies of faith, which

it has already attained, and which are recorded

in fcripture for your imitation. And if you find

any of them too hard for you, it is not becaufe

faith has loft any of its virtue and efficacy, but

becaufe you don't put faith upon a£ting. Faith

is ftill almighty. Set it to work, and try its

power, and you will find it can do whatever it

has done, and why fliould you doubt of its doing

what God has promifed it fliall do? Surely the

Lord's hand is not fliortened. He can ftill make

faith as vi£torious as it ever was : for he left thefe

great exploits of faith upon record for your ufe.

Thefe footfteps of the flock were left on pur-

pofc
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pofe for your encouragement-, that you might fee

how poflible it was to conquer fin and fatan, the

world and the flelh, death and the grave. Thefe

are your Lord's enemies as well as yours. It is

for his honour that you fhould conquer them.

And he promifes you his help, the fame help

which he gave to thefe faithful foldiers, who
having fought the good fight of faith now ftand

confirmed in blifs, with crowns of eternal glory

upon their heads, and palms of victory in their

hands. Is it not a privilege to be enabled to

tread in their fteps r Can there be a greater

privilege ? Can there be greater happinefs, than

to con(}uer and to be crowned with them ? Oh
difparage not then your Lord nor his gifts, by

doubting of the power of faith Fear not, only

believe. Bring your belief into a£t. Oppofe it

to your enemies, and fee whether it will not

make you more than conquerors over them.

Whatever God has promifed faith fhould do in

you, and for you, is he not almighty to perform ?

Doubt not then whenever you are following the

footflcps of the flock, but his omnipotence will

be prcfcnt with you to fulfil his promifes, and

you wiil find that all things are pofiible to him

that belicvcth.

Thefe viciorlcs indeed may be attained by

ihciv, that i're firong in fuith—but perhaps fome

of yod m;r/ fancy, I am weak in the faith—

I

iTiuft not afpire to fuch great things. Why not ?

Faith
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Faith is the gift of God. And it is mighty by

his operation. Faith does not work in the ftrength

of nature, but in the omnipotence of grace. And

grace is free—as free for you who are a weak

beh'ever, as for the flrongeft. So that you may

afpire to great things. Put your faith upon a£t-

ing, and fee whether it will not make you equal

to the greateft things : For

Allowing you are weak at prefent, yet it is not

God's intention, that you fliould continue fo. He
has appointed the means of grace for your growth

in grace. Attend upon the ordinances, keep

near the fliepherds dwellings, and there you will

lind yourielves ftrengthened and eflabliilied : for

there is food for your foul. God has promifed

that his quickening Spirit fliall be in the ordi-

nances, and that he will render them ene£tual for

the ends for which tbey were inftituted. It is his

grace that animates and enlivens them : for with-

out it they are but dead letters, mere carnal ordi-

nances, which profit nothing to the edifying of

the foul, but when he quickens them with his

divine prefence, then theybuild up and ftrengthen

the believer, and are the means of his growing ia

grace.

If then any of you are fenfible of your having

but weak faith, wait upon God for the ftrength-

ening of it. And wait in the ways of his ordi-

nances. In them he has promifed to be found

of thofe that foek him. You will find his Spirit

prefent

3
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prefcnt In the word, in prayer, and in the facra?

ment of the Lord's fupper. Keep near to them,

and God will give you food for your fouls, ena-

bling you in the ftrength of it to get more power

over fin, and to be more alive unto God.

The word is exprefsly faid to be the means of

fpiiitual life, Pfalm cxix. 50. Tliy word hath

quickened me : and it is alfo the means of the

growth of this fpiritual hfe, according to the

apoftle, " As new born babes defire the fincere

" milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby."

But then in order that we may thus grow by the

word, faith muft be mixed with it—St. Paul tells

the Theflalonians, i Epiftle, Chap. ii. 13. " When
" ye received the word of God which ye heard

" of us, ye received it not as the word of men,

" but (as it is in truth) the word of God, which
" effeftually worketh alfo in you that believe."

Faith makes it work efFe£tually, and unlefs faith

be mixed and incorporated, as it were, with it,

it does not profit : for we are alfured that the

antient Jews had the fame gofpel preached unto

them that we have, but the v^^ord preached did

not profit them, not being mixed with faith in

them that heard it.

If you cannot mix faith with the word preach-

ed, fo as to find yourfelf growing in grace and

ftrength, can you pray } Prayer is the appointed

means of receiving a fupply of all your wants,

from the fulnefs of Chrilt Jefus. Afk and ye

fliall
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{hall have, all that he has purchafed, and all that

he has to give : for his promife is veiy extenfive.

Matt. xxi. 22. " All things," without any ex^

ception, " whatfoever ye fliall afk in prayer be-

lieving," if faith has any ground in the word of

promife to believe, that it {hall receive what it

alks, " ye (liall receive it." Encouraged by this

promife, afk humbly whatever God had promifed

to give. Do you find yourfelf unable to follow

the footfteps of the fiock r Cannot you keep near

the fliepherds tents ? But are you drawn away

from attending upon the ordinances by llie ma-

nifold temptations of fin and fatan, of the world

and the flefli ? Pray for power to fight againfl:

thefe enemies, and Chrift will make you more

than conqueror. The more you pray, the ftronger

you will grow. Out of weakncfs you fliall be

made ftrong. And by waiting conflantly upon

the Lorxl you fliall renew your ftrength, flrengtli

to mortify fin, and ftrength to be alive unto God :

yea, by waiting upon God you will receive the

fulnefs of joy ; for thus has the God that heareth

prayer encouraged you to pray always and not

to faint
—" Aik and you fliall receive, that your

" joy may be full." And
Where fliould we wait upon God for the re-

newing of our flrength and for the fulnefs of

joy, but at his own table? Has not the Lord ap-

pointed that his body fliould be meat indeed,

^nd that his blood fliould be drinl^ indeed, bcin^

th<?'--
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the true fpiritual food and ftrengthening of our

fouls. Our reformers certainly looked upon the

Lord's fupper in this light ; for to the qucftion in

the Catechifm, " What are the benefits whereof

" we are partakers thereby r" they have given

this anfwer, " The ftrengthening and refrefliing

" of our fouls by the body and blood of Chrift,

" as our bodies are by the bread and wine."

The elements are the inftituted figns of that life,

which Chrift purchafed by the offering of his

body, and by the fliedding of his blood. They

are figns to all who underftand their meaning,

but feals to thofe perfons only who are united to

Chrift by faith, and grafted as branches into the

true vine. Wait upon him then, my brethren, in

the appointed means for the continuance and

growth of this divine life. Be found obedient

to his command—Eat this bread and drink of

this cup—Do this in remembrance of me, and

you will receive fomething more at the Lord's

table, than mere figns. In the bread you will by

faith partake of the body, and in the cup you

will partake of the blood of Chrift, adminiftering

to your foul that divine life, which he begins here

in grace, and carries on for ever and evei in glory.

Thefc are the inftituted means in which the

w^eak in faith ought to wait upon the Lord, and

he has encouraged them to wait upon him in

thefe means with a promife, that he will therein

be found of them that feck him, and ^yiIl

^* , ftrengthen
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ftrengthen and eftablifli their hearts in the faith.

We are his witnefles, that he is faithful and juft

to fulfil his promifes. We attcft this upon our

own experience. We found ourfelves growing

in grace by attendance upon the ordinances. We
expefted to receive freely what God had freely

promifed, and we are not difappointed of our

hope. And this will be your happy experience,

my brethren, who are now endeavouring to fol-

low the footlleps of the flock. Keep near the

fhepherds tents. Attend clofe upon the ordi-

nances, and you will grow ftrong in the Lord, and

in the power of his might. And when you are

ftrong, beware of fpiritual pride. Beware of

being drawn away from the ordinances, as if

they were not as neceffary for you now, as they

were formerly. Remember that you (land in the

Lord's ftrength, and he expefts you fliiould wait

upon him for the continuance of it. And if you

leave off attending upon the ordinances, becaufe

you think you 'are ftrong in faith, it is juft as if

a ftrong man fliould fancy he had no occafion to

cat any more, becaufe of his great ftrength. Our

fouls want continual fupplies of grace, as our

bodies ftaiid in need of daily bread. And God
has promifed to make the ordinances food for

his children, and he daily fulfils his promifes to

them. They find the quickening Spirit in the

ordinances, communicating to them life, and

comfort, and ftrength, according to their f^veral

wants and neceflhics.
' And
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And as if thefe were not fufficient motives to

encourage you to wait upon God in the ways of

his ordinances, he has promifed to do more for

thofe who wait therein, than they can either afk

or think :
" For fince the beginning of the

" world men have not heard, nor perceived by

" the ear, neither hath the eye feen, O God, be

" fides thee, what he hath prepared for him that

" waiteth for him. Thou meeteft him that re-

joiceth, and worketh righteoufnefs, thofe that

*' remember thee in thy ways." (Ifaiah Ixiv. 4, 5.)

Let us then remember God in his ways, and in

thefe ways he will meet us with a blefling.

Whatever he has promifed, he will certainly

fulfil. Wait upon him and you fhall not be

afliamed. Follow the flock, and you fliall be

fafe. Follow them, as they followed Chrift, and

you will be kept as they were. And let us look

up to him for his gracious help to enable us to

follow the fteps of their faith, humbly praying

to him in the words of our church, and faying

—

" O Almighty God, who haft knit together

" thine eleft in one communion and fellowfliip,

" in the myftical body of thy SonChrift-our Lord;

" grant us grace fo to follow thy blelfed faints in

" all virtuous and godly living, that we may
" come to thofe unfpeakable joys, which thou

" haft prepared for them that unfeignedly love

" thee, through Jcfus Chrift our Lord. Amen."

Colled for All Saint's Da/.



( H5 )

SERMON VI.

CHAP. iv. VER, l6.

jlwake, O north wind, and come thou fouth, blow

upon my garden, that the fpices thereof may Jlow

out.

In the foregoing chapter the believing foul had

been in a dull heavy frame, but being concerned

and uneafy about it, had defired the quickening

influences of Chrift's grace. Chrift here anfwers

thefe defires. He calls for the wind to come and

blow upon his garden. The wind is the fcrip-

ture emblem and reprefentative of the Holy

Spirit. When he defcended upon the difciples

on the day of Pentecoft, he came in this his

known emblem, in a rufliing mighty wind, and it

follows, " they were all filled with the Holy

Ghoft," filled with his gifts and graces. For

the fame good purpofe his influence is here re-

quired. He is to blow upon the garden with

hi§ feveral operations, to quicken thofe things,

that were ready to die, and to bring forth the

fweet perfumes of the graces of his own planting.

" Awake, O north wind, and come thou fouth

—

" blow upon my garden, that the fpices thereof

" may flow out." May the enlivening Spirit bring

the fvi eet experience of thcfe words to all your

hearts.
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hearts. As he is the omniprefent God, he is

here with us ; Oh that he may be prefent in thefe

his gracious offices. Like the fharp penetrat-

ing north wind may he awaken conviction, and

then come like the mild and foft fouth wind with

his comforts, that he may plant his graces in

us, and caufe the fpices of them to flow out.

God grant thefe may be the happy effe£l:s of our

confidering

Firft, The fenfe and meaning of the words.

Secondly, Of our defending the doctrine con-

tained in them. And
Thirdly, Of our applying them to our fpiritual

ufe and benefit.

And Firft, Let us confider the fenfe of the

words. Chrift is the fpeaker. He had been

comparing the church to a garden, which he

had enclofed from the wildernefs of the world.

He had taken it in for his own ufe, and had fet

in it trees ofrighteoufneis, which he had moved

out of the common wafte, -s here they grew wild

by nature, and had tranfplanted them into his

garden. Th.e faithful are the trees, which the

heavenly hutbandman fets in his own paradife.

And by his cultivation, by bein§ watered with

his grace, and by clear fhining after rain, from

being wild and barren by nature they are chang-

ed, and they become trees of righteoufnefs, the

planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified :

" for herein," fays the bleffed Jefus, " is my
« Father
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" Father glorified, that ye bring forth much

fruit." The Lord has no barren trees in his

paradife. Before he tranfplanted them they

were a feminary of all evil weeds, they brought

forth nothing that was good ; but when once fet

in his garden they had a new fpirit put into

them, from whence come the feeds of all graces.

For thus Chrift in this chapter defcribes his gar-

den. Its plants are an orchard of pomegranates,

with pleafant fruits, camphire with fpikenard

—

fpikenard and faffron, calamus and cinnamon,

with all trees of frankincenfe, myrrh and aloes,

with all the chief fpices. Upon this garden thus

enriched like the paradife of God he calls the

wind to blow, that it might bring forth the fra-

grancy of all its chief fpices. The wind is the

agent, that was to make them flow out. And
wind is air in motion— air in a£lion. This was

the firfl: mover in the formation of the world,

and it is ftill the principal mover in the forma-

tion and growth of every tree and plant. Na-

tural hiftorians have lately demonftrated by un-

doubted experiments, that none of them can

live without air. They want it as much as ani-

mals do. By it the odoriferous kind diffufe their

fragrancy. The air is the caufe that firft; draws

out, and then fprcads abroad their fweet perfumes.

And by it the fruit-bearing kind will foon be

adorned with beautiful bloffoms, and in their

feafon with rich and ripe fruit. Their vegetable

life
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life with all the operations of it depends upon the

air, in like manner as our fpiritual life with all

the operations of it depends upon the Holy Spirit^

of whom the air was the inftituted type. In our

prefent embodied ftate we cannot fee fpiritual,

but through the glafs of material obje£ts. We
are confined to fenfe. And therefore God has

been pleafed to make ufe of fenfible things in

nature to reprefent the fpiritual things in grace.

He has drawn a juft and perfe£t parallel. In

the works of creation he has given us an ex-

preffive image of every fpiritual object, with

which he faw it needful for us to be acquainted.

Of himfelf, of his eflence, of his perfonality, and

of the offices of the divine perfons in the oeco-

nomy of the covenant, he has fet before our eyes

in the agency of nature a lively pifture : for the

grand agent in nature is the air, which is one in

efTence, whether it be rarificd to its fmallell

parts in the aftion of fire at the orb of the fun,

or fent out in light, or returned in grofs air to

maintain and carry on this a£tion of fire at the

orb of the fun, in which foever of thefe three

diltinft operations it be employed it is ftill air

:

and accordingly this unity of its effence, and dif-

tinftion of its threefold agency, is declared in

fcripture to be the inftituted type, in which we
are to read the unity of the divine effence and the

offices of the three divine perfons. The Pfalmift

referring to the created in::age fays, " The hea-

" yens

i.
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vens declare the glory of God."—The heavens

are not empty fpace, for that could declare no-

thing, but they are the air in its three diftinft

offices, each of which is a record of God's glory.

For as the apoftle explains the point, '* The
" invifible things of God are clearly feen from

" the creation of the world," the invifible things

themfelves cannot be feen, but they may be feen

by the creation, " and underftood by the things

" that are made, even his eternal power and

" Godhead." So that there is a pi6ture in tlie

things which are made, whereby we may under-

ftand the things of God which are not made.

And this piiSlure, fo far as I am concerned to

explain it at prefent, is the threefold agency of

the air, in which are reprcfented the offices of

the three divine agents in carrying on the work

of falvation. The covenant itfelf, and the dif-

tin£t offices of the perfons, were for the equal

glory of each. It pleafed the Father to get. glory

to the divine juftice and holinefs by demanding

full fatisfaftion for fin.—He was the avenger of

fin, and therefore air in the a£lion of fire is his

emblem : he is called in fcripture a confuming,

a devouring fire, and a jealous God. It pleafed

the Son to get glory to the divine love and mercy

by paying this fatisfa^tion, and therefoic his

cor.ftant name in fcripture is light, which is the

life of the material world, as he is the life of the

fpiritual world. And it pleafed the Eternal

Vol. V. K Spirit
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Spirit to get glory to all the divine attributes by

infpiring dead finners with a defire to be raifed

to ncwnefs ofTfe, and then by breathing it into

their fouls, and carrying it on through the

life of "race until he brinoj them to the life of

glory, and therefore he knows no other name in

fcripture than Spirit, or air in motion. The very

fame word that ftands for the breath we breathe,

both in the Hebrew and Greek, fignifies the

Holy Spirit. Why was this ufage of fcripture ?

Was it from the poverty of thefe languages ? No.

It was to fliew us the perfeft likenefs and refem-

blance there is between what air does to the body,

and what the Holy Spirit does to the foul. He
is the breath of its life. Our fouls can no more

live to God, without his grace, than our bodies

can without air. And after we have received

his grace, are quickened and made alive by it,

we want its influence every moment to fupport

and to carry on the life which he has given, in

like manner as we want breath every moment

to fupport and to carry on our animal life ; with-

out it the body can do no work—without his

iirace the foul can do none. The neceflitv of

his continually breathing into our fouls the breath

of life, is beautifully reprefented in the text. He

is there defcribed under his known emblem, wind

or air in motion, and what air is to the trees of

the oarden, that is he to the fpirits of men.

Both are alike neceflary. Nothing can grow in

c the
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tiie garden without air,,neither can any grace

grow in our fouls unlefs the Holy Spirit a6i in

thcfe his two offices. " Awake, O north wind,

" and come thou fouth wind." The fun is never

in the northern point of the heavens, and tliere-

fore the north wind is cold, fliarp, and pierc-

ing—But the fun is always in the fouth, and

therefore the fouth wind is of a contrary quality,

being warm, foft ^ and comforting—the influ-

ences of both are necelfary. The north wind

was to awake. It was to be the firft mover : the

Holy Spirit was to begin in this office. For all

men lay in the dead fleep of fin, without the lead

motion of fpiritual life, until the Holy Spirit

awaken them. And his general method of

awakening finners is to infpire them with con-

viction of fin. He opens their eyes, fliews them

their guilt, and lets them fee their danger. And
this is very plainful and diftreffing, and there-

fore it is compared to the north v/ind, which

in the firft work of grace awakens and afts with

all the fliarpnefs of conviilion upon the finners'

heart. Here Chriil calls it to act upon the faith-

ful members of his church, not to bring thera

into the deep diftrcfs winch perfons under con-

viftion of fin are commonly in, but to preferve

in them a lively fenfe of their own infuhiciency,

and of their dependance upon him. This is ne-

cefl^ary to keep them always hum.ble, and to

make them always ready to afcribe the glory of

K 2 what
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•what God has done in them to the riches of

his free grace. And therefore we find that the

Hoi;' Spirit works this temper in all the faithful.

Nonehave fuch clear humblingviews ofthemfelves

as thev have, wliich empty them of felf and dif-

poff^ them to receive more and more of the fweet

ir.fluences of the Koly Spirit. And thefe are

here defcribed under the chara£}er of the fouth

wind—gentle, and mild; and comforting. It

is obfervable, that the fouth wind was not to

awake, but to come— the finner muft be awa-

kened, and convinced of his guilt and danger

before he is comforted. This is God's method

of acting. His good Spirit firft makes men feel

how mifefable they are without a Saviour, and

tKcn he gives them the comfort of knowing their

interefl: in him. He awakes and blows upon

them like the fliarpeft blafts of the pinching

north wind, and then he comes with the com-

fortable breathings of the gentle fouth. Both thefe

are necelTary : for Chrift calls for both to blow

upon his garden. The original word here ren-

dered to blow, is tranflated in the 2d chapter of

Genefis, to breathe—when fpoken of God's in-

fufing an immortal fpirit into the body of Adam.
" And the Lord God formed the man of the duft

" of the ground, and breathed into his noftrils a

«' foul of lives." Elihu afcribes this to the Holy

Spirit, as an oeconomical a£l of his office, Job

xxxiii. 4. " The Spirit of God hath made me,

" and
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" and the breath of tlie Almighty hath given me
" life." In the very fame manner our Lord

reprefented the operation of the Holy Spirit,

John XX. 22. " He breathed on his difciples

" and faid, receive ye the Holy Ghoil, ' he

breathed on them to denote by this outward and

vifible fign, the inward and fpiritual brea^ riing

of the Holy Spirit, which he then uieni.

Our fouls are not alive to God, until he iiifufe

into them this divine breath, as you may read

at large in the parable of the dry bones, Ezek.

xxxvii. And his continual breathing upon the

faithful foul is as neceflary as this firft act, and

therefore it is fpoken of in the text by the fame

word. " Breathe with every gracious influence,

" O divine Spirit, upon my faithful people, that

" the fpices in them may flow out." The fpices

are certainly the graces of Chrifl:, which he freely

beftows upon us who are united to him the head

of life and influence, and which are quickened

and exercifed by his good Spirit. And when he

enables us to bring them into continual ufe and

praftice, then they become an odour of a fweet

fmell, a facrifice acceptable, well pleafing unto

God.

The words thus explained offer thefe particu-

lars to our ferious conlideraticn. Firfl, We are

here reminded of the ftate in which all men are

while they continue in the barren defolate wilder-

pcfs of nature. Secondly, Wc learn by what

I m;.ans
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means Clinft's people arc tranfplanted out of the

vvildernefs into the garden of the Church, where

they grow and flourifh ; and thirdly, the caufe

is defcribed that makes the fpices in them to

flow out, and enables them to bring forth fruit

unto everlafting life. Jhefe are the great truths

contained in the text, which I am under ray

fecond general head to defend from the autho-

rity of God's word.

And firft, our ftate by nature is not a ftate of

grace. We are not born in the garden of the

church, but in the wildernefs of the world, in a

dry barren land, where no water is—no dew nor

rain, no kindly influence of heaven, to make us

grow in grace. In this barren foil we are like

the wild olive tree—we bear no fruit, until the

heavenly hufbandman move us, and graft us con-

trary to nature in the good olive tree : for you

know it is contrary to nature to graft a wild

fcion upon a good ftock, it is againft the com-

mon praftice in all other trees but the olive.

And therefore the apoftle, Rom. xi. ufes this

inflance to reprcfcnt the taking of the Gentiles

into the church of God. The wild olive, like

man in his natural ftate, bears no fruit, but

when he is grafted like the wild fcion upon the

good olive, then he bears forth fruit abundantly.

He can bear no fruit of himfelf : for our blelTed

Saviour, fpeaking of the branches not bearing

fruit, except they abide in the ftock upon which

they
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they were grafted, decbres, No more can yc,

except ye abide in me, for without me ye

can do nothing. Inyouifelves you are Hke the

ground, which was curfed for your fakes, and

which naturally brings forth nothing but thorns

and thirties.

When the Moly Spirit firft begins to move in

our hearts, he convinces us of thefe truths. He
lets us fee how barren we are by nature, and

unfruitful. He fliews us that in us dwelleth no

good thing, and that we have nothing but fin in

ourfelves—He makes us feel the burden of our

fins—It preffeth us fore, and forceth us to cry

out earneftly for deliverance ; when he has thus

like the north wind, pierced us with the fliarpnefs

of convi6lion, tlicn is he ready to adminifter com-

fort, by tranfplantingus out of the wildcrnefs in-

to the garden of his church, where, under his

mild influence we may grow and flourifli ; and

this is the fecond doftrinal point in the text wor-

thy of our confideration.

We cannot tranfplant ourfelves, any more

than a tree in a bad foil can tranfplant itfelf

into a good one. But all the faithful are the

trees of the Lord's planting. They are taken

out of the wildernefs, and removed into the pa-

radife of God, where they are fet, that they may

be called trees of rightcoufnefs, the planting of

the Lord, that he may be glorified, in their bear-

ing much fruit. The whole work of bringing us

from
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from a barren to a fruitful ftate, from a bad foil

to a good one, is the Lord's. It is he who mak-
eth us to be like a tree planted by the water-fide,

that will bring forth his fruit in due feafon, his

kaf aifo fliall not wither, and look, whatfoever

he doth it lhall profpcr. As it is the aSlion of

the air, wbxh firft begins and afterwards carries

on the vegetable life in every tree and plant—fo

is it the aclion of the Spirit which firft begins

and afterwards carries on fpiritual life. We
fliould not even have a defire for it, unlefs he

put it into our hearts, and the carrying ot it on

is the continuance of his work, as much as the

life of a tree depends on the continuance of the

a6tion of the air upon it : for we are helplefs and

without lirength either to begin or to carry on-

fpiritual life, but as we are endued with power

from on high. All the work is the Lord's

:

for it is he who worketh in us both to will and

to do.

I\'ow it is the fame hand, which firfl: plants

us, that afterwards waters us with the dew

of his heavenly grace, and makes us fruit-

ful. This is the third doctrinal point in the text..

All our graces come from the Holy Spirit. He
firft plants them in us, and then makes the fpices

of them to flow out. We cannot doubt of thcfe..

truths, becaufe we have often aflented to them,

when vv;e repeated the Nicene Creed. I wifii

we had all experienced the truth of the words

—

" I believe
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*' I believe in the Holy Ghoft the Lord and giver

" of Jife"—he is the Lord and giver of all fpiri-

tual and divine life. The life itfelf, whereby we

live unto God, and all the offices of it, worketh

in us that one and the felf-fame Spirit, dividing

unto every man his own gifts, as he will. His

own gifts are all the graces of the chriftian hfe,

Failh, hope, love, with every fweet and hea-

venly temper are his gifts: for they are called the

fruits of the Spirit. Sin is our own. Our foil

bears nothing elfe. It grows weeds, thorns and

thirties, without any cultivation. Our earth is

a mother to thein, but a ftep mother to every

grace. Whatever there is in us bciides weeds,

is the free gift of the Holy Spirit. Every good

thought, and word, and work, every flop we
take in our Chriftian lifc is from him. And
when he has infpircd ai:y thing good into us, he

does not leave us to ourfclves to improve it.

No.. It is God that giveth the increafe. He
vvorketh in us both to will and to do, according

to the Pfalmift's prayer, Stabliih the thing,

" O God, that thou haft wrought in us." He
ftirs up his own gifts and graces—keeps them in

exercife—and makes the fj)ices of them to fiow

cut. When we work in liis ftrength, v%^e v,-ork

vvhat is well pleafmg, God the leather fees us

in his Son, partakers of his righteoufnefs, and

Jed by his Spirit, and then tlx; iVect odour of

our fervices afccnds with acceptance totho throne
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of his grace. St. John has given us a beautiful

image of the mdnner in which our very bed fer-

vices, even the prayers and praifcs of God's own

people, become acceptable. It is not for any

inerit in them. It is not becaufe they flow from

fervent afFeftions, that they are fet before God as

incenfe, and that the lifting up of our hands is an

evening facrifice. But it is through Chrift that

our very prayers are pleafing unto the Fatlier ;

for thus we read—Rev. viii. 2. " That the an-

" gel of the covenant,' our Lord Jefus Chrift,

*' came and ft-ood at the altar having a golden

" cenfer, and there v>'as given unto him much
" incenfc, that he fliould offer it with the pray-

" ers of all faints upon the golden altar, which

" was before the throne, and the fmoke of the

incenfe, which came with the prayers of the

«' faints, afcendcd up with acceptance before

" God out of the angel's hand.". Here we fee

that our befl: prayers are nothing worth unlefs

prefented before God by the Redeemer, and per-

fumed with the fweet incenfe of his merits.

AVhen he prefeilts them before the throne of

grace, they then become his prayers, and how
can the Father deny the requefts of his beloved

Son ? He will anfwer them, cither by giving

us what we afk, or fomething clfe, that he fees

will be much better for us. If then we would

profit and be fruitful under the means of grace,

if we would have the fpiccs of our prayers and

praifcs
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piailcs and our otlier religious fervices to afcend

with accQptance before God, let us look up to

the Holy Spirit, and intreat him to enable us to

apply what has been faid to our own hearts.

And may he blow upon us with his gracious in-

fpiration : while I am in the

Third place. Drawing fome praQical infer-

ences from what has been faid.

The church is here compared to a ga;-den, the

faithful to trees of righteoufnefs, which the Lord

hath planted, the Holy Spirit to wind, which is

to blow upon the trees, and which makes the

fpices thereof to flow out, as the Holy Spirit

brings forth into ufc and exercife the graces of

the faithful. This is the doctrine ; and that we
may improve by it, let us examine ourfelvcs,

whether we are as gardens and trees, whom the

Lord hath planted, and in whom he is glorified.

Have we been taken out of the wildernefs, and

tranfplanted into the paradife of God ? Has

the Holy Spirit awakened the north wind to con-

vince us of fin, and come with the fouth wind

to comfort us ? Has he united us to Chrift, en-

grafted us into the true vine, and do our tender

grapes give a pleafant fmell ? Does he call forth

ihe graces which he^ has given vis, and let the

fpices of them flow out in daily exercife, fo that

men feeing our fruitfulncfs glorify our Father

which is in heaven ? Happy are they who thus

fiourifli like a palm-tree, and grow like a cedar

in
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in Libanus. If you be thus happy, my brethren,

you cannot but know it, and feel it, and be

thankful to God for it ; and to thofe amongll

you who are not in this happy cafe I will make

my firft application. May the Spirit of the living

God open your undeiftandings to profit from

what I have to fay.

If you be not united to Chrifl: by faith on

your part, and by the bond of the Spirit on

Chrift's part, and thereby enabled to bring forth

fruit unto everlafting life, confider how danger-

ous your fituation is. There are two fpirits,

which divide the world between them : you

muft be led by one or the other, by the Holy

Spirit, or by the evil fpirit. And you cannot be

at a lofs to know under whofe influence you are.

By their fruits ye may know them. This is an

infallible mark ; which the apoftle has largely

infifted upon in the 5th chapter of the Galati-

ans, where he has given us a defcription at length

of the fruits of the Spirit, and of the abomina-

ble deeds of the fleOi, which are the fruits of the

devil. Read the defcription, and then judge to

whom you belong. What flows out of your

hearts ? What do your tongues delight to be

talking of, and your hands to handle, and your

feet to run into ? What appears in your lives and

converfations ? Surely you cannot be at a lofs

to know v^'hat fort of fruit you bear. You can-

not be ignorant whether you live to the flclh, or

to



DISCOURSE VI. l6l

to the Spirit. If you abound in the fruits of

rightcoufnefs, and the fpices thereof are conti-

nually flowing out, a fweet (melling favour ac-

ceptable to God and to all around you, if thus

through the Spirit you bear your fruit unto holi-

nefs, then the end will be everlafting life ; but

if ye live to the flcfli, fays God, ye fliall die, die

from God and glory, ye fliall die both the firfl:

and the fccond death.

While you are in this dangerous ftate, how do

you keep your confciences quiet ? Have you

perfuaded yourfelves, that the do£lrine is not

true ? Do you think there is no necellity for bring-

ing forth the fruits of the Spirit ? But remem-

ber that you mufl: be bringing forth fome fruit

;

and which would you bring forth ? Whether,

what is pleafing to God, or what is difpleafing ?

Certainly what is plealing. And by vyhofe power

and might can you bring it forth ? Not by your

own. You are by nature helplefs and without

ftrength to bring forth any acceptable fruit

:

for Chrift himfelf fpeaking, upon this very fubjetl

fays, " Without me ye can do nothing." Be

perfuaded then to apply to him for faith, that

he may be ingrafted into him the true vine, and

may bear much and ripe fruit to the gloiy of

God.

But ftill the doflrine does not appear to you

in a clear light. What is the reafon } It is be-

caufeyou are in the fiefli, and in your natural

Itate,
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ftate, and the motions of fin which arc by tlie

law do work in your members to bring forth

friiit unto death. Siil has fuch power over you,

that you love its dead works, and you hate holi-

hefs. You would thank God for making you

holy, juft when you are dying ; at the lafl hour

you would like well enough to bring forth fruit

unto God, and to have your fpices flowing out,

but you cannot bear the thoughts of livmg an

holy life. Is not this your cafe r If it be, is not

-your faith a dead faith ? And how then can

you be a living member of Chrifi: ; for you were

never ingrafted into him the true vine ? And
if you (hould be cut off in this ftate, read your

fentence. The God who is to judge you, has

already declared—" If a man abide not in me
" he is call forth as a branch, and is withered,

" and men gather them, and caft them into the

" fire, and they are burned." May the Holy

Spirit fet this fcripture home with full conviction

upon your confciences, that you may follow me
with profit in my

Second application, to ihofe who are fceking

to be united to Chrifi:, and are defirous of glo-

rifying him by bringing forth much fruit. Exa-

mine carefully, my brethren, whether you feek

aright. Have you a fingle eye to God's glory ?

And do you indeed pray, that his will may be

done in you 3 Would you receive Chrifl: in all his

offices ? Do you defire him as your king, and

V would
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would you have his kingdom fet up within you

to dellroy in you the reign of fin, as well as your

prophet and prieft to fave you from the guilt and

punifliment of fin ? Are you willing he fliould

make you holy as well as happy ? If it be the

fincere defire of your heart to have the domjnion

of fin deftroyed in your mortal body, then you

may take courage. And if you are alfo fet upon

attaining the graces of Chrift, and would have

them in ufe and exercife, the fweet fplces of

them continually flowing out, then feek, ai)d

you fliall find. You have the promifcs of God
to rely upon, and he cannot deny himfelf. Seek

him with humility in the ways, wherein he has

promifed to be found of them that feek him.

Attend upon him in the ways of the ordinances.

In them wait, and be affured, that when it will

he for God's glory and your comfort, the Holy

Spirit, who has already awakened the north

wind to convince you of fin, will alfo corfie with

the mild fouth wind to refrefh and comfort your

hearts, and to unite you to Jefus Chrifl:, in whom
you may bring forth much fruit. And to thofe

who are in this happy ilate I make my third and

lafl: inference.

The faithful in the text defired the Holy Spirit

would make them more lively and fruitful. And
the faithful ftill have the fame defires, which

are at this time more fervent and earneft, be-

caufc they hear it objefiled to their moft holy

faith,

i
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faith, that it makes no change in mens lives and

converfations : for which reafon they pray for

more grace, and to have it more in ufe and ex-

ercife, that they may adorn the doftrine of God
their Saviour in all things. They would have all

men, who fee their lives, to behold the great

change that the Holy Sj)irit has wrought in

them. While they grew in the wildernefs they

were like other wild barren trees, but being re-

moved into the garden of the church of Chrift,

and become trees of the Lord's planting, they

now bear much fruit. And like as the air draws

forth the rich fragrancy of the aromatic flowers,

and diiFufes their fwcet odours all around : fo

the Holy Spirit keeps in action the graces of the

faithful, and makes tlic fpices thereof to flow

out to the glory of God, and to the delight and

good of mankind.

Pray then, my chriftian friends and brethren,

for the continual influences of the Holy Spirit

:

thefe are as neceflary for the growth of grace in

your foul, as the blowing of the air is to the

growth of the fruits of the garden. Convinced

of this great truth, and you are convinced of it

by happy experience, apply to the Holy Spirit

for what you ftand in need of every moment.

And pray him to awaken the north wind, when-

ever its fliarp influences are neceflary, eitlrer to

awaken fecure nnners, or to quicken and fiir up

the graces of the faithful, and then to come like

the
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the foulh wind with his mild and comforting in-

riuences, blowing upon the garden, upon the be-

liever, and making the fpices thereof, the graces

in him, to flow out. And thus may the Holy-

Spirit enable you and me to experience this

fcripture in its fulled fenfe to the glory of God,

and to the good of others, and to the comfort of

our own fouls. May the blefled and adorable

Jefus fend his good Spirit to lead us all to, and to

graft us all into him, the true vine, that we may
live unto God, and flourifti, and be fruitful.

Grant, O gracious Saviour, that every branch in

thee, which beareth fruit, may be purged, and

may bring forth more fruit, even rich and ripe

fruit, which endureth unto everlafting life, to

the honour of the holy, blefled, and glorious

Trinity, three felf-exifl:ent perfons in one Je-

hovah, to whom we give equal praife, majefty,

and dominion, now and for ever. Jmen.

Vol. V. L
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sI:rmon VII.

CHAP. V. VER. l6.

Yea, he is altogether lovely.

The Holy spirit puts thefc words into the

mouth of the believer. He has been drawng a

chara£ler of his beloved Jefus, and has compared

him to the moft ufeful and noble objefts in the

creation, in order to fet forth his due praife.

But upon reviewing the character he finds it fall

fhort of the perfedion of his divine Saviour. It

did not come up to the idea which he himfelf

had formed of him, and therefore he finiflies in

one word, " Yea, he is altogether lovely." He
is all lovelinefs.—Whatever is lovely and defire-

able upon earth, whatever is lovely and defire-

able in heaven— all the graces of time, and all

the bleffings of eternity, center in him as their

proper fource, and flow from him as their pro-

per fountain. Whatever can be propofed to

the underftanding as excellent, whatever the

will rightly difpofed can defire, whatever the

heart and the affections can be fet upon and find

happinefs in, all this is to be met with in the

Lord Jefus, and no where elfe : for, " he is al-

" together lovely," all beauty, all excellency in

himfelf. And this confideration fliould endear

to
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to US his inherent excellencies, that he is willing

to communicate them. This fhould give a new

grace to each, and make it more valuable in our

eyes. He is not only altogether lovely, but will

alfo make vile and abominable finners, when

they apply to him for his righteoufnefs, altoge-

ther lovely in the fight of God. He will wadi

them clean from all their fins in his moft preci-

ous blood, and will clothe them with his all-

perfe£l righteoufnefs, in which they fhall appear

at the bar of jullice without fpot of fia unto

falvation.

Now fince the Lord Jefus is all lovelinefs,

what can be the reafon, that he does not appear

altogether lovely in the eyes of men ? The ge-

nerality of them fee nothing lovely in him.

What was formerly faid upon the occafion is ftill

true, " Lord, who hath believed our report r"

The word -of God reports him to be altogether

lovely, and the minifters of God preach his love-

linefs as teftified by fcripture and their own ex-

perience, but worldly men fee no form nor

comelinefs in him that they fhould defire him.

They fee more lovelinefs in fin, in pleafure, in

money, in diverfions, than they hope to find in

our Lord and Saviour. This dangerous miftake

arifes either from the judgment or the affe£tIons

—either they do not fee how perfectly lovely

Jefus Chrift is, or elfe the afFe£tions are preju-

diced againft him; but wherever the miftake

L 2 lies,
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lies, I will offer ferae fcripture arguments to

remove it, and may God accompany them with

the efteftual working of his power, while I am
fetting before you

Firft, What Jefus Chrift 'iS as man.

Secondly, What he is as God. And
Thirdly, What he is as the incarnate God—as

God and man united in one perfon. And in

each of thefe refpedls I hope the Holy Spirit will

convince you, that Jefus Chrift is altogether

lovely.

And firft, Let us view him as, man. I men-

tion not his perfon, though the Pfalmift fays,

he was fairer than the children of men. The

excellencies and endowments of his mind were

fo great and uncommon, that I need not infift

on a lefs important part of the fubject. For

confider, what is it tlvat you admire and love ir^

any perfon ? Do extraordinary gifts or graces

draw your efteem ? Great abilities, or great vir-

tues? Behold every thing that can adorn or

dignify the human nature meets in the marv

Chrift Jefus. If true wifdoni and learning be

your admiration, it is written, " that in him
" were laid up all the treafures of wifdom and

" knowledge." Do you think, that learning

never appears fo graceful, as when it is fet off

with the charms of virtue ? Then look upon

Jefus. In him you fee not this or that particular

virtue only, but virtue itfelf in a body at flelli

;

5
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and therefcre made flefti, that he might let his

graces fliine before men, and communicate their

fvvect influence. He was goodnefs itfelf, and he

went about doing good to the fouls and to the

bodies of m-en, teaching and enhghtening the

ignorance of their underftanding, and regulating

the depravity of the will and affeftions, and

healing all manner of ficknefs, and all manner

of bodily infirmities. There was not a malady

which fm had brought upon foul or body, but

what he proved himfelf almighty to heal. Was
there ever fuch a chara£ter as this ? So univer-

fally amiable and lovely ? Here is a perfon of

all the fons of men the greateft and happiefl: in

himfeJf, and capable of making us great and

-happy : yea therefore made man, that he might

communicate to us his greatnefs and happinefs.

and fliall any of us be fo far loft to all fcnfe of

what is great and happy, as not to admire this

character } Shall men adore and idolize the true

patriot, whofe breaft burns with love for his

country, and who freely hazards his all to fave

it ? And (hall the very fame men be wanting in

efteem for the great patriot of the whole world ?

How abfurd, how inconfiftent would this be ?

What a contradiftion is it to throw away all our

admiration upon lefler excellencies, and to have

none to fpare for him, who had every excellency

that can adorn the human nature either for

beauty
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beauty or ufe, and who confequently had every

thing that could make him altogether lovely ?

If I fliould Hop here, enough has been faid to

place the man Jefus high above the fons of men ;

but I have mentioned the leaft and loweft part of

his chara6ler. He was not only great and good,

but had alfo one thing peculiar to himfelf, that

no fmful frailty or weaknefs ever fullied his

greatnefs or his goodnefs. He was a perfe£t

man. You will not find any other chara£ter

without its fpots and blemiflies, becaufe there is

no man living without fin, our nature itfelf

being finful, and fin is the caufe of all our im-

perfeftions. The darknefs of the underftanding

m the things of God comes from fin, and the

weaknefs of the memory, and the continual in-

clinations of the will to evil, and the ftrong and

unlawful attachment of the heart to the world,

and to the things of it, fpring from the fame

fountain of fin. But the holy Jefus had no fin,

and confequentlynone of the imperfections which

fm has brought upon us. When a truth was

propofed to his underftanding, there was no ob-

ftru£tion in the faculty ; he comprehended it

clearly and fully. His will was in harmony with

God's will—" I delight, fays he, to do thy will,

" O my Godj" and he did it with all his heart,

always and perfeftly. And accordingly we read

of him in the Pfalms, " That he fpake the truth

" in his heart," his tongue and his heart always

went
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went together- he had clean hands," not once

defiled with any fmful pollution—" and a pure

" heart," not one evil thought had ever arifen

in it—nay, " his mind had never been lift up

" unto vanity," not one vain thought had ever

paft through his mind. Judge then how per-

fe£lly immaculate he muft have been : for who
is there among us, that has not had a thoufand,

yea ten thoufand vain and wandering thoughts ?

Who does not find them pafling through his

mind againft his will, and intruding into his

hours of devotion, from which he had fhut them

out, and haunting him even at the Lord's table?

But Chrift's pure and fpotlefs mind never admit-

ted one vain thought. He was the very image

of God, in which the firft Adam was made, and

he did not deface it as the firft Adam did, but

he kept it holy and undefiled. The fcripture

affures us of it
—" He was made fin for us, who

" knew no fin." He afferts it of himfelf—" The

prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing

" in me." Happy for us fatan could find in him

no part of our fallen image, and therefore the

accufer of the brethren could lay no charge

againft his perfon, nor confequently againft the

merit of thofe aftions and fuftcrings, whereby

we, who have by nature borne the image of the

earthy, may, through grace, bear the image of

the heavenly Adam, who is the Lord fronj

Heaven.
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My bi<ethren, weigh and confider this part of

our Lord's character. Is he not altogether lovely ?

And have you then no praife or admiration to

beftow upon him ? Whatever you fee reafon to

admire in any man, if it be indeed praife-worthy,

it was in its perfeft degree in Chrift Jefus ; and

therefore certainly you will not with-hold from

him his tribute of praife. If your praife follow

excellency, behold here is a man not only the

chief among ten thoufand, but alfo the chief of

the human race. A man that never had his fel-

low—a perfeft man. He has every good gift,

and every grace that can be in man. And will

you not admire and efteem fuch a character ?

Does he not appear to you altogether amiable ?

If you fee any thing wanting in him, it is an ar-

gument of your own imperfection : for he, whofe

all-fearching eye trieth the very hearts and reins,

faw no way of wickednefs in him. He pro-

nounced him to be his beloved Son, in whom he

was well pleafed, and he honoured him with a

wonderful glory, never communicated to any

creature, but to the man Jefus ; he was united

to God the Son in fo clofe and intimate an union

that God and man were one Chrift, as much as

the reafonable foul and flefli ^rc one man. O
how great is the myftery of godlinefs—God
manifefi: in the flelh ! How can we iufficiently

admire and adore it \ And how greatly fhould it

endear to us the humanity of our Lord, that it
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was the facred temple of the Godhead, inhabited

by God the Son, and honoured with the more

immediate prefence of the Father and the Holy

Spirit : for it pleafcd the Father that in him

fliould all fulnefs dwell, even the fulnefs of the

Godhead bodily. Surely then the man Jefus

was altogether lovely ; fmce he was lovely in the

eyes of the eternal Trinity, who vouchfafed to

dwell and to make their abode in him. Oh,

blufli then and be afliamed, ye fmful worms,

who fee nothing lovely in Jefus Chrift, fince the

mod bleffed God fees him altogether lovely. Can

ye find no comellnefs in him, of whom the Father

hath faid—" This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleafed." And are not ye well

pleafed with him, ye ungrateful men, for whom
he was made man ? Pardon, Lord Jefus, our low

opinion of the dignity of thy human nature. I-,et

thy good Spirit teach us to form more exalted

ideas of thee, while I am

Secondly, Speaking of the glory of thy divine

nature.

All lovelinefs is certainly in God, inherent in

him as the fountain, from whence flows what-

ever is lovely in the creation. And if Jefus

Chrift be the true God, then he mufi: have every

attribute and perfection, that can endear him to

his creatures, and make him altogether lovely in

their eyes : and that he is the true God is as

certain as that there is ^ God. The fcripture

has
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has given him the names and the attributes of

God, and has afcribed to him the works, which

none but the almighty Creator, and the all-wife

Prefervcr of the world could perform. He is

called Jehovah, the incommunicable name of the

Divine Effence, and Immanuel, which being in-

terpreted is, God with us. He is faid to be om-

nifcient and omniprefent, to have created all

things, and to uphold them by the word of his

power : he came in the flefh to redeem them,

and there is a day at hand, when he will come to

judge them. And will any man fay, that thefe

are the attributes and works of a creature ? Do
they not evidently belong to the blelTed and only

potentate, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords,

of whom the OldTeftament fays, that he is God

the Saviour, and that there is none other, as

Ifaiah xlv. 21, 22. " There is no God elfe befide

" me, a juft God and a Saviour, there is none

" befide me—Look unto me, and be ye faved all

the ends of the earth : for I am God, and there

" is none elfe." The apoftle teaches the fame

doftrine in the New Teftament, where he fays

(Rom. ix. 5.) " That Chrift is over all God bleffed

for ever. Amen."

In thefe two paflages (not to mention others)

the Saviour is exprefsly faid to be God—God over

all, and confequentlyhe muft be altogether lovely;

for every perfe6tion which has any claim to our

love is inherent in him, and whatever we fee of

lovelincfs
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lovelinefs in the works of nature owes its being

to his divine wifdom, and power, and goodncfs ;

fo that whenever you fee any thing worthy of

your admiration, it fliould lead your thoughts up

to Jefus Chrift, the almighty creator and preferver

of it. If you ftop fliort of him, you rob him of

his honour : becaufo its lovelinefs is his. And
what then muft he be, how perfectly lovely and

amiable, who is the great parent and author of

all lovelinefs ? Whatever fweetnefs and excel-

lency you find in the creatures is but a faint ray

of the Creator's perfeftions, and was reflected

from him upon them, to give you an idea of his

lovelinefs. Admire him therefore in it. In all

the beauties of nature you may trace the beauties

of Jefus Chrift the God of nature, who is the firll

caufe, from whom they all flow, and who is the

laft end, intg whom they will be all finally re»

folved.

But I need not enlarge upon this point. God
has certainly every perfection in himfelf. He is

altogether lovely. But in what refpefts does he

appear fo to finners ? While they are under

guilt, and fenfible of their danger, they have no

reafon to love God : for being tranfgrelTors of

his holy law, condemned by its juft fentence,

which confcience owns to be juft, fubjeft to

prefent death and to eternal mifery, how can they

fee any thing lovely in that God who may get

glory to all his attributes by their deftruftion ? In

this
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this view they mud fee every thing that can

make God terrible, but nothing to render him

lovely. Until they know, that he will be re-

conciled unto them, and forgive them all their

fms, they can have no reafon to love him. The
gofpel alone can fet forth to them the lovelinefs

of God ; which it does by revealing unto us an

incarnate God, God and man united in one

Chrift, who is altogether lovely in the eyes of his

redeemed people, as I purpofed in the third place

to confider.

All our hopes of heaven are founded upon

this truth, that God was in Chrift reconciling

the world unto himfelf : for if the man Jefus

was not united to the moft blefTcd God, our

religion is the groffeft idolatry, and chriftians are

of all men moft miferable. But the fcripture

has left no room to doubt of the union of the

two natures in one Chrift. The word was God,

and the word was made flefli, fays St. John, fo

tiiat God the word was made flefli and incar-

nate. God was manifeft. in the flefli, fays the

beloved apoftle Paul. And the reafon was, he

was manifefted for our falvation. And it was

expedient, that the Saviour fl^ould be both God
and man, becaufe he was to obey and to fufFer

for us as man, and to merit by his obedience and

fufferings as God, and thereby to be a complete

Saviour. Accordingly he who thought it no

jobbery to be equal with God the Father, tpok

upon
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npon him the form of a fervant and was made

man. He obeyed, he fuffered, he became obe-

dient unto death, even the death of the crofs j

and when all the ends for which he obeyed,

fuffered, and died, were anfwered, then it was

not poffible that he fhould be holden any longer

of death. Juftice releafed him on the third day

from the prifon of the grave, and he rofe again

triumphant from the dead ; whereby believers

had full evidence given them, that all the de-

mands of the law were fatisfied, that Chrift's

fufferings had made a full atonement for what

they fliould have fuffered, that he had taken out

the fting of death, and had opened unto them

the gate of everlafting life : for as he flood in

their place, as their great reprefentative, all his

viftories are theirs, and by faith they know and

are atfured of their intereft in them. And through

him, who loved them and gave himfelf for them,

they fliall be faved from fin, and fatan, from

fuffering and death, from hell and everlafting

torments. And they fliall not only be faved

through him from thefe their fpiritual enemies,

but they fliall alfo receive joys unfpeakablc and

full of glory, a happinefs greater than tongue can

utter, or heart conceive, a crown incorruptible

and undefiled, and that fadeth not away : for they

ftial! be made kings and priefts under God and

the Father, and they fliall reign for ever and ever

in fulnefs of joy, both in body and in foul ; and all

this
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this fhall be the free gift of God through Jefus

Chrift our Lord.

Thus the Lord Jefus under the charafter of the

incarnate God is altogether lovely. He has every

grace and perfection, that can render him amiable

in the eyes of believers : for to them that believe

lie is precious. And he has every thing that can

recommend him to the e-fteem of awakened and

convinced finners. He is juft fuch a Saviour as

they want. He has every thing to give, that they

ftand in need of. The God-man has an inex"

hauftible fountain of grace, which always ftands

open for the relief of weary and heavy-laden

linners, who come unto him feeking reft unto

their fouls. He calls unto them with his fweet

voice—Ho, every one that thirfteth, come ye to

the waters of comfort and falvation. Lo, here

is pardon and peace, righteoufnefs and holinefs.

All the graces that can make you lovely in the

fight of God the Father—all the glories that can

make you happy with him in eternity, are in my
power to give. I purchafed them for fuch fin-

ners as you are, and I give them freely—Alk and

ye fliall have, feek and ye fliall find. And what

fliould hinder themfromanfwcring him? Yea, they

will anfwer. This is the very language of their

hearts—Lord Jefus, help our unbelief. We are

convinced, that all the graces of time, and all the

glories of eternity are thy free gift, and we blef>

and praife thy holy name for putting it into our

heays
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hearts to feck for the enjoyment of thofe graces

and glories. All the lovelinefs of this lower

world, all the lovelinefs of heaven itfelf is thine,

centers in thy perfon as in the incarnate God,

and flows from thee as God made man, on pur-

pofe to make us filthy and abominable fmners

lovely in the fight of thy heavenly Father. Oh
that we may fee clearly our intereft in thee, and

may know the incarnate God to be our Lord and

our Saviour, and then our faith will behold thee

altogether lovely, and (hall admire no lovelinefs,

unlefs it bear thy fair image, and what leads us

through its beauties to adore and praife thine.

And if Chrift appear in this amiable light to

thofe, who are only feeking, and defiring to ex-

perience his love and mercy, what thoughts mufl:

believers entertain of him How muft they value

him ? Certainly, he is with them altogether

lovely. And have they not good reafon to think

him fo ? For what lovelinefs is there in heaven

or earth but his ? Is there not in his manhood

every grace that can adorn the human nature ?

Is there not in his Godhead every infinite and

eternal perfeftion ? And do not thefe perfections

flow through the manhood of the incarnate God
to render vile and polluted fmners altogether

amiable and lovely ? God and man were united

in one Chrift in order to fave them from their

11ns, and he puts them into perfe£l poflTelTion of

many of the benefits of his falvation, as pledges

and

4
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and carnefts of his beftowing more : for he now*

awakens them and raifes them from the death of

fm to newnefs of life, he pardons their paft re-

bellions, fends his good Spirit into their hearts?

to fhed abroad in them the comforts of his par-

doning love, to fill them with joy and peace

in believing, to enable them to mortify the body

of fin, and to put on the new man which after

the image of God is created in righteoufnefs

and true holinefs. All this is prefent falvation,

the happinefs of which is great beyond defcrip-

tion. Oh, come then, my brethren, tafte, and fee

what the Lord Jefus has to give. Whatever

your ftate and circumftances are, he can make

you completely happy : for he has engaged that

all things adverfe as well as profperous fliall work

together for good, for prefent and eternal good,

to them that love him. And when you can love

him, becaufe he firft loved you, then you will find

that he is able to do exceeding abundantly for

you, above all that you can either afk or think.

Upon this {hort view of our Lord's character,

it appears, that he is altogether lovely. He cer-

tainly has, as man, as God, and as the incarnate

God, every perfeftion of heaven and earth. All

that is amiable in itfelf, or ought to appear amia-

ble to us, meets in him, and therefore if we love

what is amiable in itfelf, or what is good to us,

we ought to give the firft place in our hearts to

the Lord Jefua, And does he then reign in

them ?
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them ? Is he the fole Lord of your afFe£lions ?

Do you, my brethren, love him in fincerity, with

a pure uncorrupt love, and vpith all your hearts,

and with all your minds, and with all your

ftrength ? Is his kingdom fet up w^ithin you, and

is it your delight to do the will of your Lord, and

of your God ? Grace be with all them, who thus

love the Lord Jefus. But alas ! their number is

but fmall : for melancholy it is to fee, how little

the generality of men called chriftians love him,

who is altogether lovely. The tranfient perifli-

ing objefts of fenfe, the vanities, the follies of

life, appear more lovely and have more of their

hearts than that God, whofe fervants and wor-

fliippcrs they profefs themfelves to be. Nay,

the abominable deformity, and horrid uglinefs of

fin feem to them more lovely. What can be the

reafon, that men profeffing chriftianity fliould be

fo inconfiftent, and fliould make fuch a wrong

judgment in fo plain a cafe? Surely they mufl:

lay under fome great delufion : for not to loVe

him whom they call their God, and who is alto-

gether lovely, is both a difgrace to their boafted

reafon, and is alfo acting againft their own prefent

and eternal intereft. Sin is the caufe of this

monftrous delufion. It blinds the finner's under-

ftanding, that he does not fee his want of a

Saviour, and confequently he cannot judge of the

Saviour's worth. While he thinks himfelf whole,

he fees no occafion for the phyfician. But fo

Vol.. V. M foon
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foon as confcience awakes, and he is made fen*

fible of his guilt, and feels his mifer}', then he

will defire the affiftance of the great phyfician of

fouls, and will begin to value him. The more

deeply he is convinced of fin, the more ear-

neftly will he apply to the Lord Jefus who is

able to fave him from his fins. And as he par-

takes of the graces and bleffings of falvation,

the Saviour will grow more and more lovely in

his eyes. And when confcience ceafes to accufe,

when the law no longer condemns, but he finds

joy and peace in believing, then the Saviour will

be altogether lovely. The believer will form

higher ideas of him, than he can find words to

exprefs : yea, he knows, that his ideas of him

cannot rife up to the greatnefs of his Lord's

merits. As man he is far exalted above the

children of men, as God he is over all bleflfed

for ever, and as God incarnate, he is the con-

tinual joy of the believer's heart, and the fweet

fubjeft of his praife here in time, and the fong

of the glorified fpirits in heaven will be upon

the riches of his grace, and they will never be

able to exhauft the fubjetl, or to fearch it to the

bottom, becaufe the riches of Chrifl: are un-

fearchable and infinite, and eternal.

Plere then we are come to the root of the

matter. Jefus is altogether lovely ; but why do

rot all men who profcfs to worfiiip him think

him fo ? Becaufe they do not find their want of

him, They are under no concern about their

fins.
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fins, and have no defire to know the pardon of

them, and therefore they fee no reafon to efteem

the Saviour of finners. They are ignorant of

their own wants, and therefore they know not

his worth; but bafely, wickedly prefer the worth-

lefs things of this life to the Lord and giver ot

life and glory. Is not this the fad ftate of the

generality of our people ? And does not this

evidently prove, that they are chriftians only in

name ? They have none of the fpirit and power

of their religion, but in their lives dilhonouf that

holy name by which they are called.

My brethren, are any of you in this ftate ?

Look up to God and beg of him to fliew you the

true ftate of your fouls, that you may fee how
much you are concerned in what has been faid.

Are you indeed lovers of the Lord Jefus ? is he

in your eyes altogether lovely ? When the obje£]:s

of fenfe flatter, and prefent themfelves to your

choice in the moft alluring drefs, then do you fee

your beloved Saviour the chief among ten thou-

fand ? Can you give up ten thoufand of them for

him ? For him can you reje£l with difdain all that

the world calls great and honourable, looking

upon Jefus to be all and in all ? If you are not in

this ftate, be alTured that your hearts are not

right with God : and if you neither fee the per-

fe£l lovelinefsof Jefus Chrift, nor defire to fee it,

then you are ftill under the power of fin, deluded

and blinded by it, and if God does not open

M a your
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your eyes to fee the delufion, death will foon

open them to your everlafting confufion. But if

God has convinced you of fin, and you find your

want of a Saviour, wait upon him, and he will

give you many happy proofs of his perfect love-

linefs. You will experience his love in pardon-

ing your fins, in juftifying you from the guilt of

theni in making you the children of God, and in

fitting you for his heavenly kingdom. Daily as

you find your intereft more clearly in his redeem-

ing love, you will partake more and more of his

exceeding great and precious promifes, whereby

your love to him will increafe, and you will find

him more lovely. Faith will open to you the

riches of his love, and fhew you how precious

he is : for to them that believe he is precious

—

He is precious ndeed to the believer : and he is

not precious to all men, becaufe they do not fee

their want of him, nor know what his free grace

can do for them : for he has invited all weary

and heavy-laden finners to come and experience

how happy he can make them. Whatever their

wants may be, he is willing and able to fupply

them. If ye be but fenfible of them, alk, my
brethren, and he will relieve you. Be ye ever

fo black in yourfelves, he can make you comely.

Be your fins ever fo many, ever fo heinous, in his

righteoufnefs you may be prefented before God
the Father without fpot of fin unto falvation.

Have you thought ever fo meanly of him, his good

Spirit
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Spirit can give you reafon to entertain more noble

fentiments. Your ingratitude, your very blaf-

phemies againft him may be pardoned, and

much ingratitude, and many blafphemies are

no bar to his free grace. This is the fweeteft

part of our Lord's charafter, and ought above

all to endear him unto thofe who fee their

want of his help. Let them come ever fo late,

ever fo guilty, the arms of his mercy are open to

receive them. If you fee nothing but fin in

yourfelves, yet go to him. His blood cleanfeth

from all fin. Implore his mercy, and fee whether

he will caft you out. Be not difcouraged by

looking into yourfelves ; you may be deformed

enough, but remember that he is altogether

lorely ; and by faith you will know his lovelir

nefs is yours. He will wafh you clean from

every ftain of fin in his moft precious blood, and

will prefent you before his Father in fpotlefs

purity. Be ye ever fo defiled with uncleannefs,

have luft, drunkennefs, or gluttony polluted the

body, and the love of the world, and of the

things of the world ftill more polluted the foul,

yet the fountain is open. Go, wafli, and be

clean. Sins deep as fcarlet (hall be as white as

fnow, fins like crimfon fliall be as wool. They
that are wafiied in the Redeemer's blood, ftand

before God's tribunal, as white as fpow, without

fpot of fin unto falvation.

My dearly-beloved brethren, can ye believe

thefe things, do ye affent to them, and yet are

you
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you not determined to apply to Jefus Chrift for

his graces and blelTings ? He invites vou to come

to him, and will you not come ? Be ye ever fo

unworthy, he will make you worthy. Be ye

ever fo abominable in the fight of God, he will

make you lovely. All your wants he is able and

willing to fupply. Why then do you chufe to

live without his graces and bleffings ? They may

be had freely. Afk, and ye thall have. Only

exprefs your wants. Beg a fupply from his

bounty, and he, that has done all for you, will do

all in you. Go then with your wants whatever

they be, to the throne of grace, and the incarnate

God will fupply them. He is more ready to give

than you can be to afk. His heart is large and

open. It is the fame tender heart which once

bled to death for finners, it cannot want love.

And he is now on the throne of glory ; he can-

not want power. Apply to this loving- God and

Saviour of finners, and he will convince you of

yovur wants, and of his worth. He will beftow

upon you out of his fulnefs grace for grace, until

you acknowledge with thankful hearts that the

Lord Jefus is altogether lovely.

My chriftian brethren, you can bear me witnefs,

that I have fpoken but a fmall part of the Re-

deemer's praife : for you believe him to be a true

and very man, and true and very God, united in

one Chrift, and you know by fure fcripture-marks

and evidences, that the one Chrift is your Saviour ;

whereby you are interefted in all that he did

and
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and fufFered as man, and merited as God, and has

now as king-mediator to beftow. Being thus

enabled to fay, " My beloved is mine, and I

" am his," you are convinced that your be^

loved is above all bleffing and praife. You

cannot reach the greatnefs of his merits. The

poverty of language, the weaknefs of the

human underilanding, the coldnefs of your

affeftions are fo many hindrances to your fpeak-

ing of your God and Savio-ur as he deferves.

And when you try to get over thefe obftacles,

and have fome hopes of fuccefs, yet then you

find the corruptible body fo prefTeth down the

foul, and the earthly tabernacle fo weighcth

down the mind, that praife dies away upon your

lips. But you hope there is a time at hand,

when your praifcs will be more perfeft. When
you fliall be freed from all the trailties of this

mortal life, you will then be better able to difco-

ver, and more conftantly difpofed to celebrate,

the lovelinefs of your redeeming God. But even

you will not be equal to the fubje£l. Your

praifes will be but finite, and the adorable Re-

deemer is infinite. There is no proportion be-

tween them. No more than between time and

eternity ; and fuppofe you continue your praifes

to eternity, yet your happinefs, your crowns of

glory and palms of victory, your (landing con--

firmed in blifs are the free gift <>f God in Jefus

Chrifl: our Lord. And how tl.^'n tan you worthily

extol
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extol the riches of his free grace ? How can

you pay the debt that you owe to free grace ?

When you have praifed him for millions of

years, Jefus is ftill as lovely, your praife as much

due, your joy in offering it as great, as when

you began. There is ftill the fame majefty in the

brightnefs of that glory, which fhines in the face

of Jefus Chrift. He is the light of the heavenly

Jerufalem, and light you know is fweet, yea a

pleafant thing it is to behold the fun. Oh how

fweet, how pleafant then muft it be to fee the fun

of righteoufnefs ftiining in his glory? Surely he

will then appear altogether lovely. Blefled are

the eyes that fliall then fee the king in his beauty,

and happy, for ever happy, are they who fhall

then praife him ; but even then the higheft ftrain

ofpraife of angels and men united will not come

up to the greatnefs of his merit. He will be

more lovely than all the tongues of all the hea-

venly hoft will be able to exprefs. And if the

glorified fpirits thus fail,

O thou incarnate God, whofe glory the hea-

ven and heaven of heavens cannot contain, par-

don the low opinion we entertain of thine infi-

nite excellencies, pardon the imperfecl manner

in which we have been fpeaking and thinking

of thee. Thou knoweft, Lord, that we defire

to know thee more, and to praife thee better.

Arife then, O thou bright and morning-ftar, and

ftine into our hearts, difpelling the darknefs of

our
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our underftandings, and taking away the depra-

vity of our wills and affeftions, that we may fee

thy lovehnefs, and our intereft in it ; and enable

us daily to love thee more and more, until we

behold thee face to face, and then we fliall

know, that our Saviour and our God is altoge-

ther lovely. Oh thou adorable Jefus, admit us

all to this bleflTed vifion and fruition of thy God-

head. May all this congregation be in the hap-

py number of thy redeemed people, who are to

praife and admire thine infinite lovelinefs for

ever and ever. So be it to the honour and glory

of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three perfons in

one Divine Eflence, to whom be equal praife

and worfhip in heaven and earth, in time and in

eternity. Amen and jimeu.
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SERMON VIII.

CHAP. V. VER. l6.

This h my beloved, and this is my friend.

In the laft difcourfe I endeavoured to recom-

niend to you fome of the lovelinefs of Jefus

Chrift. It was only fome part of his lovelinefs :

for we know it at prefent but in part. It is in-

finite, and furpafleth all underflanding. The

moft enlightened mind cannot fully comprehend

it, no not in heaven. We fhall not be able in

eternity to difcover all the perfections of our in-

carnate God, and how then can we think or

fpeak worthily of them at prefent ? We muft

fall below the majefty of the fubjeft, but that is

no reafon we fhould not treat of it. It is our duty

and intereft to think and to fpeak of our blelTed

Saviour in the moft fublime ideas, and in the

higheft expreffions, becaufe we cannot exceed

the grcatnefs of his merits. He is above all

bleffing and praife ; and fo you will believe,

when you know him to be your Saviour. When
the fpirit of wifdom and revelation enlightens

the eyes of your underftanding, then you will

behold fome of Chrift's lovelinefs ; and when you

are enabled to fay with true faith--" This is my
" beloved.
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*' beloved, and this is my friend"—then his lovc-

linefs will appear to you with a new grace and

excellency, becaufe you will then fee your inter-

eft in it.

This is the particular view, in which I fliall

confider our Lord's lovelinefs at prefent. The

believer knows him to be his beloved, and the

perfections of Chrift appear with a peculiar

beauty through this endearing relation, becaufe

he can truly fay—He that has thefe perfections is

my beloved, and my friend, be has them for me, I

haveafure intercfl in them, in time, and in eternity.

My brethren, do the perfeftions of Chrift appear

to you in this light ? Can you take up the

words of the text, and repeat them from your

own experience ? I fear there are not many of

us who can : for the generality of men, called

Chriftians, choofe other beloveds, and other

friends, than Jefus Chrift. IVIany of them have

no love for him, or if he has any place at all, yet

he has not the firft place in their hearts and af-

feftions, no not even in theirs, to whom he has

been moft bountiful. Where his favours have

been great, there one might expccl great returns

of love, but we find no fuch thing in faft. Not
many worldly-wife and learned, not many rich

and noble repay his favours with thankfulnefs.

Though Chrift be altogether lovely, and ought

to appear fo to them, yet few of them love him.

What can be the rcafpn, that men of genius,

\\ horn
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whom Chrift has bleficd with great gifts and

talents, fliould make him no fuitable returns of

graritude ? And that men who profefs them-

fc'-.'cs to be his worfhippers fhould have no love

for their God? The true caufe is, they are in

love v/ith fin, and it blinds them. Chrift is all

beauty, but they have no eyes to fee it ; no not

even a defire to fee it, until they begin to find

the exceeding finfulnefs of fin. When confci-

ence is uneafy about the pardon of their fins,

and they feel their want of a Saviour, then they

will begin to defire his falvation, and God will

hear their defires, and will open their eyes to fee

a precious Chrift, and will give them faith to

believe in him to the faving of the foul. Faith

makes Chrift appear precious : for it is the pro-

per office of faith to enable us to behold Chrift's

excellencies, and it is the proper work of that

faith, which worketh my love, to let us know

our intereft in them, by which every excellency

appears to us more lovely. And the text de-

fcribes this office, and alfo this work of faith.

The believer firft declares that Chrift is altoge-

ther lovely, and then that he knew Chrift's love-

linefs was his. " This is my beloved, and this is

" my friend."—He is my beloved on whom my
heart and mine affections are entirely placed, be-

caufe he firft loved me, and gave himfelf for me.

He has ffied abroad his love in my heart, and I

know that my beloved is mine, and I am his.-^

He

5
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He is mine—my friend—who has my welfare at

heart, and who will deny me nothing that can

make me happy in time and in eternity. May
the Spirit of the Lord Jefas open all your under-

llandings to fee, and all your hearts to receive

thefe comfortable truths, while I am difcourfing

upon the words, and opening the fweet do£lrine

contained in them, by fliewing

Firft, What Chrift has done to make him-

felf the beloved and the friend of every be-

liever.

Secondly, The believer's knowledge of his in-

tereft in it, before he could fay, this is my be-

loved, and this is my friend.

Thirdly, From whence arofe the certainty of

his knowledge.

Fourthly, The happinefs he had in knowing

certainly, that Chrift was his beloved and his

friend. And then I will apply the whole as God
fliall enable me to your confciences.

And Firft, I am to fhew what Chrift has done

to make himfelf the beloved, and the friend of

every believer.

Ifmen followed the common inftinftsof nature,

and had no bias to turn them from their own in-

tereft, he would be the beloved friend of the

whole world : for is there a more natural or

ftronger inftinft, then the love of pleafure and

the hatred of pain ? We are fubje£t to innu-

merable pains, both in body and foul, in this

world
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uorld and I'n the next, and we have very fcW

enjoyments, that can be called real pleafures.

Sin was the caufe of all our mifery. It robbed

us of our pleafures, and brought upon us our

pains. All was good, until fin entered into the

world ; but when it entered, all evil entered

with it, the evil of pain to torment our bodies

and bring them down to the grave of death, the

evil of guilt to torment our confciences, and the

evil of puniftiment beyond the grave, where foul

and body were to receive the wages of fin. From

thefe evils the Lord Jefus came into the world to

fave his people. And he took our nature that

in it he might bear our griefs and carry our for-

rows. The holy law of God accufed us of tranf-

greffion, and he came to anfwer the demands of

the law, which he did by paying it a full and

perfe£t obedience, and this obedience, being the

aft of a divine and infinite perfon, had there-

fore a divine and infinite merit to atone and

fatisfy for fin. For tranfgrefllng the holy law of

God we were liable to fuflfer the threatened pains

and penalties, Chrift in our nature fuffered them

for us, taking our fins upon him, and bearing

the griefs and forrows and death due to them j

for the fcripture declares, that he was made fin

for us who knew no fin, and that he bare our

fins in his own body upon the tree, and that by

his ftripes wc are healed. And he demonftrated

that thefe fufTcrings were infinitely meritorious,

I when



DISCOURSE VIII. 195

when he rofe from the dead for our juftification.

And thus by his a£tive and paffive obedience he

wrought out an all-perfe£t righteoufnefs for us,

and when the Holy Spirit enables us to lay hold

of it by the hand of faith, then being thus ap-

plied and made ours, we are not only freed from

condemnation and redeemed from the curfe of

the broken law, and from all the pains and pe-

nalties due to the breach of it, but do alfo re-

ceive a right and title to the prefent graces, and

to the eternal bleffings purchafed for us by the

obedience and fufferings of our moft blefled Lord

and Saviour Jefus Chrift.

Now let us examine how the forementioned

inftinft operates in the prefent cafe. We all

love pleafure, and hate pain. This is an uni-

verfal principle in human nature. And here is

a Saviour who promi-fes to deliver us from the

prefent and eternal pains to which fin had fub-

jecled us, and to give us of his fpiritual and hea-

venly pleafures here in time and in eternity. He
is able to fulfil his promife, for he is the Al-

mighty God. He is willing: for as his power

is, fo is his love ; both are alike infinite. And
indeed he is daily fulfilling his promife unto all

true believers. But are all men feeking free-

dom from pain and enjoyment of pleafure at his

hands ? Do their defires, their afilsftions move
to him, with the fame natural inftin6t with

which they would fly from ficknefs and purfue

health ?
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health? Let matter of faft fpeak. How are

men found to a£t with refpeft to Jefus Chrift,

who has prefent falvation to give them from fm

and its effects in his kingdom of grace, and the

pleafures of eternal fahation to beftow in his

kingdom of glory ? Alas ! he is defpifed and

rejefted of men ; although he became a man of

forrows on purpofe to carry our forrows, and

acquainted with grief, that he might bear our

griefs, yet they hide as it were their faces from

him. The haters of pain choofe fm with all its

miferies, rather than accept of the great falva-

tion of our God, and the lovers of pleafure pre-

fer the empty perifliing joys of fenfe to the folid

and everlafting joys of his heaven. In what re-

lates to the foul they a£l againft that very in*

ftinft, by which they are invariably guided in

what relates to the body. What can be the rea-

fon, that the fame men fliould act fo inconfift-

ently in a cafe fo exaftly parallel ? Sin is the

true caufe. Sin has deftroyed the ufc of the intcl-

letlual faculties in all fpiritual matters, and by

cutting off all communion with God who is the

fountain of fpiritual life, has left the foul in a

ftate of death, even dead in trefpaffes and fins.

The foul of every natural man is reprefented in

fcripture to be as dead to all motions of grace, as

dead to God and to the things of God, as a life-

lefs corpfe is to the things of this world. Talk

to it of its wants, it feels them not. Recom-

mend
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mend to it the Redeemer's fweet graces and di-

vine excellencies, it has no defire to find an in-

tereft in them : becaufe it feels not its v^'ants of

them. To perfons in this ftate Jefus Chrift can-

not appear lovely. Notwithftanding ail that he

has done and fufFered to endear himfelf to fin-

ners, yet while they fee an engaging form

and comelinefs in fin, they can fee no form or

comelinefs in the Saviour that they fliould defire

him.

But when one of thefe perfons is awakened

from the dead fleep of fin, when his eyes are

opened to fee himfelf, when he has a clear view

given him of his finful heart and of his wicked

life, and the Spirit of God fets home the con-

vi6lion of fin upon his confcience, and makes

him fenfible of his guilt and of his danger, then

he will find his want of a Saviour, and will fee a

peculiar fuitablenefs and fitnefs in Jefus Chrift

to fupply all his wants. He has every office,

and every qualification that an awakened finner

could wifli. He is jull fuch a Saviour as his

heart could defire ; and when he begins to fee

Chrift in this light, then he will begin to appear

lovely in his eyes. And when out of the riches

of his grace he begins to fupply the finners'

wants, then he will become more lovely : for,

the more any man knows of Chrift, the more he

will love him. . But when the pardoned finner

taftes the fweetnefs of redeeming love, and finds

Vol. V. N joy
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joy and peace fhed abroad in his heart by the

Holy Spirit, when he can fay Jefus Chrift loved

me and gave himfelf for me, then the beloved

Saviour appears altogether lovely, becaufe he

fees his intereft in the .obedience and fuftenngs

of the God-man. He can take up the words of

the text, and fpeak them upon his own experi-

ence, which leads me

Secondly, To confider the believer's know-

ledge of his intereft in Chrift, before he could

fay, " This is my beloved, and this is my friend."

Here he applies to himfelf what Chrift had done

for finners, as the ground of his love and

friendftiip to him. He had been made to fee

his wants. The foul being awakened had found

the burden of fin intolerable, and had gone weary

and heavy laden to Jefus Chrift, and he had

given it reft. The foul being convinced of fin,

felt the torments of a guilty confcience, which

nothing could quiet and comfort, but the atoning

blood of the lamb of God ; and when this was

fprinkled upon the confcience, it felt the fove-

rcign healing virtue : for the blood of Jefus

quenched the hell within, and brought down

heaven into the foul. The Holy Spirit bore his

inward witnefs, that this was the work of God ;

and he continued the heavenly joy of his firft tefti-

mony, by enabling the believer to fliew the re-

ality of the inward work by the outward evidence

of his life and convcrfation, by bringing forth

the
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the rich and ripe fruits of the Spirit to the glory

of God. And thus he had good evidence of his

being intcrefted in the obedience and atonement,

in the righteoufnefs and fanflifying grace of

Jefus Chrift, and Hved in fure and certain hope

of inheriting through him immortaHty and end-

lefs glory.

The finner mufi: experience thefe things be-

fore he can fay of the Redeemer, " This is my
" beloved and my friend." He muft find in

himfelf thefe proofs of Chrift's love and friend-

fhip, which he was to fliew to fmners. He had

wifdom and pardon, righteoufnefs and holinefs,

and eternal redemption to give them ; but my
gratitude and love cannot arife from his having

them to give to finners in general, but to me in »

particular. I muft have reafon to call them

mine, he muft enable me to apply and to appro-

priate them to myfelf, before I can fee his love-

linefs in giving them ; becaufe it is not what he

does to others, but what he does to my foul,

that makes him my beloved, and my friend.

And hence came the wife remark, which was fo

often made by our firft reformers^ " That an un-

" applied Chrift is no Chrift." All that he has

done and fuffered for finners muft be applied to

me, before I can call him mine. He is the wif-

dom and the light of his people, but how can he

appear to me altogether lovely in this chara£ler,

if I am ftili in igiiorance and darknefs ? How
N 2 can

1
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can I love him for being made unto me wifdom,

until he has enlightened me with faving truth ?

He has pardon to give to the greateft fmners,

but if it be never made out to me, I can have

none of the comforts of it ; and how then can I

love him for being the pardoner of fin, " unlefs

" I feel my confcience at peace v^-ith God,
" through the remiflion of my fin," as our church

exprefles it in the third part of the homily for

Rogation Week ? He has the robe of perfect

rightcoufnefs to beftow, but if I know nothing

of my being cloathed with it, the law will ftill

condemn, and my confcience will be full of guilt

and horror ; and how^ then is it poffible for me

to love him for being the rightcoufnefs of the

faints, if I never find joy and peace in believing

that his rightcoufnefs is imputed unto me for my
juflri'fication ? He is the believer's holinefs and

fanftification, but how is he mine, while I find

myfclf enflaved to fin, and kept under its domi-

nion ? How can I love Chrill for being the

fanftification of his people, while I am under the

abfolute power of fin ? Chrift is alfo made unto

the believer redemption, but if I know nothing

of my having received redemption through his

blood, even the forgivenefs of fins, how can I

lift up my head with joy, when the almighty

Judge is coming in the clouds, as knowing that

my redemption then draweth nigh ? In like

manner all Chrift's gifts and graces are matter of

joy
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joy to the pardoned finner, fo far as he receives

them, and knows by faith his intereft in them

;

without this knowledge, of what benefit can

they be, or what comfort can they adminifter to

any perfon? For if you be fick, and have an

excellent remedy that would cure you, yet it

can do you no fervlce, unlefs you take it. Sup-

pofe you are perifliing of hunger and thirfl, fet-

ting meat and drink before you will not favc

your life, unlefs you ufe them. If you arc na-

ked and like to be frozen to death, will thofc

cloaths warm you and fave your life, which you

never put on ? So Chrift is the medicine of the

fin-fick foul, but if Chrift's virtue be not applied

to heal, if the medicine be not taken, how can

it work a cure ? So he is the bread of life, but

unlefs he be taken, and verily and indeed re-

ceived as fpiritual food, how^ can he fiipport the

life of God in the foul of man ? So Chrill is the

cloathing of his people, but how can he be their

cloathing, if they never put him on ? How can

they appear before God in fpotlefs purity, if they

have never put on Chrift Jefus the Lord ? Surely

then there is great judgment in that wife faying,

which our reformers had fo often in their mouths,

" An unapplied Chrift is no Chrift"—he is no

Chrift to that finner to whom he is not applied,

and therefore he is not his beloved nor his

friend.

3 From
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From hence appears the manner and kind of

knowledge on which the behever grounded the

words of the text. He was able to apply to

himfelf all that Chrift had done and fuffered for

fmners. He knew it experimentally. He had

the comforts of it in his own heart, and feeing

clearly his interell in Chrift, he therefore faw

him altogether lovely.

But perhaps fome one may alk. Can I apply

the merits of Chrift's obedience and fufferings fo

clearly and fal^ily to myfelf, that I may be fure

I am not deluded.' This is a very important

e.iqulry, which I fliall purfue, under my third

head, wherein I was to confider what certainty

I can have of Chrift's being my beloved and my
friend. The fcripture promifes us full and

complete evidence, and it is the office of faith

to enable us to reft upon it. Our certainty

arifes from our faith, and from what faith flievvs

us of our own particular intereft in God's promi-

fes. The word of promifc and the Holy Spirit

applying the word muft go together : for the

word is but a dead letter, unlefs the Holy Spirit

animate and quicken it, by working faith in the

heart to apply it favingly. Faith is a divine

grace given us by the Spirit of God on purpofe

to convince us of our intereft in Jefus Chrift, and

to enable us to apply the promifes to ourfelves :

for it is exprefsly faid to be " the gift of God"

—

a!-.d
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and to be wrought in as by " the operation of

" God"—By his almighty operation he works

in my heart a clear conviction of my being ac-

cepted at the bar of juftice, as juft and righ-

teous, through the righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift.

When the Holy Spirit has given the believer this

clear conviftion, then he has divine authority

both from the word of tr-uth and the fpirit of

power, to call the Saviour his beloved and his

friend. The Holy Spirit muft enable him to do

this :
" for no man can fay that Jefus is the Lord

but by the Holy Ghoft j" and tb.erefore with-

out the Holy Ghoft how can any man fay, that

Jefus is my Lord ? Indeed he will be fo far

from faying it, that he will queftion whether it

can be faid with certainty. The natural man
who has not the divine grace of faith" is always

reafoning againft it, and concludes with himfelf

that it is altogether prcfumption. He cannot

fee, how it works full aflTurancc in the mind.

And how fliould he ? As he is a ftranger to the

thing, how fliould he judge of the nature of the

evidence which it gives ? He is a more impro-

per judge, than a blind man is of colours : for

until he receive faith from God as his gift, and

by the operation of God as the work of his

Spirit, he can form no idea of the nature of the

certainty, which it produces in the mind. The
fcripture teaches him, that faith is the evidence

of things not fcen, even fuch evidence as gives

them
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them a prefent fubftance and reality; fo that the

whole man, and every faculty of foul and body

roll upon the certainty of them with full affu-

rance, and dire£l every word and work towards

the attainment of them : but the natural man
receive'ih not thefe things. How the eye of

faith fliould be open to fee what is to the natural

man invifible, feems to him a great myftery.

And fo it will be, until God open his eyes. He
only can do it: yea, he only can convince him

that he is now blind. Oh that the enlightening

Spirit may open the eyes of every perfon here

prefent who has no certainty of his intereft in

Chrift, that he may not only be convinced fuch

a thing is to be attained, but may alfo be led to

feek, until he find all the comforts of it, which

comforts I propofed in the fourth place to con-

fider.

The comforts which I hear fpeak of are rea-

lities—promifed in God's infallible word—be-

flowed by his Spirit—and received by faith.

They no more depend upon fancy and imagi-

nation, than the objefls do which we fee with

our eyes and handle with our hands. The foul

has as true a perception of them, as the bodily

fenfes can have of any folid fubftance. And you

may as well fay, we are deluded at our common

meals when we are eating or drinking, or when

we are hearing a fine piece of mufic, as fuppofe

righteoufnefs, and peace, and joy in the Holy

Ghoft
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Ghoft to be a delufion. Thank God the believer

knows, and is happy in knowing the reality of

thofe things. Wlien he can fay with the apoftle,

Jefus Chrilt loved we, and gave hlmfelf for me
—And with the faithful in the text—He is my
beloved, and he is my friend, then he has the

prefcnt poffenion of the graces and Weffings pur-

chafed by the Redeemer's obedience and fufTer-

ings, and the eternal pofieflion is fecured to him

under the feal of two infallible witneffes, viz.

the word and the Spirit of God. The comforts,

which he enjoys in this ftate, can no more be

defcribed than the joys of heaven. He has a

love which paffeth knowledge, a peace which

furpafleth all underftanding, a joy which is un-

fpeakable and full of glory. In one word—the

Comforter is his. The eternal Spirit, whofe

name, whofe office, whofe glory it is to be the

comforter of God's people, is his. He is the

applier of all comfort, and he dwells in the heart

to apply it ; what comfort then can be wanting?

He is the fmner's comforter : for he comes to

give him faith, and to affure him of his pardon

and acceptance. He is the believer's comforter

in all times and ftates, ftrengthening and efta-

blifhing him, fhedding abroad in his heart that

love, which makes profperity fafe, and advcrfity

fweet, and which renders even the way of the

commandments delightful And this divme

comforter is the dearcft pledge of our Lord's

love

;
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love ;
" for be fhall take of mine, fays the blefled

Jefus, and fiiall fhev/ it unto you," even to all

his difciples and foUdv/efs to the end of the

world. He fnall take of my graces and bleflings,

and fliall fliew them unto you, fliall manifeft. them

and your intereft in them to your hearts. I will

fend him for this purpofe. In this one gift, he

fent you all ; becaufe he fent you that Spirit

who lets you know your intereft in all: knowing

this you are happy, yea happier than tongue of

men or angels can defcribe. Your lofticft de-

fcriptions fall fliort of the happinefs which the

Lord Jefus gives by his Spirit in the prefent life

:

and they who tafte of it, find that he is altogether

lovely, and are alTured that he is their beloved

and their friend. May the God of all mercy and

confolalion aflTure every one of you of your inte-

i-ell: in the Redeemer's friendfliip, that you may

receive many happy proofs of it in time, and

in eternity.

And now let us look into ourfelves, and ap-

ply what has been faid to our own hearts. You
have heard what the Lord Jefus did and fuffered

to make himfelf the beloved and the friend of all

believers, and Vvhat knowledge he gives them of

their intereft in his obedience and fufferings,

nay what certainty they have by faith of their

intereft in him, from v. hence flows ;i continual

fource of pure and fpiritual comfort. Since

thcfe things are fo, the malter is no\r brought

to
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to a polat:, and that is ; can
} on, my brethren,

take up the words of the text, and upon th.e

clear evidence of your own experience declare,

Jefus Chrift is my beloved and my friend—He is

mine, and I am his—His good Spirit bears tefti^

mony of it in my heart—The v/ord of God bears

teftimony 'of it in my life: for I am become a

new creature, and live a new life in Chrift Jefus.

If you can fay this with truth, then you are happy.

But if you cannot, you want the true foundatio^i

of gofpel comfort, which is laid in Chrift Jefus,

and in the evidence I have of my intereft in

Lim.

But perhaps fomc of you may think, tliat there

is no knowing for certain, and others may think

it prcfumption for a man to deciare, that he

knows fo much of the ftale of his foul, as to be

certain that Chrift is hi^ beloved and his friend.

Hear what the fcripture fays: "Jefus Chriii,"

fays the blefted apolllc Paul, " loved me, and

" gave hipmfelf for me." Certainly th.is was not

prefumption in Paul, nor yet in the beloved

John, when he faid
—" The Son of God hath

" given us an underftanding, that we may know
" him that is true, and we are in him that is

" true, even in his Son Jefus Chrift." He did

not think- it any prefumption to declare that he

was in Chrift, rooted and built up in him.

But thefc apoftles, fome will fay, were i;i-

fpired : they knew this by inrpiration, but is it

tiie
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the common privilege of all believers to know

it ? It is. Every true believer knows that Chrift

Jefus is his Saviour and his God. Faith mani-

fefts it to him ; and faith is wrought in him by

the operation of the Holy Spirit for this very pur-

pofe. So fays our church in the third part of the

homily of falvation, The true faith is a fure

" truft and confidence in God that by the merits

" of Chrift my fms be forgiven, and I am recon-

" ciled to the favour of God and am partaker

" of the kingdom of heaven by Chrift." And
in the third part of the homily for Rogation week

our church fays, " that a man may feel his con-

" fcience at peace with God through remilTion

" of his fin." So fay the living members of our

church. They can ufe her words without pre-

fumption, and declare, that they have a fure

truft and confidence in God that by the merits

of Chrift their fins are forgiven, and they are

reconciled to the favour of God, and are par-

takers of the kingdom of heaven by Chrift, and

that they feel their confcience at peace with

God through remiflSon of their fin. What can

you objeft to thefe authorities ? The liturgy

will not fufFcr any member of our church to

make the leaft obje£lion ; for in the prayer after

the communion fervice, we are taught, " That
" God does aft'iire them, who have dulv received

" t. efe holy myfteries, of his favour and good-

" nefs towards them; nay more, alTures them

" tlv^t
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*• that they are very members incorporate into

" the myftical body of his Son, and aUb affures

" them that they are heirs through the hope of

" his everlafting kingdom." Here our church

plainly teaches, that a believer may know Chrift

to be his beloved and his friend : for he may
have affurance of God's favour and goodnefs

towards him, the affurance of his being united to

Chrift, and incorporated into his myftical body,

and the aflurance of his being an heir of Chrift's

everlafting kingdom. The warmeft contenders

for the aflurance of faith could not have exprefled

their opinion in ftronger terms, than our church

ufcs in this prayer. And now, my brethren of

the church of England, what do you think of

thefe authorities ? Are they not clear and de-

cifive.? And will you not be determined by

them ? Here you have the word of God, and

the Spirit of God, and the people of God with

one voice declaring, that a man not only may

know, but that it is the very office and work of

faving faith to let him know, and to afl"ure him

of, the favour and goodnefs of God towards him,

and that he is a member of Chrift, and an heir

of glory. Do not then, my brethren, deny a

fa£t fo- well attefted. Your denial of it will only

prove your want of true faving faith. And it is

a very ftrong proof to others, would to God you

faw your want of it yourfelvcs. At prefent you

difpute againft the certainty which faith gives,

bccaufe
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becaufe you have not received it, nor have

any delire for it. Is not this the cafe ? This

fiicws your want of that faith, which is the ope-

ration of God. When faith is the work of his

grace, it brings abfolute certainty. According

to the apoftle it gives fubftance to the things

hoped for, and evidence to the things not feen.

li you have not this kind of faith, don't difpute

againft it, left you fliould be found difputing

againft God. Rather beg of God to give it you.

Afk him, i-f it be the privilege of believers to

know Jefus Chrift to be your beloved and your

friend, to give you this knowledge. Alk it for

the fake of your'prefent and etenral peace. If

you defire a calm ferene confcience, free from

ih.e guilt of fin, and faved from the power and

dominion of it, beg you may know your intereft

in the Lord Jefus : for until you know it^ you

CTinnot live upon the promifes nor enjoy the com-

forts of the gofpel. You cannot live upon the

promifes but by faith, by that faith which makes

the things hoped for fubftantially prefent, and

realizes the things not feen, and thus enjovs the

comforts of the gofpel. But as you have not

this faith you live without Chrift in the world,

and if you fliould come to die without any hope

in him, Oh think what your condition would

then be. All your fins would ftand unatoned

againft you. Confcience v/ould accufe. The

broken law v^'ould condenui you. Juftice muft

^ive
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give you your clue ; and what ? but the wages

of lin, even eternal deftrufilion of foul and body.

Are not thefe very intercfting and alanjiing con-

fiderations ? I pray God to give them their pro-

^
per weight and influence upon your minds.

May he convince you of your want of failh, and

ftir you up to feek it as the free gift, and as the

work and operation of the almighty Spirit. Thus

feek and you fliall find. Continue feeking with

humility in the wavs of the ordinances^ and vou

will be brought to the knowledge of a loving

Saviour, who will give you many reafons to call

him your beloved and your friend.

If then you are convinced of fin, and fee your

guilt and your danger, what fhould hinder you

from accepting the blellings of Chrift's love r Is

it the fenfe of your unworthincfs He is the

Saviour of the unworthy. Are you afraid he

will not receive you, becaufe you are great fin-

ners > He came to fave the greateii. But you

have been high and long in rebellion againft him.

Then you ftand in greater need of pardon.

Alake more hafte to obtain it, and apply more

earneftly for it. But you find fo much weaknefs

and backwardnefs in yourfelf that you are at a

lofs how to take one ftep : this is another motive

for applying to him. Read for your encourage-

ment that fweet fcripture, " The fon of man is

" come to feek and to fave that wliich was loft."

I Go
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Go then to him fuch as you are, go as poor lofi

finners, for fuch he came to feek and to fave.

He is the beloved Saviour and friend of fmners.

His love to them brought him down from heaven

—carried him through a blafpheming perfecuting

world—nailed him to the crofs, and laid him in

the grave. Can he want love for tinners, who
did fo much, who bled to death for them ?

What can he wath-hold from them, who is now

their advocate, pleading their caufe, and inter-

ceding for them at the bar of jullice ? Oh fm-

ner, confider what a bleffing it is to have an ad-

vocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift the righ-

teous, who is willing and able to fupply all thy

wants. Make them known to him. Open thy

heart before him, and acknowledge thy great and

numerous fins. Confcfs them, and they will be

no bar to his love and friendthip. He will do

honour to his free grace by making thee out a

full pardon. The Holy Spirit will be fent to

bear his teftimony of it in thy heart, he will give

thee love and joy in believing, he will cloath thee

with the perfect righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift, he

will enrich thy juflified foul with his fanctifying

graces, mortifying fin in thee, and making thee

alive to God ; and he will make thee happy in

having the molt high God and Saviour for thy

beloved and thy friend here in time and in

eternity.

All
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All this, and more than this, the Lord Jefus

will do for every unpardoned (inner, whd will

apply to him. No tongue can relate the great-

nefs and number of the graces and bleflings

which he has to give to finners. Faith has a

prefcnt tafte of thehi, and hope now enjoys them,

and though imperfeftly, yet no defcription can

come up to what the believer feels ; and who

then is able to defcribe, how great they will be

when faith and hope fliall ceafe, and the foul

(hall be (illed with the love of God. Oh what

happinefs, what a heaven will it be to fee our

Saviour in the brightnefs of divine glory ! To

behold him face to face—and then to be able to

fay of him, whom all the hoft of heaven worfliip,

of the eternal and almighty God whom all the

redeemed adore—this is my beloved, and this is

my friend ; that will be joy unfpeakable. Oh
how lovely, how altogether lovely will this

blelTed God then appear in the eyes of linners,

when his love and friendfliip (hall have brought

them fafe to the enjoyment of his eternal glory

!

How will they then admire and praife the won-

ders of his redeeming love ! What fubje6t of joy,

and gratitude, and thanks will their confidera-

tion of his free grace afford them, which raifed

them from the loweft flate of wretchednefs to

the higheft happinefs of his heaven. Certainly

their blelTcdnefs furpaffeth all underftanding.

No tongue can utter, or heart conceive, how
Vol. V. O great
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great it is. And yet, finner, all this may be

-thine. The Lord Jefus promifes it freely. Come
then affdyapcept of it. Unlefs thou thinkeft thy

fins can make thee happier than God can, re-

turn to them no more. Now clofe in with the

invitation that is made thee. Take Jefus for

thy God. Go this day, this hour to the throne

of his grace. Commit thyfelf into his hands,

finful as thou art, and he will fend his good Spi-

rit into thy heart, to give thee prefent comforts

of falvation, and to prepare thee for the eternal

falvation of thy Lord and thy God.

And now what wait we for, O thou mod
bleffed God and moll: loving Saviour, but that

we may all experience the truth of this fcrip-

ture. Write it Lord Jefus in all our hearts.

Send us away with warm impreflions of it upon

our minds. Oh that every foul here prefent had

reafon to fay. Yea, he is altogether lovely

—

Whatever is lovely in heaven and earth meets in

the incarnate God, and this incarnate God is

my beloved and this is my friend. May the

grace of the Eternal Three, of Father, Scm, and

Holy Spirit, manifeft to your fouls the perfeft

lovelinefs of Jefus Chrift, and keep him your

beloved and your friend in time, until you fee

him face to face in his eternal glory. Amen and

Amen.
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CHAP. vi. VER. I.

neither is thy beloved gone, O ihou faireft among

women, whither is thy beloved turned afide, that

we mayfeek him with thee.

In the beginning of the 5th chapter we find

the believer fallen into a fpiritual flumber. Af-

ter much fweet communion with Chrift, and

long walking in the light of his countenance, he

grew negligent. While the bridegroom tarried

he numbered and flept. He left off ftirring up

the gift of God that was in him, and ceafed to

be watchful and to ftrengthen the things which

remain. And thus he forgot the rule laid down

for the condu6t of believers—" Let us not fleep,

" as others do, but let us watch and be fober."

Chrift is reprefented as coming to the foul

fleeping in this fecurity, but it was not a total,

univerfal fleep, like the dead fleep of fin : for he

found the heart awake, and capable of diftin-

guifliing it to be his voice, that knocked at

the door of the heart for admittance and faid,

" Open to me, my fifter, my love, my dove, my
" undefiled, for I have been waiting till my
" head is filled with dew, and my locks with

O 2 « the
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" the drops of the night." The foul, willing to

enjoy its indolent flumber, excufes itfelf from

rifing to let him in. Upon which he withdrew

himfelf, and hid his face. He took away the

fenfible feeling of his comforts, but at the fame

time left fomething in the heart, which made

it fenfible of its paft unkindnefs, and put it

upon endeavouring earneftly to recover its for-

mer communion and fweet fellowfliip with Chrift.

The foul is rcftlefs until they be recovered,

—

goes out to feek for Chrift, but cannot find him

—

calls, but he gives no anfwer—meets with re-

proach and perfecution in the fearch, and yet

gives it not over—turns to the daughters of Jeru-

falem, the outward members of the church, and

charges them if they found her beloved to tell

him, that flic was fick of love ; flie had enjoyed

the fweetnefs of his prefence, and now fo di-

ftinftly difcerned his abfence, as to be fick and

in pain for the return of his love. Inftead of

anfwering direftly, they enquire, " What is thy

" beloved more than another beloved, O thou

faireft among wom.en, what is thy beloved

" more than another beloved, that thou fo charg-

" eft us." This queftion gave occafion to the

believer to defcribe his beloved. He draws a

charafter of Chrift, and paints his excellencies

under the moft fublime images nature could af-

ford j but finds all too mean to" exprefs Chrift's

worth, and his value for it. He therefore funis

it
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it up in thefe words—" Yea, he is altogether

" lovely—This is my beloved, and this is my
" friend, O daughters of Jerufalem."—Although

he has withdrawn himfelf, yet ftill he is altoge-

ther lovely in my eyes : for I know that I am in-

tercfted in him, and this gives a new grace to

his every excellency. Still he is my beloved

and I am his, ftill he is my friend and I am his.

Although he has for a time hid his face from

me, yet I believe that ere long I ihall again walk

in the light of his countenance. This enlivened

defcription of Chrift fired the daughters of Jeru-

falem. They now faw there was fomething

more in this beloved, than in another beloved.

And they had good defires ftirred up in their

hearts, earneft and fervent defires, to fliare in

his love, and to partake of his graces and blelT-

ings: for thus they now reply, in a very differ-

ent temper to what they fliewed before—" Whi-
" ther is thy beloved gone, O thou faireft among
*' women, whither is thy beloved turned alide,

" that we may feek him with thee." May the

Holy Spirit by his gracious influence difpofe

every one of us to feek, as they did, until we
find, an intereft in the bleffed Jefus. And to

this end may he accompany with his grace and

bleffing what fhallnow be offered,

Firft, Concerning the charafter of the perfons

who fpeak the words of the text.

I Secondly,
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Secondly, Concerning the fubjeft-matter of

their fpecch. And
Thirdly, Concerning the ufe we are to make

of it.

And Firft, The perfons who fpeak in the text

are called " the daughters of Jerufalem." Je-

rufalem is the church. The fcripture applies

the word, both to the congregation of the faith-

ful here below, and alfo to the heavenly Jeru-

falem that is above. The daughters of the

church are its members, who were bred and

educated in it. They lived in her communion,

and partook of her ordinances. And yet they

feem to have had no experience of that fvveet

and fpiritual union which the believer enjoyed

with his beloved Saviour : for they enquire what

he faw in Chrift more than in any other beloved,

and being made acquainted with his graces and

excellencies, then they defire to .feek him along

with the believer. Thefe circumftances plainly

prove that they were not intimately and vitally

united to Chrift by faith. They were not joined

to him as the head of the myftical body, nor as

his living members were they drawing nourifh-

ment and ftrength from him for the fupport and

carrying on of their fpiritual life. They were

not as living branches grafted into the true vine,

and bearing much fruit by their union with him ;

but they contented themfelves with living within

the
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the pale of the vifible church, and thought them-

felves fafe and happy in church memberftiip.

They were the children of Abraham, admitted

into the covenant on the eighth day, lived among

God's chofen people, who had the law and pro-

mifes, and they were ftri£t in the obfervance of

the inftituted rites and ceremonies. Eafy and

fecure in this ftate, none of them enquired—All

thefe have I kept, what lack I yet ? One thing

thou lackeft—fpiritual communion with Chrift,

without which church privileges and outward

ordinances do not anfwer the end of their ap-

pointment. It is the Spirit . that quickeneth,

the flelh profiteth nothing. The flefti, the out-

ward fervice, profiteth nothing, unlefs the quick-

ening Spirit go along with it. And the quicken-

ing Spirit has not gone along with it, until he

has begun to draw the foul to Chrift, and to unite

it to him by faith.

If we look among the members of our church,

we fliall find too many followers of thefe daugh-

ters of Jerufalem. We have fomc, who becaufe

they live in the communion of a found apoftolic

church, therefore think themfelves fafe, while

their lives give open fcandal and oflfence to all

good men. Their opinion about good mother

church is very much like the opinion of the

Papifts, who think the living in the church can

fave them, although they live in their fins. And
we have others, who make the greateft boaft of

3 their

*
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their love to our church, and fpeak of her in the

higheft terms, who are only outward members

of her communion. They will contend with all

their might for the purity of her rites and cere-

monies, and will draw their fvvords to defend

the divine inftitution of epifcopacy, and to cut

off from all communion with Chrift thofe vile

fchifmatics who will not live in the communion

of the church of England ; while they have not a

word to fay for the neceflity of being united to

the head of the catholic church, and of being

joined to him by living faith. Nay, perhaps,

when they hear, that unlefs the Holy Spirit be

the bond on Chrift's part uniting him to the be-

liever, and faith on his part uniting him to Chrift,

it will be of very little confequence in what out^

ward communion a man lives : when they hear

this, it is too hard a faying, they cannot bear it.

They think, that a found church with a good

liturgy, fcripture articles and homilies, and a

regular difcipline, are the main things. Doubt-

lefs they are good things. God forbid our

church fhould be without them, and God forbid

any member of our church fliould reft in them :

for in this communion, excellent as it is, a man

believing it to be excellent may yet live without

the grace of Chrift, and perilh from glory for

ever. The church is not a Saviour. We Fro-

teftants have one Saviour, even Chrift Jefus our

Lord. The Papifts indeed make a Saviour of

the
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the church, and a tar greater Sariour than

Chrift : for the holy mother church can favc a

man who dies in his fins unrepented of, which

Chrift has no where in fcripture promifed to do.

And our high churchmen in the heat of their

party zeal fpeak and a£l in the very fpirit of Po-

pery. By laying fo much ftrefs, nay laying all

the ftrefs, as forae of them do, upon outward

communion, they omit the weightier matter of

inward communion with the head of the church,

without which, of whatever reformed church or

Protcftant congregation a man be a member, he

is no member of the true church of Chrift. He
has not the fpirit of Chrift uniting him to the

head of the myftical body, and without the fpirit

of Chrift he is none of his. Reft not then, I

befeech you my brethren, in outward member-

fliip to this or that communion. Don't place

your religion in externals. You may live in the

beft comm.union upon earth, and fuch indeed I

take the church of England to be, and yet you

may be out of Chrift's kingdom. Outward

things of themfelves will not avail : for the king-

dom of God does not confift in meat and drink,

or in any thing external, but in rightcoufnefs,

and peace, and joy in the tJoiy Ghoft. His

kingdom is a fpiritual thing. It is formed with-

in us, in the heart. There Chrift muft rule and

govern. Seek then to have his kingdom fet up

y/ithin you by an inward work of his ^race. Beg

of



222 Solomon's song.

ofGod to fliew you your want of it, and when it

ftiall pleafc" him to convince you, that no out-

ward things can avail, not even his own inftitu-

tions, unlefs his quickening Spirit be in them^

then he will bring you into a proper frame and

temper ofmhid to join with the daughters of Jeru-

falem in the text in feeking the knowledge of

your intereft in ^hrift, which is the fecond par-

ticular to be confidered.

The believer h(id defcribed the excellencies

and perfections of his beloved Jefus, and had

fpoken feelingly of his own intereft in them.

The defcription ftirred up the daughters of

Jerufalem, who wondered at firft what he faw in

his Jefus to be fo enamoured with him, to defire

that they might have the fame happy experience.

And they, who could enquire before what there

was in him, more than in another beloved, now
afk, " Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou

" faireft among women?" Chrill had before

called her the faireft among women. She had

no beauty in herfelf—defiled and deformed with

natural and aftual guilt, ftie was caft out to the

loathing of her perfon. He that is of purer

eyes than to behold the leaft iniquity, could not

fee any thing in her but uglinefs and fihful

deformity ; and yet the love of the Lord Jefus

has cleanfed her from every fpot and ftain of fin.

In the 1 6th chapter of Ezekicl, we have a fvveet

defcription of his free grace and love. " When
" I pafled



DISCOURSE tX. 223.

" I paffed by thee," fays he, " and Aivv tlice,

" poUated in thine own blood, 1 faid unto thee

" when thou waft in thy blood. Live ; yea I

" faid unto thee when thou waft in thy blood,

" Live."—And after dcfcribing the fcvcral fteps

which he took to raife her up, to ornament her,

and to ennoble her, he adds—" Thy renowa
" went forth among the heathen for thy beauty :

" for it was perfeft through my comelinefs,

" which I had put upon thee, faith the Lord

" God." He cloathed her with the unfpotted

robe of his own righteoufnefs, and made her per-

fect through his comeliiiefs which he put upon

her. All our comelinefs now confifts in what

Chrift puts upon us, and in what he works in

us. While man was innocent he wanted no

cloathing j but when he loft the image of God,

then ihame and fin made cloathing neceflary.

The finful body is forced to go to the creatures

to borrow a covering from them, and the foul

has no covering but what comes from the head

of the church. The moon has no light but what

flae receives from the fun. The fpoufe of Chrift

ftiines in the beams of her hufband. Covered and

ornamented with his righteoufnefs, and enriched,

with the graces of his Spirit, flie is the faireft

among women, fair in the fight of an infinitely

holy God, in the eye of the perfeft law Ihe ap

pears to be without fpot or wrinkle or any fuch

thing, holy and without blemifli. In this ami-

able
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able light fhe now appears to the daughters of

Jerufalem, They fee and acknowledge her per-

fe£t beauty, and earneftly defire to partake of

her Lord's love. Whither, fay they, is thy

beloved, whofe love was able to cloath thee

with this immaculate robe of righteoufnefs, and

whofe fpirit has enriched thee with fo many di-

vine graces, whither is he gone ? They knew

he had withdrawn himfelf from the believer,

but it is plain, from this queftion, that they did

not think Chrift had quite forfaken him ; they

fuppofed he ftill knew Chrift, and was able to

inform them whither he was gone. The words

immediately following the text fhew, that he

was acquainted where Chrift then vouchfafed

his prefence, though he had hid his face from

him—" My beloved," fays he, " is gone down
" into his garden."—He is ftill in the garden of

his church. There he was to be found. He
was ftill prefent by his Spirit in the ordinances,

and in them he was determined to wait until he

found his beloved. Chrift had taken away the

light of his countenance, not only to chaftife his

former fleepy fecurity, and to make him more

carneft in feeking his Lord, and to make him

more thankful when he fliould find him, but alfo

to render him the means as it here proved, of

ftirring up others to feek for a clear knowledge

of Chrift, and the experience of his love—" Whi-
*' ther is thy beloved gone." fay they, <' whither

<' is
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" is thv beloved turned afide r"—not wholly de-

parted, but only turned afide,- tell us, " that we
" may feck him with thee." How wonderfully

does grace appear to work by the growth of thefe

good defires in the daughters of Jerufalem ! And
how ready fliould we be to fpeak a word for

Chrift, fince fuch may be the happy efFefts ?

How induftridus ought we to be to feek occa-

fions, how careful to negle£l none? As we
know not which word is to profper, either this

or that, let us take every opportunity of faying

fomething for Chrift. Let us inform men what

he is, and what we know of him, and who can

tell but a very imperfeft, yet well-meant defcrip-

tion may receive a bleffing. Have we not great

encouragement in the morning to fow our feed,

and in the evening not to with-hold our hand,

from the fuccefs mentioned in the text When
the daughters of Jerufalem heard the believer En-

large upon the excellencies of Chrift, and fet

forth his own fliare and intereft in them, and

faw that no difcouragements could cool the ar-

dor of his love, they were hereby ftirred up ;

thefe were the means under God of putting

them upon defiring a nearer and more clofe ac-

quaintance with Chrift. They knew him before

by profeffion, but now they wanted the poflelTioii

of him. They wanted to know Chrift to be

tht'irs. At firft they faw no form n. r comelinefs

in him, that they fliouId dcfirc him. But now

the
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the defires of their hearts are after him. They
fee their want of him, they are convinced of his

all-fufficiency to fupply their wants, they believe

he is able, and they hope he is willing, they nei-

ther doubt of his power or of his love to fave, and

therefore they refolve to feek him, until they

have experienced the truth of the character which

they had heard of him, and can call him their

beloved and their friend.

Confidering the words in this light, they hold

out to us oae plain leffon. When the daugh-

ters of Jerufalem heard of the beauties and ex-

cellencies of God the Saviour, it wrought upon

their hearts, and kindled fervent and earneft de-

fires to know their interell in him. Still God
works in the fame manner. When Chrift is fet

forth in his divine graces, and attributes, and

offices, the Holy Spirit thereby ftirs up defires in

th^ hearts of finners to feek Chrift and his falva-

tion, and he alfo excites holy affedions in be-

lievers to follow Chrift more clofely. Has he,

my brethren, wrought thus in any of your

hearts ? How have you been affe£ted with thefe

difcourfes upon the lovelinefs and perfections of

Jefus Chrift ? Have they made any good im-

preflion upon you ? Have you had ftronger de-

fires after Chrift, and have you feen him more

lovely than you ever did before ? Thefe effefts

ought to have followed : for his " name is as

" ointment poured forth," the preaching of his

name
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name is like opening a box of the richeft per-

fume. It difFufes its fragrancy all around, fa

that the houfe is filled with the grateful odour of

the ointment. Did you perceive none of it

poured forth, none of this unftion from the holy

one defcending upon you this day ? Did you find

no fweet favour of grace working in your hearts,

while I was attempting to draw a fliort cha-

racter of the lovelinefs of Jefus ? Did he ap-

pear to you altogether lovely, as man, as God,

as God-man united in one Saviour, and was it

the prayer of your foul, that you might find him

your beloved and your friend ! If the Holy Spi-

rit accompanied the word, thefe effefts have

followed ; if they have, give the glory to God,

and be thankful ; and if they have not. Oh that

he may now enable me to fpeak a word to your

confciences under my third and lafl head, which

was to make a proper ufe and application of

what has been faid.

The believer, though under fpiritual defertion,

could fee nothing worth feeking after, but his

beloved Saviour. He feeks him, though he can-

not find—calls, though he has no anfwer—con-

tinues feeking and calling, though he meets with

difgrace and perfecution. The pleafing remem-

brance of their love would not fuffer liim to reft

until it was renewed. His love grew with feek-

iflg. Oppofition made it burn the brighter.

He went on, nothing difcouraged, until he found

the
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the daughters of Jerufalem, nnd made them ac-

quainted with his cafe. They a{k, whst he

found in this Jefiis, that he was fo diftreft at his

withdrawing himfelf from him ? this gave Jiim

cccafion to draw the character of his beloved,

which he does in a very enHvened defcription,

fetting forth in the moft beautiful colours, what

he was in himfelf, and what he was to him, the

perfeft lovelinefs of Chrill, and his intercft in it.

Upon this the daughters of Jerufalem take fire.

They become alfo in love \vith Chrift, and dcfire

to fliare in thofe perfections, the account ofwhicli

had touched their hearts and inflamed their affec-

tion.

Now if the Spirit of God be moving in your

hearts, this is, my brethren, the cafe with you.

You are convinced of your own fpiritual wants,

and of Chrift 's being an all-fufficient and a loving

Saviour, and while I have been defcribing him,

you have fent up many a wifn to heaven, pray-

ing him to reveal himfelf to you, and to mani-

feft his love to your foul. This is always

the confequence of preaching Chrift Jefus the

Lord, when God effeftually v\'orks with the

word preached. When the Holy Spirit accom-

panies it with his divine grace, it is then the

power of God unto falvation. But

If this has not been the effeft, if you have had

no defircs awakened in your minds after Chrift,

confider, I bcfeech you, v.'hat a ftate of guilt and

danger
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danger you are in. Jefus Chrift has all the

excellenofies of heaven and earth, every thing

that ought to gain your efteem in his hu-

man nature, every thing that can demand

your love in his divine nature, and as God-

man united in one Saviour he has every grace

and every blefling to give, that can make

you happy in time and in eternity. And yet

though he has every thing valuable, that can

win the underftanding, though he has every

thing defireable, that can gain the will, though

he has every thing lovely, that can influence the

heart and the affeftions, you can hear of him

without any emotion. You fee no form nor

comelincfs in him that you fliould defire him.

Without an intereft in him you mull be mifer-

able for ever. He alone can fave you from the

iull punifliment due to your fins, and yet your

hopes and fears, your own intereft, your love of

pleafure and hatred of pain, cannot prevail with

you to love and efteem the God of our falvation.

What is the reafon of this.'' Why are all the

faculties of the foul thus ftrongly biaffed againft

their own intereft ? Propofe to them any fen-

fual pleafure, thqy eagerly delire, and ardently

purfue it, and with the fame propenfity they fly

from fenfual pain. But in matters relating to

the foul they a6l dire£lly contrary. Jefus Chrift

being the Saviour of the world has every fpiri-

tual pleafure to give, and yet they neither eagerly

Vol. V. P defire,
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defire, nor ardently purfue it. Without an in-

tereft in him body and foul will be in everlaft-

ing pain, and yet they do not fly to him, that

ihey may avoid it. Whence is it that men acl

thus abfurdly, thus unnaturally ? The fcrip-

ture gives this reafon. Sin has corrupted all the

faculties of foul and body, and has got domi-

nion over them. It has blinded the underftand-

ing, v/hicli is dark, yea darknefs itfelf the apoftle

fays, not only without the aftual knowledge of

God and of the things of God, but alfo without

the potential knowledge of them :
" for the na-

" tural man perceiveth not the things of the Spi-

" rit of God." From whence we learn his ac-

tual want of knowledge in the things of God.

But left fome fliould afcribe this to his negleft of

them, or to his not being acquainted with meta-

phyfics or moral reafoning, the apoftle adds,

" neither can he know them," let him ftudy

them ever fo much ; from hence we Jearn his

w^ant of power to know them, and this is the

reafon, " becaufe they are fpiritually difcerned."

-An evident proof, that the faculties of the na-

tural man arc as much under the pow^er of fm as

a dead corpfc is under the power of death. In

all fpiritual matters he is like a dead man, with-

out any fpiritual difcernment. He cannot turn

his mind to think, his will to defire, or his affec-

lions to love them. Sin has abfolute dominion

over him, and forces him to ferve it with all the

powers
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powers of foul and body, even to their own de-

ftruction. In this ftate, dreadful as it is, you

are at prcfent. If the defires of your heart be

not after Chrifl:, if you do not at this time wifli

from your fouls, that you may have an intereft

in the lovelinefs and excellencies of Chrift, and

may know him to be your Saviour and your God,

then be afifurcd that you are ftill under the

power of fin. It has entirely blinded you, and

I fhould be an enemy to my blclTed mafter, and

an enemy to your happinefs, if I did not fpeak

to you freely and openly, and warn you of

your danger. Out of love to your fouls I cannot

be filent, and whether yoti will hear or whether

you will forbear, I muft deliver my own foul.

I fuppofe, my brethren, you profefs yourfelvcs

chriftlans, and you believe that Jefus Chrift is a

perfeft and complete Saviour ; and you believe

farther, that you (hall fome time or other ftand in

need of his falvation ; but you have no defirc to

experience it at prefent. You do not want prefent

falvation from fin, You cannot but wiih to be

freed from the guilt and puniflimcnt of it, but

then you have no withes to be freed from its do-

minion
J is it not evident therefore that it ftill

has dominion over you : and being fo, you arc

children of God's wrath, under the curfcs of his

holy law, fentcnced by it and condemned to

cvcrlafting torments, death will foon come, and
inflift the curfes or the law upon you, even the

P 2 moft



t^i sol6mon's song.

moft terrible and dreadful of them. How awfiH

and ftrikingare thefe words! Who but a man
dead in fin could ftand out againft the force of

them ? " If any man love not the Lord Jefus

" Chrift let him be anathema maranatha." You
are here put under the heavieft and bittereft of

divine curfcs, not only if you hate or oppofe

Jefus Chrifi:, but alfo if you do not love him.

Oh confider then and weigh this fcripture care-

fully, if you have not fome love for the Lord

Jefus, and are not feeking to love him more.

I leave it upon your minds, and may God write

it upon all your hearts, that you may fly from this

anathema maranatha to the arms of that loving

Saviour, who alone can deliver you from it. Flee

then from fin. Flee then from fatan. Flee from

all the enemies of your fouls to this loving God,

who is almighty to fave. And to thofe who are

flying to him for falvation, and whofe hearts

have been ftirred up to feek him along with thefe

daughters of Jerufalem, I make my fecond prac-

tical remark.

My brethren, you have great reafon to be

thankful for thefe firft motions of grace. God

has bc^un to draw you to himfelf—follow and

run after him. Seek him, while he may be

found. And for your encouragement remember

how many fwcct promifes God has made in

fcripture to them that feek him. " Thofe that

" feek me early, fays wifdom, fliall find me."

5 Prov.
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Prov. viii. 17. Chrift, who has made unto us

wifdom, here declares that iic will be found of

them that feek him. And again he fays, " Seek

" and ye fliall find ; for every one that feeketh

" findeth." Thefc are the words of the God of

truth, and they thall ftand fall for ever and ever.

His almighty power will againft all oppofition

fulfil his promifes. And his faithful people find

them fulfilled. They have the comfortable ex-

perience of them. One of his people, a man
after his own heart, has declared, " Thou Lord
" haft never failed them that feek thee."—No,

never—at no time has he difappointed them. If

they fought happinefs in him, they infallibly

found it. And this is the experience of all

God's people. They can take up the prophet's

words, and with one voice declare. " Thou
" Lord has never failed them that feek thee."

Here is comfort for them that feek the Lord

Jefus. How happy would worldly men think

themfelves, if they were upon this footing, if

they were fure of finding what they feek ? Let

them not rife up in judgement againft you, my
brethren, and condemn you for not feeking what

you could not but have found, if you had fought

aright: Chrift is to be found in his own ordi-

nances. He is to be met with, not in the wil-

dernefs of the world, but in the inclofed garden

of the church. Thither he ftill comes down,

and manifefts himfelf to them that feek him. In

the



234 Solomon's song

the afTemblies of his people he Avill be mad-e -

known by animating and quickening the word,

and by rendering it effeftual to awaken fmners

from the dead fleep of fm, to encourage feekers

to go ofi until they find, and to build up and

ftrengthen them that have found. He w ill prove

himfelf to be the God who heareth prayer, by

hearing and anfwering their petitions for them-

felves, and their fupplications for all men. He
will make himfelf known to them, by break-

ing of bread, and by feeding and ftrengthening

their fouls with his body and blood at his own
table. He flill comes down with his gracious

prefence into thefe ordinances, and animates and

enlivens them. We are his witnclTes : for wc
find his good Spirit in them. Oh continue then

feekirig, and continue in the ways of his own
appointing, and when it will be moft for his

glory, and for your comfort and falvation, you

have his word of promife " you fhall find." And
fooner fliall heaven and earth pafs away, than the

leaft tittle of any of his promifes fhall fail :
" Seek

" and ye fliall find." And to them who have

found I have a word of exhortation in the third

and laft place.

My chriftian brethren, fince you know Chrift

to be altogether lovely, and to be your beloved

and your friend, pray daily for more and more of

his love. Befeech the Holy Spirit to flied it

abroad abundantly in your hearts, that you may

honour
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honour him more in your lives, and praife him

more with your h'ps. How meanJy foever mea
may think ofhim, be .not ye afliaraed to own what

he has done for your fouls. Publilh his praifiiS.

Proclaim to all about you, what a loving Savi-

our you have found. If you, after what you have

experienced, were filent, furely the very ftones

will cry out. Speak out then, and tell of his

raatchlefs excellencies, and infinite perfections,

and try to ftir up others to feek. Prefs them to

leave fm, and to come to him, for nothing but

fin can keep them from him. Perfuade them to

leave the poor unfatisfying joys of fm, and to

feek his heavenly pleafures. Among your ac-

quaintance and friends, in your family, in all

companies, fpeak a word for your dear Saviour.

He fometimes blefles a well-meant fpeech, if

it be neither learned, nor elegant. But if it

fliould not be a blcfluig to others, yet it will

certainly be one to yourfelf : for he liath pro-

mifed—them that honour me, I will honour.

The fcope ^nd defig« of what I have faid was

to perfuade you all to feek the knowledge of

your intereft in Chrift's love, as the only means

of making you happy. Knowing your intereft

in him is the ground of your love : for if you had
no knowledge or experience of his love, how
could you love him becaufe he firft loved you.

Your love is only the reflex acl of his love.

And you mail: know that he loves you, before

yoa
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you can be truly happy, and you mull be bappy

in him, before you can have any motive to fing

his praifes from your heart. It is the blefled

employment of the faithful upon earth, and of

the glorified faints in hearen, to give honour,

and bleffing, and praife, to the Lamb that was

flain, and hath redeemed them unto God by his

blood. Can you, my brethren, join your hearts

and voices with theirs ? Are you able to praife

the Lord for his goodnefs, and to declare the

wonders that he hath done for your foul—to be

telling of his falvation from day to day, every

day, and all the day ? If you have not reafon

enough to be always giving of thanks, you may

be affured you are not a real member of the

church of Chrift. If you were, you would find

the truth of this fcripture—" Blefled are they

" that dwell in thy houfe, they will be always

" praifing thee." This is the fweet employment

of thofe who dwell in the houfe of God, in the

church here below. It is meet, right, and their

bounden duty, that they fhould at all times and

in all places give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy

Father, almighty, everlafting God. It is their

duty, and they reckon it their privilege ; and

forry they are when they either find themfelves

interrupted by the neceflary affairs of this life,

or through coldnefs of their affedions are in-

difpofcd for the delightful exercife of thankfgiv-

ing. But thanks be to God who will foon deli-

ver
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Tcr US from both thefe hinderances. Ere long

we (hall join the glorified fpirits who are now
ftanding round the throne, finging the praifes of

God and the Lamb. This is their confrant and

happy employment. And his infinite adorable

perfeftions will find them frefli matter of praife

to all eternity. Suppofe any of you were to go

out of the world in love with fin, and void of the

love of Chrift, you could not join them, nor

would it be any pleafure to you to hear them

afcribe bleffing, and honour, and glory, and

power to him that fitteth on the throne, and to

the Lamb, for ever and ever. This is the feli-

city of an innumerable company of angels, and

of the fpirits of juft men made perfect: but it

could be none to you, becaufe your heart was

not fitted for it. If you believe this, and if

God's word be true you cannot deny it, thenaflc

yourfelves. Would you choofe to die unfit for the

joys of heaven ? Surely you would not. Why
then do you live unfit for them ? If ever vou

relifli them, you mufl begin to tafte their fweet-

nefs here. In this life the praifes of Chrift muft

be your delight, if they ever be in the next.

Weigh thefe motives, and give them the atten-

tion which they deferve. Confider them under

the influence of the Holy Spirit. Pray for his.

grace. And may he difpofe you to feek the

knowledge of your intereft in Chrift, and enable

you to wait until his love be fhed abroad in your

hearts j
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hearts ; and then you wiH have reafon to rejoice

in your redeeming God in time and in eternity.

And that this may be your happy experience,

let us pray for it. May he who fitteth upon the

throne hear and anfwer.

Look down with mercy, O thou almighty and

loving Saviour, upon this whole congregation.

All hearts are open, all defires known, and

no fecrets are hid from thee. O cleanfe the

thoughts of our hearts by the infpiration of thy

Holy Spirit, and enable every one of us to form

a right judgment of what we have heard. Stir

up, we pray thee, thy power, and come among

us, and with great might convince thofe perfons

of their guilt 'and of their danger, who are fcek-

ing happinefs in the world, and put it into their

hearts to feek it in thee. Teach them, blefled

Lord, that there is no true happinefs to be found

in a world which lieth in fin. Let them expe-

rience the delufion of all worldly joys, .that they

may feek for thofe joys which thine almighty

love has to beftow. And to thofe, whom thou

haft given grace to feek, give more grace. Con-

firm and ftrengthen the good defires of thofe

who are wahing for thy falvation. Keep them

by thy power, until thou fave them from their

fins. And fave us all, O thou Lord God omni-

potent, fave us from the power of fin. Deliver

us more and more from its dominion. May all

the Lord's people ferve him out of a pure heart,

and
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and with love unfeigned ; and may they go on

rejoicing to do or to fuffer his will, until he,

who got himfelf glory by them upon earth, fliall

be glorified in them in heaven, by bellowing up-

on them an exceeding and eternal weight of

glory. And when he cometh thus to be glori-

fied in his faints, and we know not how near the

day of his coming may be—Oh may it be your

happinefs and mine then to be found at his right

hand, to hear tjie almighty Judge pronounce us

bleflfed, and to enter into the joy of our Lord,

there to praife Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

three felf-cxiftcnt perfons in one Jehovah, to

whom be lionour and glory, dominion and power,

thankfgiving and worfliip now, and for ever and

ever. Ar/ien.
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SERMON X.

CHAP. viii. VER. 5.

Pf^o is this that cometh upfrom the wilderuefs, lean-

ing upon her beloved.

E have in thefe words a beautiful repre-

fentation of our Lord's love to his people. In

whatever light we confider him, he is amiable

and altogether lovely. He is not only great and

good, but has alfo every thing that is great

and good united in him, whereby he is able and

willing to fave poor finners unto the uttermoft.

They can want nothing but what he has to give.

And happy for them, his heart is large and open.

He is not ftraitned in his bowels. He gave

proof of it in the days of his flefh, when he never

refufed any perfon that came to alk his help.

And no weary heavy-laden finner, who comes

to him for his promifed reft, has ever fince been

caft out. He is free to pardon and to cleanfe

them from all their fms, and to bring them into

a ftate of acceptance with God ; and then he is

able to keep them through faith unto falvation,

This is a fweet part of our Lord's chara6ter~he

is able to keep them from falling. They are

weak in themfelves, but he is ftrong, and by

faith
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faith his ftrength becomes theirs. They are en-

gaged in a dangerous warfarcj and have many

powerful enemies, but the captain of their fal-

vation has conquered them, and has promifed

to make them alfo more than conquerors. They

have many troubles from within and from with-

out, but he knows how to make them all work

together for their good. He is able to carry

them fafely and fweetly through all dangers. In

this amiable light he is confidered in the text.

He is here drawn with every grace, which can

recommend and endear him to the affections of

his people : for he does not leave them to find

their way through the wildernefs, nor to over-

come the difficulties of their palTage through it,

nor to get fubfiftence in it, but he condu£ls and

carries them fafe through all, while they lean

upon him for ftrength : for he is here fupporting

the church, while flie is journeying through the

wildernefs of this world to the promifed land of

everlafting refl:. And the church is every be-

lieving foul—thou makeft part of it whoever

thou art, who canll place thy truft and confi-

dence upon Jcfus Chrift. Thou feeft the perfe£l

beauty of this image, and knoweft what it means

for the church to come from the wildernefs

leaning upon her beloved. O that the Eternal

Spirit may teach you all what it means. He
can open your eyes to fee the fenfe of it, and can

open your hearts to feci its fwcetnefs. The ex-

perience
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perience of it will make it fweet indeed, and

God grant you may now- experience it, and nnay

be able to lean upon Jefus Chrift for his grace

and bleffing on what you hear, while I fliall

Fird, Take the words in the fame order they

lie in the text, and endeavour to give the fenfe

of them. And then

Secondly, While I fliall apply the doctrine to

your fpiritual benefit and improvement.

The perfon celebrated in this divine fong is

Jefus Chrift, and his graces and infinite perfec-

tions are here defcribed under the moft fublime

and afFefting images. His love to the church,

that is, to every believing foul, is the grand de-

fign of tliis highly-finiflied painting. The man-

ner of the compofition is in the way of dialogue.

The principal fpeakcrs are Chrift and the church,

and twice or thrice the daughters of Jerufalem,

or fomc ftanders by are introduced, in order to

afic leading queftions, which would give occafion

to the anfwcrcr to open the fubjeft more fully.

Thefe perfons are, I fuppofe, the fpeakers in the

text, and iTTake the enquiry—" Who is this that

*' Cometh up from the v/iidernefs leaning on her

beloved?" Who is this? The anfwer is, it

is the church, of v/hofe love to Chrift this divine

poem treats. And the church is neither the

Jewilh nor the Gentile, ncitiicr the Protcf-

tant nor the Papift, neither thv-i Calvinift nor

the Lutiicran : for the multitude in all outward

churches
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churches is the fame. A man in his natural un-

rcgencrate ftate is juft the fame, whether he be

a Papift or a Proteftant ; but the few in thefe

outward churches who live and walk in the fpi-

rit and power of Chrift, they are the church.

Every believing foul is a part of it ; for of num-

bers of them the church is compofed. Whoever

is united by faith to Jefus Chrift, who is the head

of the church, he is a living member of it. All

the reft are dead formal profefTors, of whom,

God knows, we have too many. The generality

of our people content themfelves with a foolifn

notion of their belonging to the church of Eng-

land, and of their being members of the efta-

bliihed church, although they feldom fee the

infide of a church. They live in ignorance of

her do6lrincs, and in difobedience to her difci-

pHne. But may not the perfons, who frequent

her fervices and conftantly attend upon the out-

ward ordinances, think themfelves mighty good

churchmen } They may, if they be united by

faving faith to the head of the church ; but

without this union, a parcel of loofe ftones thrown

together in a heap would make juft fuch a

church as they are. Whereas the fpiritual build-

ing of which Chrift is the chief corncr-ftone is

fitly joined together and compared in every

part ; and the cement or bond of union which

keeps all the lively ftones of this fpiritual houf-

hold in their proper place and ftation, is faiths

as
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as the apoftle has taught us, Heb. iii. 6. " Chrifl

" is a fon over his own houfe, whofe houfe we
" are, if we hold faft the confidence of faith,

" and the rejoicing of hope firm unto the end."

If you attend ever fo much upon the outward

ordinances, yet if you have not this confidence

of faith, and this rejoicing of hope, you make

no part of the church of Chrift. You want the

proper cement of this fpiritual building. You
are but loofe ftones, and therefore neither united

to it, nor any part of it. You come to prayers

—you attend twice a day on Sundays—you go

once a month to the facrament—AlI this is very

well, and you may go thus far, nay much far*

ther, and yet be no member of Chrift's myftical

body. For thefe outward fervices profit no-

thing, unlefs the heart be rightly difpofed : and

the heart is then rightly difpofed, when we go

to thefe fervices in faith, hoping to meet God in

them, and to receive fuch fupplics of grace from

him as we ftand in need of. But when men ufe

the ordinances in hopes of making themfelves

good, and of attaining fome felf-righteoufnefs,

then they abufe them, and the flrifteft attenders

upon the ordinances with this view are the worft

churchmen, becaufc they moft effectually cut

themfelves off from all union with the head of

the church. By going about to eftabliih their

own lighteoufnefs, they entirely deprive them-

leh cs of that righteoufncfs of Jefus Chriil, with-

out
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out which no man fliall fee the Lord. If the

felf-righteous could be made to confidei' this,

they would not reft in forms and' ordinances,

which are only the beggarly elements of religion

when refted in, but would feek the grace of

God, which is the life and fpirit of the ordi-

nances, and then as they are his appointed

means, he would certainly be found in them.

And whoever finds him in them, and thereby

receives continual fupplies of grace for the ad-

vancement of his fpiritual life, he is a member

of the true church of Chnft.

Our reformers have given us an excellent

defcription of the church in their 19th article.

" The vifible church of Chrift is a congregation

" of faithful men, in the which the pure word of

" God is preached, and the facraments be duly

" adminiftered according to Chrift's ordinance."

Here they allow none to be members, no not

even of the vifible church, unlefs they be faith-

ful men : faith uniting them to Jefus Chrill is

that which makes them good churchmen, as it

will evidently appear from a farther confidera-

tion of this fcripture : for the condition of the

church is the next particular—" She is coming

up from the wildernefs," from the wafte howl-

ing wildernefs of this world, and travelling on

towards the promifed land of everlafting reft.

When man was firft created, he was placed

in a paradife of delight, where God had pro-

VoL. V. Q vided



246 Solomon's song.

vided every thing neceflary for the fupport botli

of foul and body. But when he tranfgrefTed the

juft and holy law of God he was driven out of

paradife, and turned into the wide barren world,

where his body was forced to labour for the

bread that periflieth, and to earn it by the fweal

of his brow, and his foul was banillied from God
and from all fweet communion v/ith him, which

had made paradife fo much like heaven, and tiie

remembrance of its fvveetnefs would make the

pleafanteft fpot upon the earth appear like a

defolate wildernefs. As God is the life, and

his prefence is the happinefs, of the foul, what

muft it be without God ? More uncomfortable

furely than the body would be in the moft difmal

howling defert : and we are all by nature in this

ftate. The world is indeed a place of banilh-

ment to every fon of fallen Adam. What will

you call it but a wildernefs, where not a morfel

of bread grows without human labour and culti-

vation ? And is not this a juft picture of the

ftate of the foul, which has no divine or faving

knowledge of itfelf, and can receive none from

any of the arts and fciences ? This barren earth

cannot produce one fingle ray of heavenly truth.

It muft all come down from above, as manna

did upon the IfraeHtes in the wildernefs, other-

wife our fouls will perifli for lack of knowledge,

as their bodies would have perillied for want of

bread. And fincc this is our condition, how
ftial!
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fliall we obtain deliverance ? We are here in

bondage. Sin has chained us down in this wil-

detnefs. Satan watches us and tempts us to love

our chains. The vain world fmiJes upon us, and

would make us believe that we are ftill in para-

dife : and God knows there are too many poor

filly creatures who take this world for their only

paradife. They are fo dotlngly fond of it, that

nothing can break the enchantment. Though

pains and miferies come one upon the back of

another, like wave after wave, yet ftlll they

cannot entertain one hard thought of this dear

world. They love it with all their hearts, and

with all their fouls, notwithftanding the briars

and thorns, which tear and fcratch their flefli,

and the difappointments and vexation they daily

meet with. This fatal delufion is the worft part

of their cafe, becaufe to be in fuch a wildernefs

is a great calamity, but to be in love with it is a

greater. It is a great misfortune to be fick, but

to be in love with ficknefs, is worfe than the dif-

temper, and much harder to be cured. And
how then can the foul recover her liberty ? She

is enflaved and chained down to this wildernefs,

and her enemies have her abfolutely in their

power. She cannot ftir one Hep in her own
might. Indeed fhe would not defire to ftir. She

loves her bondage. And fmce fhe has neither

the will nor the power, how can fhe efcape out

of this wildernefs? God be praifed, there is a

Q 2 way
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way open, and this is through Jefus, who has

declared of himfelf, " I am the way," and all

that fly to hinm efcape from the miferies of this

wildernefs, and are coming up from it, though

not in their own ftrength. The firft defire to

leave it was from Jefus Chrift j he enabled the

foul to feek deliverance, and then gave her

ftrength to break loofe from the chains where-

with flie was bound, and in his might flie is now

travelling on. He has given her a profpeft of a

better country, and for it (he has left off" feeking

happinefs in the wildernefs. The honours, riches,

and pleafures there to be found have loft their

former value. She has turned her back upon

them, and has fet out upon her journey heaven-

wards. And fee, all the way flie is coming up

from the wildernefs fhe

" Leans upon her beloved." He fupports every

ftep. This is the chief part of the beautiful image

in the text. We here fee the work of faith

painted before our eyes in the moft beautiful

colours. There could not be a finer picture of

the believer's reliance upon Chrift for grace to

fupport every ftep, and for ftrength to carry him

on in the chriftian life, than to draw the church

leaning upon her beloved. To lean and reft the

body, upon any thing is the perfe£l reprefentation

of faith leaning and refting itfelf upon Chrift.

An able expofitor upon the paflage has thefe

words—" She is leaning on her beloved ; that is,

" as

3
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'• as they, who are weak, make ufe of a ftafF in

*' climbing of a ftrait and fteep ground, or cafe

" themfclves by leaning upon one that is ftrong,

" and efpecially one whom they love for helping

" them in their way : fo the believer is faid to

" come up fi-om the wildernefs, ' leaning on her

" beloved,' becaufe flie being weak in herfelf,

" and unfit for fuch a difficult journey, by faith

" refts on Chrift, for helping her in the way,

" whereby (he is fuftained, and carried through

" in the duties of an holy walk, and the diffi-

" culties in her way, till (he come through the

" wildernefs unto the land of reft."

Every ftep flie takes, fpiritually by faith and

love, flie cleaves to and relies upon Chrift.

There is a fufficiency, and efficacy in Chrift to

fave to the uttermoft, to begin, and to carry on,

and to perfed the whole work of falvation : he

is the wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanftification, and

redemption of believers ; and tlierefore they

would not only by faith be united to him, and

lean upon him for the pardon of their fins by his

righteoufnefs, but they would alfo by faith de-

pend upon him for their fan£lification, for their

dying to fin, and being alive unto God. And
thus by the exercife of faith they fulfil the com-

mandment—" Truft in the Lord with all thine

" heart, and lean not to thine own underftand-

ing." If they overcome the world the victory

is from trufting in the Lord by faith, from the

power
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power of Chrift apprehended and applied by

faith. If fin be dying in them, it is by the effi-

cacy of his death apprehended and appHed by

faith. If they be alive unto God, " it is not I,"

fays Paul, " but Chrift liveth in me." It is by

exercifing faith on Chrift, that I receive ftrength

to get forward in the way of duty, and to make

a progrefs in holinefs. I derive continual fup-

port from him, and the more I can depend and

lean upon him by faith, the fafter I go, and the

farther I advance in the way : for leaning on him,

and coming up, are joined together in the text.

If you gain any ground it muft be by leaning

upon the beloved Jefus for his fupport and

ftrength : for he is " the beloved" here fpoken

of The beloved Son of the Father, in whom he

declared he was v^^ell pleafed, and he is become

the beloved of the believing foul, which is now

awakened by his Spirit, and ftirred up by his

power to leave this barren wildernefs, and to

feek a better country, e. a heavenly. His love

begun the firft defire, and ftill carries it on.

His Spirit opened the eyes of faith to fee a better

country, and fupports every ftep towards it.

And the believer leaning and relying upon his

beloved Jefus goes on fweetly and fafely. He
beholds infinite e: cellcncies, and daily difcovers

new worlds of delight in him j and the fenfe of

his own intereft in them increafes the delight.

He can call all thefe his own. And to have a

property
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property In them makes them ftill more valuable.

In this divine fong he frequently lays a great

ftrefs upon this particular, efpecially in the 5th

chapter, where he has been drawing a pi£lure

of his Lord, and he puts the finiOiing ftrokc to it

in thefc words—" This is my beloved—and this

" is my friend." All his excellencies appear

with a double grace to me, bccaufe I can call

them mine. This is the happy experience of

every faithful foul. May the Holy Spirit beftow

it upon you, giving you a view of the Redeemer's

excellencies, and convincing you of your intcrcft

in them, while I am

Secondly, Applying the doftrine contained in

the text to your fpiritual benefit and improve-

ment. " Who is this that cometh up from the

" wildernefs r" It is the believer, whofe affec-

tions are now raifed above all earthly things,

and he is coming up from the world leaning

every ftep he takes in the way towards heaven,

upon his beloved Jefus. T\\c believer's hea-

venly mindcdnefs is here reprcfcnted bv his com-

ing up or afcending from the wildernefs, wherein

he fojourned, in his way to heaven, as tlie Ifra-

clites did in the wildernefs, while they were on

their journey to the Promifed Land. The be-

liever looks upon the plcafantcft and beft culti-

A ated fpot of thii earth as a mere wildernefs, bc-

caufe there is no true comfort or perfeft reft for

the foul in any of the good things of it. He has

4 left



a^i Solomon's sokg.

left ofF feeking happinefs in the enjoyment of

them, being convinced that all worldly joys are

empty and unfatisfying, and therefore he has

tm-ned his back upon them. He remembers

Lot's wife. He would not caft one wiftiful look

after them. He keeps walking on with an un-

wearied courfe, becaufe he has an almighty fup-

port. He leans upon one who is able to bear up

every ftep, who can ftrengthen the weak hands,

and confirm the feeble knees. Chrift is his fup-

port in his walk heavenwards. He takes Chrift

for his fanftification, as well as for his juftifica-

tion. Chrift muft do all in him, as well as fojr

him. Chrift muft enable him to do the works

proper to a ftate of acceptance, as well as bring

him into it : for the believer knows of no power

whereby he may be enabled to die unto fin, and

to live unto God, but his power only, who is

almighty to fave his people from their fins.

This is the doclrine. From the firft moment our

backs are turned upon the world, and we begin

to leave the wildernefs of fin and mifery, until

we come to the promifed land of everlafting reft,

we muft lean all the way upon Chrift. He muft

be our ftay and fupport. Faith muft rely upon

him fo the fuccefs of every thing we undertake,

and by this reliance it fecures fuccefs. The
greateft part of our misfortunes and difappoint-

merts in our temporal as well as religious affairs

come from the ignorance of this doctrine. V\^e

know
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know not how to truft all in the hands of our

loving Saviour. Worldly prudence will be ma-

naging its temporal matters without rcfigning

all to him : and mens pride and felf-fufiiciency

cannot bear to be ftript of all merit, and to rely

entirely for acceptance upon the merits of ano-

ther. It is too low and degrading an idea of

the dignity of man to fuppofe him to be in a

(late of condemnation until Chrift juftify him,

and to be unable to take one ftep in his chriftian

courfe, unlefs the Spirit of Chrift affift and fup-

port him. Thefe truths are too mortifying to

be generally received, but believers know them

to be truths by happy experience. They are

alTured, that there is no other way to walk con-

tentedly and cheerfully homewards, but to lean

and reft all the way upon him, who is both their

guide and their ftrength, who has them and all

their concerns in his gracious hands. Although

this be the only way to true happinefs, yet it is

extremely difficult to convince finners of it. Every

error leads them away from it, and error is in-

finite. I ^ill endeavour through God's help to

correft fome of the moft common errors. And
Firft, I (hall fpeak of thofe which all carelefs

linners fall into. Sin cut ofF all communion

with, and reliance upon, God, and whoever lives

in his natural unregenerate ftate cannot rely upon

him for any good ; t! e fiancr leans upon fome

worldly enjoyment f( r happinefs, and the care-

lefs
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lefs finncr is fecure in this worldly enjoyment.

He has no thoughts of feeking happinefs in Jefus

Chrift, and therefore has no defire to lean with

faith upon him. The danger of this is evident,

becaufc ewry man in it is under condemnation,

and is a child of wrath ; and it is wonderful that

the devil fliould be fo far able to delude fmners as

to make them fit eafy under it : for did they but

know and feel their condition as it really is, fmful

and dangerous,' they would then acknowledge

themfelves to be miferable finncrs; and were

they convinced of their want of falvation, and

that there is no Saviour but Jefus Chrift, then

Avould they in earneft feek falvation through

him, and not as they do, labour to deprive them-

felves of it with all their might : for they are

daily adding to their fin, and to their guilt, and

to their mifery. When they read, " There is

" falvation in none other than Jefus Chrift,"

they are deluded into a falfe peace, although

they are not alTured they have falvation in him.

When God declares, " that without holinefs no

" man (hall fee him," they know they are not

holy, and yet they never confider what eternal

mifery it will be not to fee God. Thus thefe

carelefs fmners being out of a ftate of falvation,

are in danger of perifhing every moment. Jefus

Chrift alone can fave them, and yet thev prefer

fm to him and his eternal falvation. The guilt

of this is fo monftrous, that men could not fall

into
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into it unlefs they were under a ftrong delufion.

And yet the extreme folly of this conduct is

equal to the guilt of it. - Men who have no reft

nor ftay upon Chrift cannot be happy in the pre-

fent world. They are not upon the foundation,

the rock of ages. Their happinefs is built upon

fand, againft which, when the rains dcfcend, and

the floods come, and the winds blow, it will fall.

When the evil day comes thefe carelefs finncrs

have nothing to reft upon. When affliftion

prefles hard upon them, they fmk under it.

When ficknefs feizcs thcni, down fall their high

fpirits, the approach of dcnth is moft dreadful,

and they fometimes die for fear of dying. Or

if they meet with heavy trouble.% they are often

fo miferable, that life is quite a burden ; and if

natural confcience ftiould at this time begin to

torment them with its horrors, thefe added to

their other diftrefles would overfet them. Hav-

ing none of the comforts of the gofpel to fupport

tliem under this complicated mifery, they often

feck relief in felf-murder. This is frequently the

caufe of that dreadful crime, which can never be

repented of And thus thefe poor miferable

cowards murder themfelvcs rather than live in

pain, and fiy to hell for refuge from the miferies

of life. Are not thefe evident proofs, that there

is no folid happinefs out of Chrift, and that

whatever men lean upon for happinefs but him,

are nothing better than fo manv broken reeds ?

Do
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Do we not fee thefe proofs confirmed by daily

experience ? When God fends any public cala-

mity, the fword or the peftilence, or famine,

finncrs receive them as judgments, and are ter-

rified, but not reformed. If he arifc to fliake

terribly the earth, their hearts tremble more than

the ground does under their feet : they fear left

it fliould open every moment and fwallow them

up. If it flauuld, their confciences- tell them they

cannot efcape the pit of deftruction. This is the

mifcrablc condition of careless fmners, who have

no truft and confidence in Jefus Chrift. They

are an eafy prey to every enemy, and they are

made miferable by the fears and terrors of their

own confciences. And is it not the fooliflmefs of

folly to be always toft upon fuch a tempeftuous

fca, when you ma) be faved from all the ftorms

of life.'' Wl\o would choofe to have his peace

of mind lie at the mercy- of every wind and wave?

Is this prudent, is this fafe, when he that com-

mandeth the winds and the waves has only to

fay, " Peace, be ftill," and there will be a great

calm ? Thy tempeftuous foul will be compofed.

Thou wilt find a peace of mind that paiTeth all

underftanding. Oh unpardoned finner, haft thou

no defire, haft thou no wifli now rifing in thy

mind for the enjoyment of this peace of God ?

May he, without whom thou canft not fo much

as ihink. a good thought, put it into thy heart to

feck it. And when tl.ou art once made fcnfiblc

of
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of thy fore difeafe, here is thy remedy. Clirift

is the infallible phyfician of the foul, and he has

a fovercign balm to heal every malady of fin.

Does thy confcience accufe and torment ? The

fprinkling of the blood of Jefus can take out the

fcnfe of guilt, and give thee joy and peace in be-

lieving. Doft thou begin to be weary of thy fins

and thy fufferings ? Afk Jefus Chrift to take off

thy burden. Come to him, who bore all thy

fins, and he will eafe thee of thy load, and thou

fh'.ilt find peace and reft unto thy foul. He has

promifed it to every returning finner, and he is a

God of truth. " Caft thy burden Upon the

" Lord and he will fuftain thee this is his

promife, and he daily fulfils it.^ Look among

believers and thou wilt fee it literally fulfilled.

Thou canft not deny but that being juftified by-

faith, they have peace with God, and are happy

in the fenfe of his love to them through Jefus

Chrift their Lord ; whereby they are fupported

and comforted under all God's dealings with

them, knowing that he will make all things

work together for their good. And accordingly

we read in fcripture of his having never failed

them, who leaned upon him for help. When
they were vifited with ficknefs, or poverty, or

any other afRi£tion, he enabled them to bear his

fatherly correction without murmuring or rejoin-

ing. When fin cries aloud for vengeance, and

juftice draws the fword, and cuts off the inhabi-

tants
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fants of the earth with a fwift deftruclion, then

believers happily expetieiice that their gracious

God in the midft of wrath remembers mercy.

His judgments upon his enemies are mercies to

them. When the earth quakes and trembles

under their feet, their foul docs not melt away

becaufe of the trouble. The rock upon which

they ftand cannot be moved, and therefore in the

midft of the earthquake, they can triumphantly

fay, " God is our refuge and ftrength, a very

" prefent help in trouble, therefore will not we
" fear, though the earth be removed, and though

" the mountains be carried into the midft of the

" fea." Would not you think yourfelves happy

if this was your cafe ? And yet believers have

ftill a greater happinefs. When death itfelf ap-

proaches it is welcome : for the fting of death is

taken out, and they have no fear left about any

thing, but fin. They are more afraid of fin, than

of poifon. They would not live in fin to gain

the world, and in the ftrength of their beloved

Saviour on whom they lean and rely, they can

and do conquer fin, fo that it does not reign in

their mortal bodies. What do you think of the

fafety and happinefs of thofe perfons, who are

afraid of nothing, but of oftending their recon-

ciled Father? Certainly they are the happieft

men upon earth ; and every finner would envy

th(?m, if the devil had not propagated an opinion

that they are all under a delufion. If any of

vou.
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youj my brethren, have entertained this opinion,

weigh the matter carefully, and you will find

this makes nothing for your cafe. For what you

fuppofe to be delufion is a fweet and comfor-

table ftate of mind, promifed in the word of

God, and beftowed upon the children of God

;

and are they deluded, think ye, who fay they

have received nothing more than what God had

promifed to give ? That faith, by which ye

fuppofe us deluded, does certainly free us from

the commiffion of many fins, and from many of

the niiferies of tlie prefent life, and it deludes us

into a kind of fortitude, that not only enables

us to bear reproach, contempt, injuries, and af-

flictions, but alfo to rejoice under them, when
we meet them for following Chrift. Oh happy

delufion ! We are deluded into a ftrong belief

that God loves us in Jefus Chrifl., and therefore

we are confident, that whatever he appoints for

us is the beft. Be it poverty, or ficknefs, or any

outward evil, we can refign ourfelves content-

edly to his holy will, being aflured that our lov-

ing Father would fend us nothing, but what
will be for our good. Is all this a delufion ?

Can a man be deluded into fuch real folid hap-

pinefs ? Glory be to God, I have tafted a little

of it, and I would not part with the blelTmg for

a thoufand worlds. Upon this earth there is no

happinefs like it. Heaven only exceeds it.

Therefore you gain nothing by giving credit to

the
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the devil's He. He would have you to believe

that all God's people are under a delufion, and

that they only fancy they are fafe and happy by

leaning upon Jefus Chrift. And can you believe

this barefaced lie ? Who but the father of lies

could raife fuch an evil report upon the good

land, and who but his children would give any

credit to it? For the fpirit of truth fpeaks a dif-

ferent language. Hear what he has promifed,

and then judge, whether we are deluded, who
fay, he has fulfilled his promife to us :

" Thou
" wilt keep him in perfefl: peace whofe mind is

" ftayed on thee, becaufe he trufteth in thee.

" Truft ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord
" Jehovah is everlafting ftrength." Here he en-

gages to keep thofe perfons in perfeft peace by

his everlafting ftrength, whofe minds are ftayed

upon him. Fear then, carelefs fmner, to call

this pe-rfe8: peace a delufion : for thereby thou

wouldeft afcribe to the devil the glory of God's

work ; but rather afk God to (hew thee thy

guilt and wretchednefs, that thou mayeft find

thy want of that peace which God has to give.

Haft thou no defire to a(k If thou canft not

fend up one wifti for it, may his good Spirit now
put it into thy heart. Oh that thou couldft pray-

to be in the happy ftate of the faithful foul,

" Coming up from the wildernefs leaning upon

" her beloved." And to every one who defires

to be in this ftate I make my fccond remark.

I fup-
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i fuppofe you begin to find the heavy burden

of fin, and it is growing intolerable ; then look

to Chrift, that he may take it upon him, and eafe

you. He can fuftain it ; for he hath bor-^ i the

weight of the fins of the world, and he will eafe

you of your burden, whenever you can caft it

upon the Lord. But if you are difcouraged from

trufting in him, and find your fins to be fo many

and fo great, that you fear he will not receive

you : fear not. Be your fins ever fo heinous, if

you are fenfible of them, and can afk mercy, he

will be merciful. He never fliut any one out of

mercy becaufe he was a great finner. The

greatefl: have found mercy, and fo may you, if

you go as one of the greateft to afk it. Afk, and

yc fliall have. Pray to Jefus for his help, and he

will raife you up. Pray for faith, and he will

enable you to lean upon him for wifdom, and

rightcoufnefs, and holinefs, and eternal redemp-

tion.

But you have, you fay, been praying and

waiting upon him, and yet you find nothing but

coldnefs and deadncfs in your heart. You make
no progrefs. Though you defire to lean upon
Chrifl every ftep, yet you cannot put your

whole truft and confidence in him, your mind
is full of fo many doubts and fears. Several

pcrfons, when they firfl fet out in the ways of

religion, get into this temper. They are always

difputing and doubting, whether this ftep be

Vol. V, R right,
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right, and that fervice accepted, looking too

much into their own hearts, and looking too

little at Chrift, and fo they puzzle and perplex

themfelves, and can gain no ground. If you

would be freed from thefe difficulties, follow the

light which God gives, and make ufe of the

help which he offers ; and that is the way to

receive more. You, my brethren, are fccking

his promifed falvation. Enquire, what you

are to truR to, and to reft upon at prefent. If

God has made a provifion for your cafe, it

ought to be your fupport. And has he not left

you the word of promife to rely upon ? He has

commanded you, and it is your bounden duty,

to believe the report which God has given of

his Son. You are requned to take him at his

word, and to believe, that Chrift is, as the fcrip-

ture has fet him forth, a Saviour willing and able

to fave every finner, who comes unto him.

This is the fcripture character of Chrift ; and if

you do not believe what it fays concerning him,

you make God a liar. And you will call in que-

ftion both the, faithfulnefs and the goodnefs of

God, if you think that he has promifed any

thing to them that feek, which he w411 not fulfil

to you who are feeking. Heaven and earth ftiali

pafs away, but not one tittle of God's proniifes

lliall pafs away, until all be fulfilled.

Is not this then, my brethren, the point wdiere-

in you fail ? You are feeking Chrift, and his

falvation.
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falvatlon, but you want fomethinj mor«;. thaa

the word of promife, before you reft upon it in the

manner God requires. You defire a particular

application of the promifes, and want the expe-

rience of them, before you can wholly rely upon

tlie faithfulnefs and truth of God who made

them. Examine, whether this be not the cafe

;

and if it be, confider how you difcredit the word

of God. You are commanded to believe it, and

unlefs you think God is a liar, you may fafely

rely upon it. It is your duty to receive Chrift,

as he is there fet forth, and to wait for the wit-

nefs of the Spirit in the application of Chrift,

when and in what manner he fliall think pro-

per to give it you. And fuppofe your belief of

his word of promife, your faith of reliance, may
be very weak, yet however bring it into a£t.

Let it operate. Lean upon Jefus Chrift, as vi^ell

as you are enabled, and you will certainly go

on lamely perhaps at firft, but however halt on,

and believe that he pities you, and lay the care

of bringing you fafely through upon him. Don't

lie complaining and arguing, but believe his

word, and a£t faith upon the word of promife,

and the Lord fliall be with you. And the weaker

you find yourfelf, you have the more need to

rely upon Chrift. Look more at him, and lefs

at yourfelf, and wait humbly upon him, and you

will not Jong want his promifed comfort. He
will give you joy and peace in believing, and

R 2 fliew
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{hew jou that you are in the happy number of

the redeemed of the Lord, to whom I make mv
third and laft remark.

My chriftian brethren, you have experienced

the truth of the doftrine in the text, and vou

know the happinefs of leaning with faith upon

Chrift, You are enabled to truft the whole of

your falvation on him. In all your duties you

lean upon him. You hear, and read the word,

and pray, and give alms, and attend at the

Lord's table, not to make yourfelves righteous

in the fight of God. This is not your motive.

You know that he who made your perfons righ-

teous, muft alfo make your duties acceptable.

He, that juftified you, is the fame alfo that muft

fan£l:ify you. Nothing can make you holy, but

his good Spirit. To this you truft. And as he

has promifed that his grace fliall at all times be

fufficient for you, you can therefore lean upon

Jefus in the worft of times, and the foreft trials.

The more you are afflifted, the more do you rel}'

upon him, and cleave the clofer to him, and

therefore the ftronger you grow. Sicknefs can-

not weaken your hold j death itfelf cannot break

it off: " for when I walk through the valley of

" the fhadow of death, fays the Pfalmift, then

" thou art my fupport, then thy rod and thy

" ftaff comfort mc :" leaning upon thee I neither

fear death, nor him that hath the power of

death.

The
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The text thus explained and applied, teaches

us one of the moft ufeful leflbns for the conduct

of life. All men are feeking happinefs, but few

^iiid it ; becaufe they feek it Avherc it is not. It

has been a general enquiry among thinking men,

how they might be able to bear up under afflic-

tions, how they might keep the mind eafy, when

the body was in pain and ficknefs, and how they

might be happy in all circumftances ; but upon

the principles of moral philofophy they could

never fortify the mind againft the evils of life.

Various remedies were propofed, but they all

failed, when they were brought to the trial.

But the great fecret is revealed in my text. If

you would be always happy, lean upon Chrift

;

take off all trufi: and confidence from every other

obje£l, and place them upon Chrift. It is a com-

mand, " Caft all your care upon him," he will

bear it for you ; but in order to do this, you muft

know by faith that " he careth for you"—for

how can you truft yourfelf and all your atfairs

in his hands, unlcfs you have fomc evidence of

his love to you ? But when you receive faith from

the gift, and from the operation of God, and

thereby know your intereft in the promifes made
through Chrift, and, as our church expreffes it,

are aflured of the favour and goodnefs of God
towards you, then you can lean upon him for his

promifed help. And this faith can carry you

$ fafely
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fafely through all troubles and temptations, be

they ever fo great, becaufe it is almighty. Faith

does not attack them in the ftrength of nature,

but in the omnipotence of grace. It relies upon

the promife of God, and believes that it fhall be

done according to his word. When faith can

thus plead the promifes and lean upon Chrift for

the fplfilling them, it will certainly receive what

ever is promifed—power to fubdue fin—power

to live unto God—grace fufficient to refill tempta-»

tions—comfort under affliftions—ftrength in the

inner man when the body is in pain and ficknefs

—and victory over the laft eneniy, death :
" for

*' all things are poOible to him that believeth."

Here then is the infallible fcripture remedy for

the evils of life. May the Lord God difpofe all

your hearts to take it. If you would be fafe and

happy, lean upon Chrift. But if there be any of

you, my brethren, who are ftill deternihied to

lean upon fome other thing for happinefs, be afr

fured it will deceive you in the end. You may

feem to go on fmoothly and merrily for a while,

but there is a day coming, when you will fee the

falfenefs of your confidence. In the day of fick-

nefs, in the day of death, and much more in the

great day of judgment, you will have nothing to

fupport you, unlefs you lean upon Jefus Chrift.

Pe perfuaded then in time to put your whole

truft and confidence in him. If you fee your

want
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want of a Saviour, go to him, and he will fupply

all your wants. Afk and feek the precious gift

of faith, until you are able to turn your backs

upon all worldly happincfs, and to come up from

the wildernefs leaning upon your beloved Jefus.

And whenever the grace of God brings you into

this happy ftate, you will then go on in your

chriflian courfe fv/eetly and cheerfully. You
will find the prefence of your God with you

every flop, and being mightily ftrengthened with

his Spirit in the inner man, the work of falvation

will profper in your fouls. Oh that we may be

all ftrong in the Lord, and in the power of his

might to travel on in his ftrength. May every

one of you, who has come up from the wilder-

nefs of the world to the houfe of the Lord this

day, be enabled to lean and rely upon Chrift for

his promifed help, and may receive out of his

fulnefs grace for grace. If you have never yet

been united to him by faving faith, God grant

his good Spirit may blefs this difcourfe, and

make it the means of uniting you to Jefus Chrift.

And if you be now united. Oh may you find the

bond of union growing flronger and ftronger

every day, until death perfcft it, and eternity

continue it in endlefs blifs and glory. We look

up unto thee, O mod gracious God, for thefe

blelTings, and we alk them in that excellent form

of prayer which our church has taught us to

ufe
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ufe this day. Enable us to pray in faith, while

we fay,

" O Lord, we befecch thee to keep thy church

" and houfliold continually in thy true religion,

" that they who do lean only upon the hope of

" thy heavenly grace, may ever more be de-

fended by thy mighty power, through Jefus

" Chrift our Lord. Amen." Fifth Sunday after

Epiphany.
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SERMON XI.

CHAP. viii. VER. 6, 7.

Sei me as a feal upon thme heart, as a fcal upon thine

arm : for love is Jirong as death, jealoufy is cruel as

the grave, the coals thereof are coals offire, which

hath a moft vehementflame. Many waters cannot

quench love, neither can the floods drotvn it : if a

man would give all the fiibftance of his houTe for

love, it would utterly be contemned.

This fong of loves, which treats of the pure

and fpiritual affeflion between Chrirt and the

behever, is very little underftood. Worldly and

fenfual men read it with worldly and fenfual

tempers, and therefore find nothing divine in it.

It is to fuch perfons of all fcripture the moft ex-

ceptionable : and no wonder. St. Paul gives us

the reafon, " The natural man, fays he, dif-

" cerncth not the things of the Spirit of God,
" neither can he know them, becaufe they are

" fpiritually difcerned:" for want of this fpiri-

tual difcernment, he cannot fee the things of

the Spirit of God treated of in this divine fong.

But it is neverthelefs a fine painting, although

thefe blind men cannot judge of it. The fub-

jc£l is the union of Chrift with the believer.

He
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He that is not a believer does not know what it

is to be united to Chrift; and therefore he is as

incapable of judging of this poem as a blind

man is of the expreffion of a beautiful picture.

But he that has the love of Chrift in his heart,

who is one with Chrift, and Chrift with him, he

knows what the believer means, when, fpeaking

to Chrift in the text, he fays, " Set me as a feal

" upon thine heart, as a feal upon thine arm

:

" for love is ftrong as death, jealoufy is cruel as

" the grave, the coals thereof are coals of fire,

" which hath a moft vehement flame. Many
" waters cannot quench love, neither can the

" floods drown it : if a man would give all the

" fubftance of his houfe for love, it would utterly

" be contemned." This is the believer's prayer.

He has tafted of the loving kindnefs of his Lord.

The Holy Ghoft had flied abroad the love of

Chrift in his heart, and he could truly fay, " I

" love him, becaufe he firft loved me." He
was happy in the enjoyment of his Lord's love ^

but he wanted more, as every one does v. ho has

tafted of it. He hungered and thirfted for more

full experience of it, and earneftly prayed to be

rooted and grounded in love, that he might be

able to comprehend what is the breadth, and

length, and depth, and height, and to know the

love of Chrift that paflxjth knowledge. The be-

liever knew it was his intereft to ftudy this love,

and to try to take fome dimenfions of it, although

it
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it furpafs all human underftanding, yea the un-

derftanding of all faints, of angels and glorified

fpirits, to comprehend it fully ; but the more he

did comprehend, the happier he found himfelf.

When he confidered the wonders of Chrift's love

in his humiliation, in his life, in his fufFerings, in

his death, in his refurre£lion and afcenfion, and

in the glories of his mediatorial kingdom, he

found particular fweetnefs in this-confideration,

that he had an intereft in all the good offices of

this love. He knew, that whatever it did for

finners was done for him. And would not this

greatly recommend the ftudy of Chrift's love

above all other ftudies: for how exceedingly de-

lightful muft it be to trace out the fteps of his

love, fince every new difcovery is a frefh addi-

tion to the believer's happinefs ? Upon this ex-

perimental plan the fpeaker in the text confi-

dered the fubjeft. He prays for a more full and

perfect enjoyment of Chrift's love, and urges his

petition by feveral motives taken from what

Chrift did and fuffered for fiiincrs. He takes a

view of the triumphs of his love in the greatnefs

of his a£lions and fuff'erings, and then by them

pleads with him for a more abundant meafure of

love. May the divine Spirit enable every one of

you to put up the fame prayer. May he flied

abroad in your hearts that love, which will make

your confidcration of this fcripture ufeful and

profitable.
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profitable. Under his guidance then kt us en-

quire,

Fil ft, Into the fenfe and meaning of the words,

and

Secondly, Into the practical ufe we can make

of them.

This divine fong is drawn up in the manner of

a dialogue. The fpeakers are Chrift and the

church. The church is every faithful foul, which

is united to Chrift as the members are to the

body, or the branches to the vine. When fome

men hear the word church, they are apt to ap-

ply it to national or congregational affemblies ;

but the fcripture applies it to believers, and to

them only, allowing none to be true members,

not even of any chriftian communion, unlefs they

be members of Chrift's myftical body.—And our

reformers in the 19th article give us this defini-

tion of the vifible church—" It is a congregation

" of faithful men, in which the pure -word of

" God and the facraments be duly adminif-

" tered." One of thefe faithful men (for of

numbers of them the church is compofed) is

here expreffing the fervent prayer of his heart,

to have more full experience of Chrift's love.

He had no doubt of the favour and goodnefs of

God towards him in Chrift. He had received

many clear proofs of it. He had the fcripture

marks and e\'idences in his own foul of Chrift's

being his b.ioved and his friend ; and he was

happy
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happy In knowing this. The fenfe of Chrift's

love to him had enabled him to love Chrift in

return, and therefore he was led to pray for the

continuance, and for the increafe of Chrift's

love—" Set me as a feal upon thine heart ;" and

convey to me under thy feal all the graces and

bleffings which thy love has to give : for the

foundation of God ftandeth fure, having this

feal. The Lord knoweth them that are his ; he

knoweth them that have his feal upon them,

O feal me then for thine. When a man fets his

hand and feal to a will or to a deed of gift, it is

as if he fliould declare. This is my laft will and

teftament, this is my aft and deed. So v^'hen

Chrift fets the believer as a feal upon his heart,

it is as if he fhould declare—I feal this perfoa

for mine, and give unto him freely all the bene-

fits of the new teftament in my blood, and this

is properly attefted by my word and by my Spirit.

The word is the outward witnefs, the Spirit ap-

plying the word is the inward witnefs. The
fcripture very clearly affigns to him the office of

fealing believers, as Eph. i. 13. " After that ye

" believed in Chrift, ye were fealed with the

" Holy Spirit of promife and chap. iv. 30.

" Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
" ye are fealed unto the day of redemption."

Chrift redeemed both our real and perfonal eftate,

but we are not in poffeffion of cither, until it be

conveyed to us under the feal of the Holy Spirit.

Chrift's
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Chrift's redemption without the Holy Spirit's ap-

plication, is like a deed without a feal, which

you know can legally convey nothing. It is the

figning and fealing thai makes it good in law.

And when the Holy Spirit feals the believer, then

he receives the earneft of his inheritance. The

believer in the text had this earneft in hiriifelf,

and therefore he prayed fervently for a greater

meafureof Chrift's love; and he prayed the more

fervently, as well from the lively remembrance

he had of his former mifery, while he was with-

out Chrift in the world, as from the pleafing

fenfe of his prefent happinefs. All the time his

heart had been fet upon the world, he remem-

bered in what a vain fliadow he had been walk-

ing, and how he had difquieted himfelf in vain.

From whatever he fought happinefs, he was dif-

appointed ; and therefore convinced of the emp-

tinefs of every creature-comfort, and of the fmful-

nefs of refling in them—having found the beft of

them unable to fill the defires of his foul, he had

turned from tjie creature to God: God had

every thing to give that could make him com-

pletely happy, and God the Saviour was willing

to give it. As his power is, fo is his love ; they

are alike infinite. The fpeaker in the text had

happy experience of Chrift's love, and did not

doubt of his power to fave With a grateful

fenfe of what Chrift had already done, he prayed

that the Holy Spirit would make him increafe

2 and
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and abound in love. My brethren, is this your

pravcr ? Do you know fo much of his love to

you, as to pray for more love to him ? If you

are not feeking happinefs in his love, in what

have you been feeking it all your life, or in what

are you now feeking it ? Out of Chrift you

could feek it in nothing but in the fmful love of

the creature. And now alk yourfelves what you

have found ^ If you deal honeftly with your

fouls, you muft confefs that you have met with

continual difappointments. And why then will

you not be wife from experience Are you

tired and weary of the dull round of worldly

joys ? Then pray the Holy Spirit to turn your

affeftions from thefe deluding objefts to the

Lord Jefus, and when your hearts are fet upon

him, he will then make you perfectly, eternally

blelTed. BlefTcdnefs is his to give. The world

has it not. Oh turn then from it to our loving

God, and beg you may know fo much of his

love, as to be able to pray with the believer

in the text that Chrift would " fet you as a

" feal upon his heart," and let you know your

intercft in his love. When you are fealed for

his, and find his affeftions are placed upon you,

then you will have the comfortable enjoyment

of his prefent graces, and fare and certain hops

of your inheriting the promifcs of eternal life:

for then he will alfo " fet you as a feal upon his

" arm." His arm is his power. The hand is

the
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the a£live part of the body, by which the ftrength

of it is exerted. We labour and work with our

hands ; and when the fcripture fpeaks of the

arm of the Lord, it means his a6tive power,

which the faithful foul here defires may be exer-

cifed continually for its falvation. To be as a

feal upon his heart would be of no ufe, without

the feal upon his arm. His love would not be a

blefling, unlefs it was an aftive, operative love.

But it is therefore defirable to partake of Chrift's

love, becaufe it will always awake the arm of

the Lord, and will bring falvation. His love

and his power are never feparated ; his heart

and his arm a6l together, and therefore the be-

lieving foul does not put them afunder, but prays

in the text, that the beloved Saviour would give

her experience of both—" O fet me as a feal

" upon thy heart, that whatever thy love dif-

" pofes thee to do for fmners, I may fliare and

*' partake in it—Oh fet me alfo as a feal upon
" thine arm, let me alfo, bleffed Jefus, be en-

" graven upon the palms of thy hands, that in

" all thy works thou mayeft remember me with

" mercy. Let thy love engage thy power to

" make all things work together for my good."

Thefe are the defires of the faithful in the text j

and they are the fervent defues of every true be-

liever. And if there be any of you, who are not

convinced that thefe are the breathings of true

faith, then you are ignorant of the nature of

tie
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the nature of Chrift's love. You know it not,

bccaufe you have had no experience of it. If

you had ever found your want of his love, and

had ever tafted of it, you would bear your tefti-

mony to the truth of the following dcfeription,

viz. " That his love is ftrong as death, the ardor

" of it is harder than the grave, the coals thereof

" are coals of fire, which hath a mofi: vehement

" flame, burning with fuch an inextinguifhable

" afTeftion, that many waters could not quench

" it, neither could the floods drown it, and of

" fo ineftimable a price, that if a man ftiould

" think of buying it, or of meriting it, and

" would give all the fubllance of his houfe for

" it, it would utterly be defpifed." Thefe are

the excellencies of Chrift's love, for which the

faithful foul fo earneftly defired farther expe-

rience of it, and for which you will defire it with

the fame earneftnefs, as foon as you arc made

fenfible of your wants. When you find the mi-

fery of fin, and the wretched flavery of ferving

fatan, and the world, and the flefli, who have

no wages to give you but death, then you will

wifli your fouls under the proteQion of that love,

which is " ftrong as death." The love of Chrift

was ftronger than death: for he conquered death,

and took out its fting. And the fting of death

will be taken out of your confcience, when it is

fprinklcd with his atoning blood. His love

brought him down from heaven, and he took a

Vol. V. S body
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body of flefh, in which he might obey, and fuffer,

and die. Accordingly he became obedient,

obedient unto death, even the death of the

crofs. He died the painful, ignominious, and

accurfed death of the crofs. Greater love hath

no man than this, that a man lay down his life

for his friend; but how far does the love of Jcfus

exceed this inftance ? he laid down his life, not

for friends but for finners, for enemies, the bit-

tereft enemies, who perfecuted him even unto

death—He died for his perfecutors. Greater

love than this there cannot be : for as he died to

fave his enemies from death, fo he role again,

that they might rife to a newnefs of life, whereby

he fhewed " his love to be ftronger than the

" grave." Our tranflation reads, jealoufy is cruel

as the grave—The word rendered jealoufy, de-

notes the ardor and intenfenefs of Chrifl's love,

not what he thought of the love of others to

him, but the nature of his love to them, the

great degree, the flaming ardor and intenfenefs

of it, which made him fubmit not only to death,

but alfo to go down to the grave. In the prifoa

of the grave the bodies of all the dead were ftiut

up. ' The prifon was fecured with bars and gates,

and guarded by him that had the power of

death, and he had fuffered not one prifoner for

four thoufand years to efcape. To this prifon

the Lord Jefus went down, and he was detained

in it for three days : but it was not poflible that

he
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he fliould be holden any longer. On the third

day he broke through the gate of death, and

demonftrated that his love was ftronger than the

grave. And when he is defcribing his victory

to the beloved apoflle, he reprefents it under a

very beautiful image. " I am he that liveth,

" fays he, and was dead, and behold I am alive

" for ever more, Amen, and have the keys of

" hell and of death." My brethren, are any of

you afraid to die ? Has death ftill a fting, and

the grave viftory over you ? If they have, did

you ever confider what was the reafon ? Is it

not becaufe you either do not believe that Chrift

has the keys of death and the grave in his hands,

or elfe you have no certainty that he will ufe

them for your intereft ? You have no know-

ledge of Chrift's love to you. The Holy Ghoft

never (hed it abroad in your heart, perhaps you

never defired it, and therefore you are ignorant

of his having died and rifen from the grave for

your falvation. If you knew your intereft in his

death, and had experienced the power of his

refurreftion, you would no longer fear death and

the grave : for then faith would enable you to

triumph over both. You would have nothing

to fear, but every thing blefled to hope for from

them, after you knew that Chrift had fet you as

a feal upon his heart, and as a feal upon his

arm: for then death and the grave, inftead of

feparating you from the love of God which is ia

S z Chrift
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Chrift Jefus our Lord, would bring you to the

more full and eternal enjoyment of if.

My brethren, if you have not this love, do you

defire it ? Can you pray for it ? If the Holy

Spirit has difcovered to you your want of it, and

has put you upon afking, aflc, and he will grant

you your heart's dcfire. You fliall know Cnrin:,

and the power of his refurreQion, know him to

be your Saviour and your God. And this expe-

rience of his love to you, will open to your un-

devftanding the next words in the defcription,

viz. that the ardor of Chrift's love is like coals of

fire burning clear and bright with a moft vehe-

ment flame, " fuch as many waters could not

" quench." Thefe many waters are the many,

troubles he met with, and they were fo many,

that they would have quenched any love but his.

He went through a fea of troubles from the

manger to the crofs, but his love burnt all the

time with fuch a vehement flame, that the many

waters he waded through could not quench it.

Herod perfeciited him w^hile a child, and force^

him to flee his country, but his love to his ene-

mies brought him back. His very humiliation,

until he entered on his public miniftry, was a

great trial. As God he was the higheft in hea-

ven, as man he was one of the lowcft on earth

—

That was confequently the higheft love which

jtooped the loweft to fave flnners. You may

read in the gofnels the hiftory of the many trou-

bles
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bles he went through. His public Jife was one

continued fcene of oppofition. Trouble came,

like wave after wave, raging and lifting up their

heads on high, but the ardor of his love mounted

and flamed above them all. You know that

nothing cools love fo much as meeting with

hatred ; he was hated? even for doing good, and

yet he loved his enemies. They poured cold

water upon his love, by railing at his doftrine,

blafpheming his perfon, blafpheming his mira-

cles, but his love, being of an uncommon nature,

burnt the brighter. He went on doing good to

his revilers and his blafphemers. And though the

rulers and nation of the Jews, a few poor people

excepted, would not receive him for the pro-

mised Melliah, yet thefe many waters could not

quench his love. It burnt with a pure flame,

which neither the irigratitude nor the vile treat-

ment of mankind could in the leafl damp, or

abate. And we need not wonder that many wa-

ters could not quench, " for the floods could

" not drown the love ofChrift." It ftiil kept its

ardor, when the overflowing flood broke over his

head. When the floods of ungodly men rofe up

againft him, and tried his love with every pain

and reproach, which is diftrefling to human na-

ture, they only ferved to make his love thine out

the purer and brighter. In his lafl fufferings,

thefe floods tried to drown his love, but it

mounted up triumphant above all. In the gar-
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den, on the eve of the paflion, he had a profpecl

of what he was to undergo, and as there was no

other way for man to be faved, but for him to

drink the bitter cup, he therefore refolved to

take it, and to drink it up to the very dregs-

No fooner had he fpoken the words, " Father,

^' thy will be dpne," but the cup was inftantly

put into his hands. He is apprehended, and all

his difciples forfake him. Not one, not Peter

himfelf, durft own him. As a malefactor he is

brought before the high-prieft, accufed for fay-

ing he was the Son of God, fliamefuUy intreated

and fpit upon, blindfolded by way of infult on

his prophetical office, and ftruck upon the face,

led to Pilate, tried and acquitted, and yet whipt

and fcourged, crowned with thorns by way of

infult on his regal office, and the thorns driven

into his head by the barbarous foldiers until the

blood ran down his temples, and then innocent,

find pronounced fo by his judge, neverthelefs gi-

ven up to the rage of his people—to the floods

of ungodly men that went about to devour him.

They thirfted for his blood, and flied it as if it had

been water. Having gotten him into their

power, they led him out, marking the way as he

went with his blood, and having reached mount

Calvary, there they prepare their inftruments of

death. They drive the nails through his hands

and tect, faftening his body to the crofs, and

then lifting up the crofs, they ftand by to infult

and
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and blafpheme him. O love divine, how trium-

phantly didft thou rife above all thefe floods of

oppofition, when that fweet prayer came out of

thy dying mouth, " Father, forgive them, for

" they know not what they do." But he had

another flood of oppofition to withftand, infi-

nitely more dreadful than the former ; he had

the wrath and juftice of his Father to fuftain,

who finding all our fins upon him, took full fatif-

faftion, even to the uttermofl: farthing. His

Father had before declared by a voice from hea-

ven, " This is my beloved Son in whom I am
" well pleafed :" but now his jultice draws the

fword in wrath upon his beloved Son. Whence
was this ? What ! is there any variablenefs or

fliadow of turning in God ? No. He was ftiU

th belove d Son of the Father, but he was made
fm for us who knew no fin: he was wounded for

our tranfgreflions, and was bruifed for our ini-

quities ; he bore our griefs and carried our for-

rows, from the time he fweat as it were great

drops of blood in the .garden, until he expired

xipon the crofs. And what he endured while
that fcripture was fulfilling, " Awake, O fword,
" againft my fliepherd, and againft the man that

" is my fellow, faith the Lord," and juftice was
tnking full and perfed fatisfaaion for fin upon
him, no tongue can tell, no imagination can
conceive. He fays himfelf, " All thy waves ai'id

" fiorms are gone over me." They broke upon

his
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his head, and with fo much fury, that he com-
plains in the 88th Pfahn, vcr. 7. "Thine indig-

" nation liclh hard upon me, and thou haft

" vexed me with all thy ftorms." When all the

^vaves and ftorrns of the Father's wrath, which

ihould have fallen upon us, vexed him, he might

well fay, " Was there ever forrow like unto my
" forrow, wherewith the Lord hath affliaed

me in the day of his fierce anger r" There ne-

ver was any forrow like that, w hich occafioned

this lamentation, " My God, my God, why haft

" thou forfaken me ?" All the powers in hea-

ven and earth heard this cry, and were affe£ted

with it—the fun hid his face—there was darknefs

over the whole earth—the rocks were rent—the

graves opened—the dead arofc—the veil of the

temple was rent from the top to the bottom.

What the bleeding Lamb of God fuffercd at this

time furpalTcth human undcrftanding. But how-

ever, in this day of the Lord's fierce anger, the

floods of divine wrath did not drown our Lord's

love. He bore up under all, until love heard

the happy words—" It is finiflied," and then he

bowed his head, and gave up the ghoft. But

his love did not die. No. It gained the greateft

victory in death. We read of Samfon, that the

dead, whom he flew at his death, v^'ere more

than thofe whom he flew in his life—which was

a type and figure of the great victory, which

Cjiriit obtained by his death ; for he then van-

quiflud
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quiflied all the enemies of our peace. His love

was ftronger than death : bccaufc through death

he overcame death, and him that had the povi er

of death. It was ftronger than the grave, for

he redeemed his own body before it had feen

corruption. And he arofc from the grave as

the firft fruits of the dead, and behold he has iu

his hands the keys of hell'and of death, fo that

neither death nor hell fliall have any power over

them that believe in him. And being rifen from

the dead, and afcended into heaven, he is feated

upon the throne of glory, and he neither wants

love nor j^ower to beftow upon them that believe

in him, every grace, and every bleffing which can

make them happy in time and in eternity.

Surely then, the love of Chrift is beyond all

value. What price can you fet upon it ? Might

not the faithful with good rcafon fay of it in the

text, " If a man would give all the fubftance of

" his houfc for this love, it would utterly be

" defpifcd," for it is a free love, it cannot be

bought. It is inefiimable, and the riches of it

are unfearchable. With what can you think of

purchafing it ? With the fubftance of a man's

houfe ? Why, it is one of the free gifts of this

love, and can you then think of meriting or buy-

ing it with its ovvn gifts ? This love created all

things that are in heaven and tliat are in cartli,

fo that you have nothing to oiler it but what is

already its own: And if you arc one of the

Lord's
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Lord's people, it redeemed you from the bondage

of fin and fatan, of death and the grave, and

you have only to receive its blcffings, and to be

thankful : for you yourfelf, and all that you have,

are not your own. You are bought with a

price. And what can you offer the Lord, but

what is already his own ? His by right of creation,

by right of redemption doubly his. And muft

he not then utterly defpife both you and your

gifts, if you think that the fubftance of your

houfe is to be compared with his love ? He will

defpife you, and you will feel his refentment

through the ages of eternity, if you difparage

his love fo much, as to think that any thing in the

world, yea the whole world itfelf, ought to be

put in competition with his love. They who

have tailed of it, know it to be invaluable. The

leaft experience of it is worth thoufands of

worlds. And Oh that he who has it to give

may now flied it abroad in all your hearts, that

you may feel the happinefs of it. May this be

the defire of every foul here prefent~Set me, Lord

Jefus, as a feal upon thine heart, fet me as a feal

upon thine arm, for thy love to finners is ftrong

as death, the ardor of it is mightier than the

grave—it burnt like bright coals of fire, which

hath a moft vehement flame, many waters could

not quench thy love, nor could the floods drown

it. If a man would give all the fubftance of his

houfe to purchafe thy love, he and his gifts would

bo utterly dcfpifed.

My
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My brethren, can you make ufe of this prayer ?

Are thefe the pious breathings of your fouls ?

You have heard from the fenfe of the words,

that thefe were the pious breathings of the

faithful under the Old Teftament, and they mufi:

be yours under the New, if you would expe^

rience the comforts of the do£lrince in the text,

and to ftir you up to feek them is the fubjeft oi

myfecond general head: under which I fliallmake

Jwo or three fliort practical inferences.

The firft relates to the manner, in which the

words are drawn up. They are in- the form of

a prayer, founded upon paft experience of Chrift's

love, and earneftly defiring a larger fliare of it.

And is this your heart's defire ? Can you willingly

and heartily pray to have the love of other ob-

jefts (hut out of your hearts, and to find your

happinefs in the love of Chrift, and in being

fealed for his ? If you can pray thus, may you

daily find more reafon to love Jefus Chrift. But

if you cannot, is it not expedient that you fhould

confidcr what is the reafon ? For has not Jefus

Chrift every perfeftion in himfelf, and every

grace and blefling to give, which ought to draw

the aftcftions of miferable finners unto himfelf?

And yet you have no love for him. What is the

caufe, which makes you aft fo directly againft

your own intereft ? Is it not an unlawful attach-

ment to the world, or to fome object in it, which

you fet up againft Chrift? You prefer it to him.

You
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You think it can make you happier than he can,

and fo you give up your hearts to its fervice.

Herein you are guilty of a monftrous abfurdity ?

becaufe you prefer creature-comforts to God ;

and you are guilty of monftrous wickednefs,

becaufe you leave God to idolize the creature.

And though after daily experience you find, that

the creature cannot make you happy, yet ftill

you idolize it. What prodigious power muft

lin have over a man, how entirely muft it have

blinded his underftanding, when it can make

him a£t againft the cleareft evidence, even of his

own fenfes ? for upon whatever obje£l you place

your hearts, in preference, or in oppofition to

Chrift, it cannot make you happy : for this plain

reafon, becaufe you fin in giving that love to it,

which is due to him. " My fon, fays he, give

" ME thy heart." I will make thee happy by

taking guilt out of thy confcience, by pardoning

thee freely, and fliedding the love of God abroad

in thy heart. Until this be done, no creature can

make you happy. While fin is unpardoned,

•wh'le guilt is in the confcience, and while the

broken law condemns, what can money, what

can pleafure, what can honour give of happinefs ?

They may for a time footh the uneafinefs of the

mind, but they cannot remove it. Nothing

can remove it, but Jefus Chrift. He has perfe6l

peace to give. And if ever you obtain it, you

muft receive it from his free love and bounty.

My
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My brethren, do you give your aflfent to thcfc

truths ? How do they appear to you ? Do they

not carry conviction along with them ? Certainly

they do, unlefs men be entirely blinded with fin.

If they have convinced you, and you begin to

defire to know the love of Chrift, then turn from

fecking happinefs in creature-comforts, where it

cannot be found, and feek it in Jefus Chrift, and

you will find in him true folid blifs, when he fets

you as a feal upon his heart, and as a feal upon

his arm. But if you have not been convinced

from what has been faid, then turn to the world,

and get its feal upon your hearts. If the world

can make you happier than God can, idolize it.

Serve it, as too many do, with every faculty of

foul and body, and pay it that obedience which

is due to God only. But did you ever confider,

who is the god of this world, that ruleth in the

children of difobedience ? Is it not t1iat old

fcrpent, called the devil and fatan, who deceiveth

the whole world ? And what ! would you be

found, when you come to die, with the devil's

feal upon you ? Do you now deliberately choofe

to be marked for his, and to have your portion

with him in the lake that burneth with fire and

brimftone for ever and ever ? If there be any of

you thus far deluded and infatuated, let me
entreat you to read tl^e 9th chapter of Ezckiei.

You will there find a lively image of your prc-

£'nt flate ; I pray God to make it the means of
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(hewing your danger. The Lord gives a com*

mand to flay young and old, and to deftroy the

•whole city ; but firft one cloathed in linen goes

to fet a mark upon the Lord's people, and they

only were to be faved. You have not the Lord's

mark upon you, therefore in the day of his fierce

anger his eye will not fpare, neither will he have

pity. Whenever the deftroying angel is fent out,

he has no power to hurt the fervants of God,

who are fealed ; as you may read. Rev. vii.

Four angels had a commiffion to hurt the earth,

and the fea, but they were not to execute it until

the Lord's people were fealed, then they were

to deftroy and fpare not. Are not thefe awful

fcriptures ? Have not they made you fenfible of

your prefent danger ? May the Spirit of the

living God apply them. Oh may his grace now
begin to work upon your hearts ! Now may he

put it into your minds from a due fenfe of your

wants to feek a fupply from the love of Chrift,

that you may receive profit from what I have to

remark upon the fecond part of the text, viz. the

greatnefs of Chrift's love.

But of this you can form no judgment, unlefs

you have feen your guilt and your mifery, and

found how much you flood in need of his love.

Jt will appear great in proportion, as you find

your want of it, and greater as you experience

it. In itfelf it is divine and infinite. It partakes

of the nature of its author. It is, like him,

3 above
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above all bleffing and praife. If you try to

take the dimenfions of it, you will conclude

with the apoftle, that it furpafleth knowledge,

yea, the knowledge of angels as well as of men ;

the height, the depth, the length, the breadth of

it cannot be meafured by any created being. Oh
the height and depth of that love, which brought

our divine Lord from the higheft heavens to the

loweft humiliation. Oh the length of that love

which reaches as far as the eaft is from the weft,

for fo far hath he fet our fins from us. Oh the

breadth of it, which includes a great multitude,

hat no man could number, of all nations, and

kindreds, and people, and tongues. But al-

though Chrift's love be thus unfpeakably great,

and inconceivably divine, yet until you feel the

mifery of fin, you will not think of applying to

Chrift for his love. But when guilt torments,

death terrifies, the grave and hell appear to you

in all their horrors, then you will think it a

bleffing indeed, if you could have that love in

your hearts, which is able to caft out thefe fears.

And the knowledge of Chrift's love to you

cafteth out all fear : for his love has conquered

all your enemies, and is now almighty to con-

quer them in you. For fin he has made aa

atonement, death he has fubdued, and him that

had the power of death, he is rifen from the

grave as the firft fruits of the dead, and has

opened the gate of everlafting life, O befeech .

hiia
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him then to let you fliare in that love, which

was ftronger than death, mightier than the grave ;

whereby all his conquefls fhall be yours. When
you are united to him in the bonds of love, he

will make you more than conqueror. He will

make your love triumphant like his. He will

fo ftrengthen it, that many waters fhall not be

able to quench it, neither fhall the floods be able

to drown it. Neither diflrefs nor perfecution,

neither life nor death, neither the pleafures of

the world, nor the temptations of the devil, fliall

be able to feparate you from the love of Chrifl

Jefus your Lord.

If you fee your want of this love, feek and

you fhall find it. The promife is
—" They that

" feek me early fliall find me." And if any of

you have been feeking and have not found, you

may conclude, that you have been feeking wrong

—and have not followed the laft part of the

text, viz. feeking it as a free gift, which with all

your endeavours and pains you cannot merit

:

for fuch is the free and ineflimable love of Chrift,

that if a man would give all the fubflance of his

houfe for this love it would utterly be dcfpifed.

If you had millions of worlds to give, they

vfould be counted as nothing. He 'would

rejeft you and your worthlefs bribes—As one

faid upon a like occafion, " Thy money perilh

" with thee, becaufe thou haft thought, that

the free gift of God was to be purchafcd

" with money." Not only all that thou hair.

I but
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Li'.t alfo all that thou canft defire, is not to be

compared with the love of Chrift. Whatever

can make the (inner happy in time, whatever can

make him bleffed in eternity, Chrift's love is able

to beftow, and does beftow upon thofe, who find

their want of it, and wlio come humbled under

a fenfe of their wants, to afic it as a matter of

free grace and bounty. It is to the glory of his

love, that he bcftows upon the unworthy. And
if his good Spirit has enabled you to fee your

want of it, and you can alk it as an unworthy

fmner, you will receive it. This is your only qua-

lification, to acknowledge that you do not deferve

it. Go to the throne of his grace with this hum-

ble temper, hungering and thirfting after righte-

oufnefs, and the Lord Jefus will fond you away

filled with good things.

It is evident then from what has been faid, that

there is perfect happinefs to be found in the love

of our redeeming God. All that call themfelves

chriftians protefs their belief of this truth, but

the generality of them aft in direft oppofition to

their belief, and are feeking happinefs where

God has decreed it fliall not be found. They
try to find it in the world, but are difappointed,

and after many difappointments they will not

give over the fearch. Their great love for the

world will not fuffer them to turn their backs

upon it, although it has deceived them fo often,

i'hey are quite enamoured with its fancied

Vol. V, T goods.
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goods, and place their whole hearts and affec-

tions upon its money, its pleafures, and its

honours : thefe they purfue eagerly, and perhaps

attain them ; they have their heart's defire, and

yet they are unhappy. What is the reafon ?

Becaufe thefe things cannot fatisfy the wants of

a finful foul. Sin feparated the foul from God ;

not only fet them at a diftance from each other,

but alfo occafioned enmity between them. The

law and juftice of God are of purer eyes than

to behold the leaft fm, and therefore he revealed

his wrath from heaven againft all unrighteoufnefs

and ungodlinefs of men. And until his law and

juftice receive full fatisfaftion, God the Father

will not appear reconciled, nor pardon the fm-

ner, who cannot return to God with any love or

confidence, and find happinefs in him, until he

believe that God is reconciled, and has pardoned

him. Now Jefus Chrift is the only Saviour who
has pardon of fin to give. His good Spirit can

give the finner the knowledge of the pardon of

fm, and flied abroad in his heart all the comforts

of God's pardoning love. Then he will know

the truth of the defcription in the text. Chrift's

love will appear to him as it is there defcribed.

He will be able to take up the words, and to ufe

them with the fame fpirit, with which they were

fpoken in the Song : for he is happy in the love

of Chrift, and can truly fay, " I love him, be-

" caufe he firft loved me, and gave himfelf for

" me.''

Since
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Since thefe things are fo, furely, my beloved

brethren, you will not go away refolved, ftill to

feek happinefs in the love of creature-comforts.

You cannot fuppofe, that the world can make

you happier than its almighty Creator and Saviour

can. If you had it all in your pofTeflion, yet

there are times when it could be of no fervice.

What pleafure could it give you in ficknefs ?

How could it remove the torments of a guilty

confcience? How could it keep off death, or take

out its fting ? How could it bring you any com-

fort, if your poor foul fliould appear with all its

fins unpardoned at the judgment-feat of Chrift?

Alas, in thefe circumftances the world and the

things of it cannot give relief. You know they

cannot. And why then will you purfue them ?

Since there is no happinefs to be found in them,

and the more you purfue them, the farther will

they lead you from true happinefs. Oh, turn

from the world then, leave it, follow its vain

fliadows no longer, nor difquiet yourfelves in

vain. No man was ever happy in the love of

the world ; but every man is happier than the'

\Vorld can make him, who has only accepted

the invitation, " Oh come, tafte and fee how
" gracious, the Lord Jefus is but he that has

tafted, and feen, and is under the care and pro-

tetlion of Chrift's love, he is completely happy,

even in times of trial and trouble ; becaufe Chrift

is almighty to deliver ; and when he does not

T 2 deliver
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deliver from affli£i:ion, he is able to fanclify- it,

and to make it work together for good to them

that love him. And is not this an happy ftate ?

What fmner would not defire it, and what afflifted

perfon would not pray for it ? May he, who is

able to bring you into it, put it into all your

hearts to feek it. Oh that he may fend his good

Spirit, and give every one of you earned defires

to have this fcripture fulfilled in your own fouls.

May this be the language of every foul here

prefent—Set me, blelTed Saviour, as a feal upon

thine heart, and as a feal upon thine arm, let thy

love and thy power act together for my falvation

:

for thy love is mightier than death, and ftronger

than the grave. Oh that I might fliare in thefe

victories of thy love, the vehement ardor of which

many waters could not quench, neither could

the floods drown it. If a man would give all

the fubftance of his houfc to buy this love it would

utterly be contemned. I have nothing to pur-

chafe it with. Give it to me Lord, as a free

gift, and to the glory of the giver.

O dear Redeemer, fend us away with thefe

good defires in all our hearts, and cherifh them,

until we know that love of thine, which paffeth

knowledge, which exceeds all that can be faid

of it upon earth, and will exceed all that can be

faid of it in heaven. There will be no end of

fmging its praifes through eternity. Oh may it

be your joy and happinefs here in time to fing

with
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with grateful hearts the praifes of redeeming

love, until Jefus take you to himfelf, and put

more love into your hearts, and fill your mouths

with louder fongs of praife to Father, Son, and

Holy Spirit, the adorable Trinity in Unity, to

whom may we all afcribe equal honour and

glory, majefly and dominion, now, henceforth,

and for evermore. Amen and Amen.
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SERMON XII.

CHAP. viii. VER. 14.

Make hqfle, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe,

or to a yomig hart upon the mountains of fpices.

The church makes this her laft requeft. She

defires her beloved to haften his coming, which

under the Old Teftament difpenfation referred

to his coming in the flefli, as under the New, it

refers to his fecond coming. But the church of

God, both in the Old Teftament and the New,

expected another coming of Chrift, viz. his

coming in grace. The believers knew that he

was to come, and to abide with them, and not

as a fojourner, but as an inhabitant, to dwell in

their hearts by faith. This was promifed them,

and this they have always experienced. The

Avords may with great propriety treat of thefe

three advents of our Lord. And I will en-

deavour

Firft, To explain them in their full fenfe, and

then

Secondly, To draw fome pra£lical o^fervafions

from them.

The words were fpoken before the coming of

Chrift in the flefti, and fuppofing they refer to it,

they
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tlicy imply great hafte and fpeed. The faithful

would have Chrift to haften his coming in the

fwiftefl: manner, whereby they exprefs the holy

impatience of their affe6tions, which could not

endure delay. They longed to fee the defire of

all nations incarnate. It was their continual wifli

and prayer, that they might fee the day of Chrift.

Therefore upon the conclufion of the Song, they

break off as it were abruptly, with this their lad

requeft, upon which their hearts were principally

fet, " make hafte, my beloved."

This was the continual prayer of believers

under the Old Teftament, which they made not

from any doubt of God's faithfulnefs and truth,

but from their earneft defires after the Saviour

of the world. They were fenfibly convinced of

their great want of him. They found fin in

themfelves—they read in the law of the punifli-

ment due to fin, which the law had threatened,

and juftice was bound to inflift, and they knew

that they could do nothing to make an atonement

to law and juftice, therefore they ardently prayed

for the coming of the promifed Lamb of God
who was to take away fin by the facrifice of

himfelf, and to anfwer all the demands of law

and juftice. The firft prophecy was fufficiently

clear to be a ground for their prayers. God had

declared, that the feed of the woman, one born

of a woman, fliould bruife the ferpent's head, in

which his poifon lay, and thereby deftroy the

power
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power which he had ufurped over mankind.

The types and ferviccs then inftituted, which

are in funn and fubftance the fame that were

afterwards recorded in the written law, tended

to explain the firft prophecy, and to keep it

continually in remembrance. They ferved as a

fchool-mafter to lead men to Chrift. From them

it was certain that the Saviour would come and

be made a facrifice for fin, but the precife time of

his coming was not made known in the firil ages

of the world. This gave men occafion to expect

him in every age, until the fixed time of his

coming was revealed. And accordingly we find

the patriarchs before, and the prophets under

the law, waiting with eager defires for his

coming : As our Lord affured his apoftles,'

Matt. xiii. 17. Verily I fay unto you, many
" prophets and righteous men have defired to

fee thcfe things which ye fee and have not

" fecn them, and to hear thefe things which ye

" hear and have not heard them." There were

many prophets and righteous men in the church

of God as well before the written law as fince,

who defired to fee God incarnate, and to hear the

gracious words that ftiould proceed out of his

mouth. Jacob was one of thefe prophets and

righteous men, and he exprefiTes all their defires

in his own—" I have waited for thy falvation,

O Lord." (Gen. xlix. 18.) And the prophet

lf.iiah, fpeaking in his own name, and in the

name
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name of the faithful, fays,—" In the way of thy

" judgments, O Lord, have we waited for thee:

" the defire of our foul is to thy name, and to

" the remembrance of thee." And there were

always in the church fome waiting for the pro-

mifed confolation of Ifrael, and efpecially at the

time of his appearing in the flefli, fuch as the

juft and devout Simeon, who when the holy

child Jefus was brought into the temple, took

him up in his arms, and bleffed God, and faid,

" Lord, now lettefl: thou thy fervant depart in

" peace, for mine eyes have feen thy falvation."

And this, my brethren, will be your happy cafe,

when your eyes fee the falvation of God. When
faith gives you a clear view of your intereft in the

falvation of Jefus Chrift, then whenever you die

you will depart in peace.

Thus the Old Teftament faints defired Chrift

to haften his coming in the flefli. They wanted

to behold his day. They longed to fee the great

niyllery of godlinefs opened and explained

—

God manifeft in the fleOi. In the fulnefs of time,

.iccording to their defires he came. He vifited

us in great humility, and in the form of a fervant,

but he thought it not robbery to be equal with

God : for he required the fame faith in himfelf

as in the Father, " Ye believe in God, believe

" alfo in me." John xiv. i. He commanded

the fame divine honour to be paid to him, " All

' men fliould honour the Son, even as they

" honour
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" honour the Father," (John v. 23.) for he is

Jehovah, the felf-exiftent God (John viii.,24.)

which whoever does not believe lhall die in his

fins. He fupported thefe high claims by appeal-

ing to his miracles, which were God's teftimony

to the truth of his words. Hear his own argu-

ment upon this very fubjed. The Jews were

going,to ftone him for faying that he was God.
" If I do not the works of my Father believe

" me not ; but if I do, though ye believe not

" me, believe the works, that ye may know and
" believe that the Father is in me, and I in him."

(John X. 37, 38^ He did all the works, which

the prophets had foretold the promifed Immanuel

fiiould perform. And after he had fulfilled the

fcriptures of the Old Tellament, had fufFered all

that law and juftice required, and had com-

pleated the great work of falvation, he afcended

into heaven, and fat down at the right hand of

the majefly on high. And we are now accord-

ing to his moft true promife waiting for his

fecond coming. There is a great day, and not

far olF, when every eye fliall fee him coming in

the clouds of heaven with power and great

glory. God had revealed this very early to his

fervants the prophets : for Enoch the feventh

from Adam prophecied of it,, faying, " Behold

" the Lord cometh with ten thoufand of his

" faints to execute judgment -upon all, and to

" convince all that arc ungodly among them,

" of
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" of all their ungodly deeds, which they have

" ungodly committed, and of all their hard

" fpeeches, which ungodly finners have fpoken

" againft him." In the New Teftament we have

the manner of our Lord's coming to execute

judgment, with the procefs of the laft day very

particularly defcribed. And it is the wifh and

prayer of every faithful foul—that he would

haften this his glorious appearing, and accom-

plifli the great things which are to go before it.

When the bleffed Jefus clofes the volume of

revelation with this promife, " Surely I come
" quickly," the faithful reply, <" Amen. Even

" fo come. Lord Jefus." And daily is it in their

pra)'ers—Thy kingdom come. And they have

good reafon to defire it ; becaufe all that their

Lord and Saviour has to do upon the earth

will then be compleated. The number of the

ele£t will be perfe£ted, and he will be admired

in them. His enemies will be finally fubdued.

An end will be put to the reign of fm and fatan.

There will be no more death. Whatever robbed

our redeeming God of his glory will be deftroyed.

Oh how greatly then is this fecond coming of our

Lord to be defired by all his faithful followers

and fervants, who are defcribed in fcripture by

this character, that they love his appearing.

They love it firft for his fake, becaufe he will

then be glorified in his faints, he will then be

glorilied for the great glory which he will beftow

2 upon
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upon them ; and they love it alfo for their own

fakes, bccaufe then all their wifhes and defires

will be fulfilled, when they thall fee their beloved

Saviour face to face. They will have no more

prayers or requefts to make. When that great

day is come, there will be no more complaints,

no more wants or neceflities, forrow and fighing

will flee away for ever. Our warfare Avill be

ended, our viftory compleated. Our crowns

fliall fliine upon our heads with never-fading

luftre, our palms of viftory fliall be ever

green. How exceedingly great this happinefs

will be we cannot fully comprehend at prefent.

However this one circumftance heightens every

thing faid of it in fcripture, namely, thai it will

be eternal. When we have afcended from

judgment with our Lord, he will admit us into

his kingdom of glorv. After this meeting we

fliall part no more ; but fliall ever be with the

Lord, praifing and adoring his perfections, and

being happy in the enjoyment of them to all

eternity. And is not all this happinefs earnefily

to be defired by them, who have received through

faith the earneft of their inheritance r And will

it not be much upon their hearts to pray him to

haften his coming, and will not they, who love

his appearing, pray for it with great fervency ?

Our church is very earneft in her prayers : for

flie teaches us in the Burial Service to be con-

tinually praying to him, " that it would pleafe

" him.
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" him, of his gracious, goodnefs (liortly to ac-

" complifh the number of his elccl, and to

" haftcn his kingdom." And he has pro-

niifcd to hear and to anfwer thefe prayers:

for when he is defcribing in St. Matthew the

tribulation of the hift days, which fliall be greater

than any fince the beginning of the world to

that time, he fays that " for the elcfts fake thefe

" days fliall be fliortened." Amen. So be it

Lord Jcfus.

My brethren, when you hear of our Lord's

fecond coming how does it affe£l you ? Do
you love to think of the day of his great glory ?

Do you wifli and pray for it ? Does tiie folem-

nity of it ftrike no terror into your confciences ?

Is all peace and joy w-ithin, when you hear of

the fuddennefs of his coming, and of the general

furprize it will be to a carelefs world ? Do you

now find no fear, if the lafl: trump fliould this

moment found and you fliouId lift up ynur eyes

and fee the God of glory coming in the clouds of

heaven attended with all his holy angels ? Could

you look up with joy, knowing that your re-

demption draweth nigh ? Is your confcience fo

purged from dead works that it would not be

alarmed, if the air that we breathe being on

fire fliould be didolved, and the elements fliould

melt with fervent heat, and the earth alfo and

tlie works that are therein fliould be burnt up ?

Are you prepared to draw near the judgment-

feat
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feat with a true heart in full afTurance of faith,

having your hearts fprinkled from an evil cjoh-

fcience ? When you meditate upon the folemn

procefs of the laft day, as defcribed by the Judge

himfelf, Can you fuppofe yourfelf to be in the

midft of this awful fcene, and your ftate ready

to be determined to all eternity, and have you

no fearful apprehenfions about your falvation ? If

you have none, may he who delivered you from

them ftrengthen and eftablilh your faith that you

may daily love our Lord, and love his appearing

more and more. But if guilty fear does arife in

your heart, when you think of the glorious ap-

pearing of the great God and our Saviour at the

laft day, this proves that all is not right in your

ov^-n foul. There is a coming of Chrift in grace,

which you have not yet experienced : for if you

had, it would have given you that love, which caft-

eth out all tormenting fear. If Chrift had come

and manifefted himfelf to you, as your Saviour,

if he had awakened you, had pardoned you

freely, and given you the witnefs of the Spirit in

your heart, enabling you to look upon God as

your reconciled Father, Chrift as your Saviour,

and the Holy Spirit as your guide and comforter,

then you could have no reafon to fear. And
this coming of Chrift is the moft to be defired,

becaufe without this you do not receive the

graces and bleffings of his firft coming in the

flefli, and therefore are not prepared for his fe-

cond
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cond coming to judgment. What he did and

fufFered in the flefh is not imputed unto us for

righteoufnefs, until it be applied and appropri-

ated. The Holy Spirit muft come and ftiew us

our intereft in it, he muft give us prefent falva-

tion from the pollution, and the guilt, and the

dominion of fin, and we muft know and expe-

rience this by true faith, before the fear of

Chrift's coming to judgment can be taken out of

the confcience. But when Chrift thus dwells in

the heart by faith, then being intereftcd in all

the graces of his firft coming, we may wait for

the bleflings of his fecond coming with hopes full

of imortality. Therefore,

My brethren, above all things feek the expe-

rience of Chrift's coming to you in grace : for

when you once know and love him as your Sa-

viour, you cannot fear him as your judge: but

from thefenfe of his love to you, you will be able

with the faithful in the text to call him your be-

loved, and to pray for his fpeedy coming, that

he may put all his enemies under his feet. When
they fay, " Make hafte my beloved," this im-

plies that there was mutual love between them.

The foul was made fenfible of Chrift's love to it:

" For we love him," fays the apoftle John,

" becaufe he firft loved us." And when you

have fcripture evidence of his firft loving you,

then you can with true faith take up the churches

words, and fay, " My beloved is mine, and I

" am
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" am his." To know that he is yours is the

fame thing as to know whatever he has is yours:

for by being interefted in him you have a prO'

perty in all his promifes, graces, and bleffings,

in time and in eternity. This is the blefled ftate

of believers ; and do you not defire, my brethren,

to be in it ? is it not happinefs indeed to be

freed from the fear of death and judgment—nay

more, to be able to pray for the coming of Chrifi:,

and to love his appearing ? What can be more

defirable than to know that the almighty judge

is your loving Saviour, who, when he comes at

the laft day, will make you completely bleffed

both in body and foul ? May God put it into all

your hearts to defire this, and may he give you

faith to pray in the words of the text—" Make
" hafte, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe

*' or a young hart,"—like them in fwiftnefs and

fpecd, for which they are remarkable. It is faid

of Afahel the fon of Zeruiah, that he was light as

of foot as a wild roe ; and the Gadites, who came

to David at Ziglag, are celebrated for being as

fvvift as roes upon the mountains. With all this

fpeed would the faithful have Chrift to haften

his coming. They had no ftronger idea of the

greateft fpeed than what they took from the

fwiftnefs of a wild roe, and therefore by this they

exprefs the fervent defircs of their fouls after

his fpeedy coming. He heard their prayers, and

he will anfwer them. He gave them many pro-

mifes

3
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niifes in the Old Teftament of his coming in glo-

ry to judge the world, and many more in the

New. In his laft words, with which he Ihuts

up the volume of revelation, he leaves us this

fvveet and comfortable promife—" Surely I come

" quickly." Here v^'e have his promife, he will

come quickly, and confirmed by a folemn afTeve-

ration, furely—and furely, what his truth hath

promifed, nothing (hall be able to hinder his om-

nipotence from fulfilling : for yet a little while,

and he that fliall come will come, and will not

tarry. And becaufe he -feems to tarry, there-

fore the \mbeliever takes occafion to refleft up-

on the faithfulnefs of God, and the carelefs fm-

ner finks deeper into carnal fecurity ; but both

thefe forts of perfons may read their condemna-

tion in the third chapter of the fecond Epiftle of

Peter, in which he foretells that there fliould

come in the laft days fcofFers, walking after their

ownlufts and faying, Where is the promife of

his coming ? We fee no figns of it, for fince the

fathers fell afleep all things go on as they did

from the beginning of the creation. To this the

apoftle replies, firft by faying, it is wilful igno-

rance to maintain, that the v/orld has fuffered no

change fince the creation, for was it not once

deftroyed by a deluge of water ? And fecondiy

he anfwers, that the Lord is not flack concern-

ing his promife (as fome men count flacknefs)

but is long fuffering to us ward, not willing that

Vol. V, U any
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any fliould pcrifli, but that all Hiould come to

repentance. What thefe men call flacknefs is

an aO: of mercy. The judge only waits till the

time fixed in the counfel of God be finiflied, till

the num.ber of the elect be perfected, and then

fliall the end come. His delay may feem long to

us who meafure time by days, and months, and

years, but with the Lord a thoufand years are

but as one day. There is no time in eternity.

What feems long to us, who are but of yefter-

day, is with the Lord fpeedy: for he that is

truth, and cannot lie, fays. Surely I come

quickly. The longer he has delayed, the fooner

he will come, and therefore my brethren, you

fnould be the more prepared. If you think his

delay long, this fliould haften you in your pre-

parations becaufe every moment brings his com-

ing nearer. No one dare affirm that he ihall not

live to fee the Son of Man coming in the clouds

of heaven with power and great glory. If this

may be, and every one of us may live to fee it

come to pals. Oh what manner of perfons ought

we to be in all holy converfution and godlinefs?

What diligence fliould we give to make our call-

ing and eletlion fure ? Ought we not to have

a clear knowledge of our interell in the judge,

and to be aflTured by faith of his being our Savi-

our, that we may love his appearing, and pray

for it, as the faithful did in the text. They

iinilhcd their prayer, and clofed the book wid;

intrcating
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intrcatlng him to come fpeedily, and to give

them more experience of his love; they defired

to have daily more proofs of his being their com-

pleat Saviour, by his a£ting in each of his anoint-

ed offices for them and for their faivation, as

their prophet, their prieft and their king. Tliis

is I think the meaning of the lad words—" Upon
" the mountains of fpices." In our language

we apply the word mountain to the highell: hills,

and we generally fix the idea of barrennefs to it.

But the fcripture applies it to hills, of no great

height, and to the moil: fruitful hills, fuch as

Carmel, and Sharon, and Gilcad, upon which

grew the fpices here mentioned. In the 30th of

Exodus we have a particular defcription of thcfe

aromatic fpices. Mofes was commanded to take

myrrh, cinnamon, fweet calamus, and caifia, and

to mix them up with oil olive, to make a com-

pofition that would diffufe its fragrant odours

without the help of fire. The ufe of this holy

ointment was to anoint the tabernacle itfelf, and

all its vefTels, that they might be holy unto the

Lord—And it was able to confecratc the high

pried, that he might miniiler in holy things. And
it was ftriftly forbidden in the law to ufe it to

any other purpofe, upon the penalty of death.

This holy anointing was to reprefcnt what was
to be in Chrift, and what was to flow to us

from him. It was the type and figure. of the

anointing of the Holy Spirit, which was poured

U 2 "upon
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upon him without mcafure, to confecrate him to

the high ofiiccs of prophet, prieft, and king, over

the people of God. He is their prophet to en-

lighten thcbhndnefs of their underftanding, and

to lead them into all faving truth, their prieft to

take away the pollution and guilt of fin, and

their king to deftroy in therfi the dominion of fin,

and to carry on the divine life in their fouls here in

grace, and hereafter in glory. The faithful in the

Old Teftament expefled him in thefe gracious of-

fices, for which he was to be qualified by the

un£tion from the holy one, and therefore they

made it a matter of their prayers that he would

haften his coming in his three office characters,

which they exprefsby that holy anointing, where-

by he was conftituted and ordained to thefe of-

fices.

The meaning of the words from what has been

faid appears to be this. The faithful finifti this

fweet portion of fcripture with a prayer. They

had experienced fo much of Chrift's love, that

their hearts were entirely fet upon further

communion, and therefore they beg of him to

haften his coming ; in the Old Teftament they

mean his coming in the flefh, in the New we
mean his coming tojudgment ; but both to them

and us there is another coming. Chrift muft

come and dwell in our hearts by faith, that

we may receive the benefits of his firft coming

in the flefii, and be prepared for his fecond com-

ing
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iug In glory : for until wc have by faith a clear

view of our intereft in him, how can we take up

the words of the text and fay—Make hafte, O
thou beloved Jefus, and for the clefts fake

fliorten thefe days of fin and blafphemy. Why
is thy chariot fo long in coming? Why tarry

the wheels of thy chariot ? Oh come with all

the fwiftnefs of the fleeteft roe, or wild deer, to

fulfil whatever remains of fcripture not coni-

pleated, efpecially come to fulfil what is written

of the facred offices, to which thou waft anointed,

and by which thou art to make us an odour of a

fweet fmcll, a facrifice acceptable, well-pleafing

unto God. Thus come. Lord Jefus, as our pro-

phet and prieft, and fet up thy kingdom of grace

in every one of our hearts, that we may love thy

appearing, and pray thee to haftcn thy kingdom

of glory.

Upon this ftate of the do£lrine there arc two

praftical truths ofl'ered to our ferious confider-

ation.

Firft, The prayer for Chrift's coming. And
Secondly, The reafon upon which the prayer

was grounded.

And Firft, As to his coming at the laft day^

it is as certain, as that he came in the flefli in

the fulnefs of time. From the certainty of the

{a£t the faithful were led to pray for it. And
can you, my brethren, join in their prayer ?

Do you d;;livc from ^ourhcar!;. that Chrift fliould

foou

1
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foon come in all his glory to judgment ? Are

yoil preparing and looking out for it as an event

that may not be far off? If you are, then you

are fafe. But if you are not, examine carefully

v,'liat is the reafon. Why cannot you pray along

with the faithful for Chrift's fpeedy coming to

judg;r.ent ? Surely you don't doubt of the fact r

That he will come to judge the world is as cer-

tain as that he did come at the fixt time to

judge the Jewifh nation :
" For we mull all ap-

" pear before the judgment-feat of Chrift." The
matter of fatt upon fcripture principles is unde-

niably clear and certain. Why then are you

not fo prepared for it as to make it the fubjecl of

your prayers ? Is it becaufe you put it at a

great diftance, and therefore think yourfelvcs

fafe ? Confider attentively what the fcripture

fays upon this point. Our Lord has given us

feveral marks and figns of his coming, by which

we might kuow as certainly, when it was at

hand, as we could know, when the fig-tree puts

forth her green figs, that furamer is nigh. There

were to be wars and rumours of wars, peRi-

lences, earthquakes in divers places, very little

true faith left upon the earth, and yet as great

fccurity among carelefs finners as there was in

the days of Noah, when the flood came and

fwcpt them all away. Do you think thefe can-

not be the forerunners of our Lord's fpeedy

comirg, becaufe there alv.ays ha\c been fuch

thi;-,gs
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things in the world ? But when all thefc figns^

are at once upon the earth, and in a manner

they never were before, then they become loud

calls to an immediate preparation. Were there

ever greater wars, or more, rumours of war?

Has not an uncommon peftilence raged among

the«cattle for feveral years, in this and in other

countries ? Were there ever fuch earthquakes,

fo univerfal, and of fo long continuance, as have

been for fome years pafi; ? And does not the

prefent ftate of the world as to religion- greatly

refemble our Lord's defcription of the men, up-

on whom tliat day fhill come unawares as a

thief in the night ? And. when could the ?x-

count which St. Paul gives us in feveral of his

epiftles, of the men of the latter times be snore

true, than it is at prefent ? Have they not the

name and form of chriftianity without the pov;er

of it? Are they not worldly-minded, funk in-

to carnal fecurity, and fo entirely influenced by

the love of pleafure, that the love of God, and

of the things of God, is not only waxed cold, but

quite frozen up ? Was there ever any age, where-

in our Lord's words could be more ftriftly fulfill-

ed, " When the Son of Man cometh fhall he

" find faith upon the earth r" By thefe figns our

Lord is alarming a finful world with notices of

his fpeedy coming, and if tinners are not at all

alarmed, but continue ftill fecure in their fins, tliis

is a fcripturc proof that he will loon come as a

thief
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thief in the night and furprize them : for when
they fliall fay, " Peace and fafety," then fudden

deftruftion fliall come upon them, and they fiiall

not efcape.

But ftill you do not fee the figns of his coming

fo clearly, as to be convinced of the neceflity of

being immediately prepared. If it be at all ne-

ceflary to be prepared, it is certainly neceflary to

be prepared immediately : for you cannot be fure

at any time, that he will not come, and there-

fore you fliould be at all times ready for his

coming. Suppofe he fliould come in a day that

ye look not for him, what would your eternal

condition be ? What, if he fliould furprize you

in your fins, have you no apprehenfion about

your danger ? Who amongfl: you could dwell

wiih the devouring fire? Who amongfl you

could dwell with the everlafling burnings ? And
fuppofe he fhould not come, yet if he fend death

to furprize you, it is the fame thing. If you die

unpardoned you are loft for ever : for it is writ-

ten, " the wicked fhall be turned into hell,

" and all the people that forget God." So that

put our Lord's coming as far off as you picafe,

yet you cannot put death off : and there is the

fame preparation necefTary for the one as for the

other. You muft be turned from darknefs to

};^ht, and from the power of fatan unto God,

you nuift be juftified and fanctified, before you

are fit cither to meet deatii or judgment. And
it
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if you have no knowledge of Chrifl's being your

Saviour, it is the fame thing to you as if there

*vas no Saviour : for if you arc not united by-

faith to Chrift, he is no Chrift to you, according

to the faying of the firft reformers. " That an

" unappHed Chrift is no Chrift ;" therefore, my
beloved brethren, if you have any real love for

your own fouls, if you indeed prefer everlafting

joys to endlefs torments, feck for pardon and

peace from the hands of Jefus Chrift, who has

them to give, that having received them from

him, you may be able with true faith to ufe

the prayer in the text, and for the fame rea-

fon the faithful here ufed, it, namely, from your

experience ofyour intereft in Chrift, which is the

fecond practical j)oint in the text I was to

apply.

They pray to Chrift to haften his coming

;

which they carncftly requefted, becaufe they

had clear evidence of his being their loving Savi-

our. He frft loved them, and made them fen-

fible of his love, therefore they loved him. And
having a fare intereft in the prcfent graces of

his falvation (for they were in poffcflion, and had

actual enjoyment of them) they knew that ibcy

ftiould at his fecond coming fliare in the blefilngs

of his eternal kingdom ; for which reafon they^

ofTercd up to him the prayer of faith, rcquefting

him to come quickly—Make haftc, my beloved,

and may wc foon fee thee manifcft in the flcfii,

making
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making an atonement for fin and bringing in

everiafting rigbteoufnefs, and when thou haft

by obeying, fufFering, dying, and rifing again*,

fulfilled the law and the prophets. Oh haften

thy fecond coming. Let all things be forward-

ed that are to go before it. Finifh the number

of thine ele£t, Jews and Gentiles, and then come

in the clouds of heaven with power and great

glory. Now, my brethren, do you pray thus

for Chrift's fecond coming ? Can you make it,

do you make it, the daily fubje£l of your prav-

ers ? Being affured that Jefus is your Saviour,

have you no fear of him as your judge ?

Are you fo entirely delivered from fear that

you love his appearing, as the day of the

Lord's great glory, when he will be glorified

in the deflruStion of all his enemies, and glorified

much more in the eternal falvation of all his faints?

Perhaps fome of you may think, that it fa-

vours of enthufiafm, for a man to pretend to be

fo certain of Chrift's love, as to pray for his

coming to judgment. Let us hear then v\'hat

the fcripture fays. The faithful in the text de-

fire Chrift to make hafte, and upon this motive

they ground their prayer, that he was their be-

loved ; but they could not have urged him to

make hafte for tliis reafon, unlefs they had been

certain of their intereft in him. If he had not

been their beloved, they could not have made

their hopes of meeting him foon the fubject of

their
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tlieir prayers ; but every one could fay for bim-

felf, " My beloved is mine and I am bis," and

knowing that they were bis, and belonged to

him, knowing this from the work of grace

which was in them, from the ai d: v^, vvitnei:>

of the Spirit, and from the long and I- cct com-

munion which they had enjoyed v/ilh liieir be-

loved Jefus, they therefore prayed liim to make

hafte, to haften his firft and fecond coming. And
if this be enthufiafm, it is not peculiar to ih:-..

portion of fcripture. ft runs through the whole

volume as well as through the fong. All the

patriarchs, as well as Abraham, defired to fee

Chrifl's day. Mofcs prayed earneftly for it, and

was honoured with the fight of it, as Abraham

was; God fhewed it to them in a vifion, but be

did not vouchfafe the (dme to many prophets, and

kings, and righteous men, although they eiU"-

neftly defired to fee it. The Pfalms and the pro-

phetical writings are full of petitions to Chriil,

praying him to come to the falvation of his peo-

ple. And the New Teftament abounds with the

Jike petitions. It is faid of believers that tlicy

love their Lord's appearing—they love it and

make it the fubjeft of their prayers, becaufe

they know it will be an happy event for them-

Daily are they looking up to him, and praying

" thy kingdom come," and befecching him in

the words of our church, " iliortly to accom-

" pliili
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" plifli the number of his elccl, and to haften

** his kingdom."

Thus it is fo far from being enlhufiafm to love

Chrift's appearing, that it is one of the plain

truths of fcripture, clearly taught and frrongly

enforced in numerous paffages both of the Old

Tcftament and of the New ; and it is a doctrine

received by our church, and made ufe of in her

liturgy. And certainly, my brethren, you will

not oppofe a truth confirmed by fo many proofs?

This would be acting a very irrational part, and

would be a clear fign of your being under great

guilt: for it would prove you to be without the

leafl fenfe of that love which you oppofe. If you

had ever feen your want of that love, had ever

been feeking it, or had ever tailed of it, you

could not deny there is fuch a thing as loving

Chrift, becaufe he firft loved you. This is a re-

ceived truth in fcripture. In the Song it is taken

for granted throughout, and in the New Tefta-

ment it is exprefsly afferted. " We have known,
" fays fome, the love that God hath to us."

And another declares, " Jefus Chrift loved me,

" and gave himfelf for me." And we may ftill

know this by the very fame means, by which

they knew it, viz. by the Holy Ghoft's iliedding

abroad the love of God in our hearts. Until he

fhed it abroad in your hearts }'ou caimot join the

faithful in the text, and pray with them for

Chrift's coming, becaufe if you love him not,

how
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how can you love his appearing ? You cannot

call him your beloved, and therefore you have

no intereft in him. Confider and examine whe-

ther this be a defirable ftate to live in, and to

die in. What is it to be without Chrift ? Is it

not to be aliens from the commonwealth of Ifrael,

and ftrangers from the covenants of promife, to

have no hope, and to be without God in the

world ? This is the fcripture account of your

dangerous condition. And does not it alarm

you ? If it does, fly to Chrift, and he will give

you to tafte of his pardoning love. If it does

not, may he fend his good Spirit to convince you

what it is to be without Chrift, that you may
feel the mifery of it in time, and therefore may

feek to be happy with him in eternity.

If then the fame fpirit be in you, which was

in the faithful in the text, you will be able to

take up their words, and to fpeak them with

their faith. You will have fuch a clear view of

your intereft in the beloved Jcfas, that the

thoughts of his coming foon to judgment will be

matter of joy and delight, and this will furnifli

you with the beft comment upon the Song. The

experience of Chrift's love makes it plain an

eafy. For he that has this love in his heart will

not be much at a lofs to underftand what is here

written of it. He is not like a novice, who be-

gins to learn the firft principles of fome art or

fcience, but lie is a great proficient. He has

been
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been taught of God, and has received a praQIcal

and experimental knowledge of the fubjeft of

this book. It treats of the. believer's happinefs

in being united to Chrift, and he is united to

Chrift, and finds himfelf happy in that union :

for he knows the love which Chrift has to his

foul, and he has received many clear fcripture

marks and evidences of it. The Holy Spirit has

fhed abroad the love of Chrift in his heart, and

he loves Chrift, becaufe he knows Chrift firft

loved him. He loves God the Father, who is

now. his reconciled Father, and he loves and de-

lights to do his will. He loves the Lord's day,

his ordinances, his people and in fliort he loves

every thing that God loves. He has indeed in

his heart that love of which this book treats, and

his own experience daily opens and explains it

fo clearly, as if it had been written for his parti-

cular ufc, and was a copy of God's dealings

with his foul. He finds that nearnefs to God,

which is here defcribed. He has much fvveet

communion with him in prayer. In time of

temptation, or affliftion, he can go boldly to the

throne of grace ; faith gives him boldnefs and

accefs with confidence : for he is aftured that

whatever he alks in his Saviour's name he fliall

receive. \A hen he hears or reads the word he

can mix faith with it, and he is enabled to grow

thereby. And when he goes to the Lord's fup-

per, he finds tliat Chrift is ftill prefent at his own

table^
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ttiblc, and makes himfelf known in breaking of

bread. He finds a nearnefs to Chrift, and en-

joys fweet fellowfliip with him in all the ordi-

nances. He lives in his prcfence, is led by his

Spirit, and partakes of his comforts. In iliort he

is united to ChriH: intimately and vitally, as a

member of the body is to the head, or as the

branches are to the vine, or as the bread is to the

eater, or as the building is to the foundation ;

for under thefe, and feveral fuch-like images the

fcripture defcribes the union there is between

Chrill and the believer. Our church fpeaking

of it fays. That believers are one with Chriii,

and he with them, that they dwell in Chrift,

and Chrift in them. Surely then, they that are

thus clofely united to Chrift will know the moft

of this book, and will be the beft commentators

upon it : for it is not a foaled book to them.

The fubje£t-matter is to them plain and open.

Daily experience gives them clearer views of its

fvveetnefs and fulnefs, and every ftep they ad-

vance in the divine life affords them frefti occa-

fion to blefs and praife God for this comforta-

IdIc portion of his holy word.

My brethren, if you are united to Chrift in the

bonds of love, you know that thcfe things are

true ; but if you have not his love in your heart,

nor dcfire it, you are not fit to read the Song:

for you cannot underftand it. A deaf man is as

good a judge of a fine piece of mufic, as you are

of
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of a treatife upon that love, of which you never

had a tafte. The Song is a book of experience,

defcribing Chrift's love to his people, and the

happincfs they have in the fenfe of his love; but

if you have no fenfe of it, how can you under-

ftand wliat is here written concerning it ? If

you fliould take it up and read it, having never

bad any fellowfliip with the Father nor the Son

by the bond of the Spirit, it will appear to you

an unintelligible piece of jargon. The Englidi

tranflation would be as dark and myfterious as

the original Hebrew, which you do not under-

ftand : for it is a fealed book, until the Holy

Spirit open its meaning; but all becomes plain

and clear, when he (lieds abroad in the heart

that love of which It treats, and the more he

^ives you to tafte of the love of Chrift, the

plainer and fwceter will the book grow in your

eilcem.

My chriftlan friends and brethren, you know

-thefe things to be true from your own experi-

ence. You fct a great value upon this fweet

portion of fcripturc, and defire to fee the depths

and heights ©f it : they will open more fully to

your view, if you pray for more love and nearer

communion v.-ith Chrill. And if any of you my
brethren, have been prevailed upon to feek for

the happy experience of Chrift's love, you are

ready to join your hearts with mine to pray

to him for a blelnng on thefe difcourfes. And
a5
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as to you who have not been ilirred up to feek,

} ou (land in great need of our prayers, and we

will offer them up for you. May he that heareth

prayer, hear and anfwer.

Wc humbly befecch thee, O thou God of

love, to bring into the way of truth all thofe

who have erred and are deceived, concerning

this portion of thy divine word. Remove all

their prejudices. Shew the natural man^ the

ridiculer, and the unbeliever, that they want the

love of which it treats. Convince them, blcffcd

Jefus, that thy love can make them happy, and

nothing elfc can. Let them feel their guilt, and

their danger, while the love of earthly and fen-

fual hinders their feeking for thy fpiritual and

heavenly joys. And may thy good Sph-it flicd

abroad the love of God in the hearts of all thofe

who are feeking it, tliat they may find this por-

tion of fcripture verified in their own fouls, and

daily fulfilled in their own experience. Oh that

we may all know more of the love of God, and

tafte and fee how gracious the Lord is. May w6
enjoy that fellowflaip and communion with the

Father and his Son Jefus Chrill, which will ex-

plain to our underftandings and apply to our

hearts all the comforts of this divine treatife. So

be it. Lord Jefus, to the praife of the Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit, three Perfons in one Je-

hovah, to whom the church militant and trium-

phant gives equal honoui;, and worfliip, and

glory, now and for ever. Amen and Amen.

Vol. V. X
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PREFACE.

Ur. Sherlock, bilhop of London, in

his letter concerning the late earth-

quakes has thefe words, " As to you
" my brethren of the clergy, who fhare

" with ine the care of the fouls in

" thefe populous cities, let me exhort

" you (though I truft you want not

" to be exhorted) to awaken the peo-

pie, to call them from the lethargy in

" which they have too long lived, and
" make them fee their own danger.

" Speak to them, perfuade them, as

knowing the terrors of the Lord.

" Speak to their hearts and confciences

" with fuch plainnefs as becomes the

" minifters of the gofpel ; tell them in

" fcafon and out of feafon, that unlefs

" they repent, they muft perifh. If the

" warnings we have had arc a call to

" the people to repentance, remember
" they
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" they are flill ftronger calls on us to

" preach repentance, and to difcharge

*' the duty we owe to God and his

" church, and to the flock of Chrift

*' over whom we are placed. May
" this work of God profper in our

" hands !" Amen, fay I. This advice

is worthy of a chriftian bifhop, and I

wifh all the clergy in England would

follow it. I have endeavoured to fol-

low it in this plain difcouri'e, and al-

though it was drawn up and printed

in an hurry, yet it is feafonable and

neceffary. The defign of it was to

roufe carelefs fmners out of their lether-

gy, and the neceffity of calling upon

them is now evident. I waited, while

the former editions were felling, to fee

how they would be afFefted with the

defolation, which God hath wrought in

the earth. But they are not alarmed.

They lay it not to heart, but go on fe-

cure in the ways of fm, as if no fuch

dreadful providence could befal them.

They fortify themfelves in their fecurity

by feveral very abfurd opinions, which

only to mention is to confute.

2 It
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It is one very prevailing opinion, that

earthquakes are not common in this

country. They are not. But the lefs

common they are, the more fhould they

alarm us when they come ; for there is

a providence over this country, and when

He orders, our land fhall fhake and reel

like a drunkard. He fent two earth-

quakes lately, to il.ir us up to repent-

ance, and he who fent thefe can fend

a third, and London may Ihare the fate

of Lifbon.

It is another opinion, that earth-

quakes are the efFecSts of fecond caufes.

Be it fo. Then there is a firft caufe on

whom they depend.

But the learned can give a philofo-

phical account of them. What ! fuch

an account, I fuppofe, as they did of

the earthquakes in the year 1750, by

changing their names into airquakes, and

then they were explained philofophi-

cally. It will not be fo eafy to account'

for the fhaking of the land for feveral

^{hundred miles, and of the fea for feveral

thoufands at once, which was the cafe in

thefe laft earthquakes. What natural

caufe
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caule Vvill they aflign equal to this

effea ?

There is another opinion, from which
men promife themfelves fecurity, and that

is the great wickednefs of the Portuguefe.

Doubtlefs they were finners, but not

above all the inhabitants of the earth.

We rival them in immorality, and we
exceed them- in infidelity. They were

cut off in judgment. We are fpared

in mercy. From their punifhment if we
take no warning, we lliall be greater

fmners than they could be : for if nei-

ther the goodnefs of God can foften our

hardened hearts, nor his judgments ter-

rify us, when we may fear, that when

he draws the fword of juftice, we who
would not cry for mercy at fuch a time

as this, ihall receive judgment without

mercy.

Carelefs fmners may flatter themfelves

with notions of fafety, but unlefs they

leave their fms they cannot be fafe. While

the almighty is their enemy they can

have no peace. May he open their eyes

to fee this truth practically, that they

may find the neceflity of being at peace

with
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with God. The way and means thereto

is to fue for mercy through Jefus Chrifl

by faith and repentance : but there is

fuch a general and violent oppofition to

this method of reformation, that we have

more to fear from the anger of God
againfl: this dreadful fm, than even from

the trembling of the earth under us.

May the prayers and humiliation of the

righteous avert the judgments of God due

to this and all the other crying fins of

this kingdom.





AN ALARM

TO A

CARELESS WORLD.

Amos iv. 12.

Prepare to meet thy GOD.

The church calls upon us, by the prefent fo-

lemnity, to bring into our moft ferious thoughts,

the advent of our bleffed Lord in the flefli, when

he came to vifit us in great humility. He ap-

peared upon earth in the character of a meek,

fufFering, dying Saviour. But there is another

advent not far off, when all flefli ftiall fee him in

the majefty of the Godhead. His firft advent

was in the loweft humiliation, his fecond advent

will be in the higheft exaltation. And we wait

for that great day, when he will come again in

his glorious majefty to judge both the quick and

the dead, hoping to be found, when he comes,

watching and praying, that we may rife with

him to the life immortal.

We
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We do not pretend to know the precife time

of his coming : for of that day, and that hour,

knoweth no man, byt the judge himfelf has

given us fomc figns and marks, by which we

might be as certain, that he is nigh and ftandeth

before the door, as that fummer is nigh, wlicn

the fig-tree putteth forth her green figs. And
wlienever we fee thefe fcripture figns and

marks, it is our office and duty, as faithful

watchmen, to give you notice, tliat you may

be ready. It; ft your Lord (hould come in a

day, when ye look not for him, and in an

hour that ye are not aware of, and fliould cut

you afunder, and appoint you your portion with

the hypocrites, there fliall be weeping and

gnafliing of teeth. On this account, the fubje£l

appointed by the church for this day, falls in

fcafonably with thcfe remarkable providences,

which have been lately manifefted in this, and

other countries. And I have therefore chofen a

fcripture proper to awaken your attention to the

fccond advent of Chrift. It is exceedingly aw-

ful and folemn. The very reading of it muft

make a deep impreflion upon every ferious mind.

" Prepare to meet thy God," the eternal and al-

mighty God, who is coming in all his glory to

judgment, and if the righteous fearcely be favcd

in that great day, where fliall the wicked and

the infidel appear? They will then have no ex-

cufe for their fins—{elf-condcmncd they will

\ Hand
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(land with guilt and horror before his tribunal, to

hear their fentence of condemnation pall, which

is never, never to bereverfed. So that unlefs an

eternity of pain and raifery be the bed thi^ig we

can work out in our (hort life, we fliouid now

think of making fome provifion for an eternity

of happinefs. We fliould now be preparing

to meet our God. As wc muft meet hiui

foon, it fliould be our whole bufinefs to get ready

and to be prepared, that whenever he comes, we

may enter in with him into the joy of our Lord.

This is the inftru6l.ipn which I fhall draw from

the text, " Prepare to meet thy God."

Firft, We here learn that God our Saviour, who

once came in great humility to vifit us, is now

preparing to meet us in judgment. And
Secondly, We fliould therefore be prepared to

meet him. And,

Thirdly, I fliall endeavour to ftir you up to the

true gofpel preparation, that whenever our Sa-

viour comes, you may lift up your heads with

joy, knowing that your redemption draweth nigh.

And
May the ever blefled Spirit, from whom the

preparation mufl: come, alTifl: us with his grace,

that our meditation firft upon our Saviour's pre-

paring to meet us in judgment, may be the means

of preparing us to meet him. " Prepare to meet
*' thy God." The fufFering Jefus was united

to the eternal God, and fo united, that as the

rcafonabk
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reafonable foul and flefh are one man, fo God
and man are one Chrift. At his fiift coming

he vifited us in great humility, and the Godhead

was veiled under a covering of flefh, but at his

fecond coming, all flefh fhall fee that Jefus is

God indeed. Every eye fhall then behold the

divine glory of the fufFering Saviour, and they

who once pierced him at his bitter paflion, or

fmce with their horrid blafphemies, fliall then

confefs to their everlafling fhame, that he is the

almighty God of heaven and earth. On this ac-

count, we fliould be prepared to meet him. At

the time appointed he came to fuffer for the fins

of the world, and at the time appointed he will

come to judgment. His fecond advent is as

certain as his firfl. It was foretold in the Old

Teflament, and promifed in the New, and the

fcriptures cannot be broken. God had revealed

it in the clearefl manner to the patriarchs, fo

that Enoch, the 7th from Adam, prophecied of

it, faying—" Behold the Lord cometh with ten

" thoufand of his faints to execute judgment
" upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly

" among them, of all their ungodly deeds, which
" they have ungodly committed, and of all their

" hard fpeeches, which ungodly fmners have

" fpoken againft him." The Father of the

faithful knew that he was to come to execute

judgment upon all, and fpeaks with confidence,

" flaall not the judge of all the earth do right r"

And
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And Job had the fame holy confidence, when he

made his fupplication to his judge, and the fo-

lemnity of his coming to judgment, Solomon

being a prophet, forefavv and has plainly de-

fciibed it in thefe words—" God (hall bring

" every work into judgment with every fecret

" thing, w^hether it be good, or whether it be

" evil." And the judge himfelf has given us a

very circumftantial defcription in three of the

evangelifts, of the procefs of the great day< and

has called upon us again and again, to be always

ready and prepared for it. I Jis apoftles argue

from the certainty of our appearing before the

judgment feat of Chrift, and frequently make ufe

of thefe terrors of the Lord to perfuade men to

faith and repentance. And there is a very re-

markable circumftance, which gives great weight

to thefe authorities ; when our Lord is defcribing

the general judgment, he confirms his account

with a promife, that he would come to judge

the jewilh nation, before that generation fliould

pafs away. Accordingly he came ; and there has

not a tittle failed of what he foretold concerning

the deftru£tion of Jerufalem, or concerning the

difperfion of the Jews over the face of the earth.

It is then a matter of fa£l, that he has already

afted as judge, and he will come to complete his

office. It is not more certain that the fun will

rife to-morrow, than that he who judged the

jewifli nation, will foon come to judge the whole

earth.
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earth. His fecond advent is fixed and deter-

mined to the fulnefs of time, as well as the firft

Avas. He will come in his glorious majefty at

the laft day. And in the. mean time, he comes

with many fignal ftrokes of vengeance to awaken

a carelcfs fleepy world. He vifits the inhabitants

of the earth with his judgments, that they may
k-arn righteoufncfs, and he has lately vifited us

with fome of his heavieft judgments, and I hope

many of you have been ftirred up by them to

prepare to meet your God. And it is high time

we fhould be all prepared : for the marks and

figns of his fecond advent are fulfilling da"ly.

His coming cannot be far oft'. The day, indeed,

and the hour, are not known, but if you will

compare the uncommon events, v.hich our Lord

fays were to be the fore-runners of his coming

to judgment, with what has lately happened in

the world, yon muff conclude, that the time is

at hand. He foretells us, that there fhould then

be wars, and rumours of wars : and are there

not wars, and rumours of more wars r There

were to be pcftilenccs, and we liave had the

peftilencc for more than ten years in this king-

dom. There were to be great earthquakes in

diverfe places, and there have been earthquakes

lately in many parts of the world, and in a far

greater number than they ever were in any

other age. And thefe earthquakes were to

be attended with fearful fights ; and did not.

many



CARELESS WORLD. 34t

many fearful fights in the element attend

the two laft earthquakes we had in this city ?

But the worft fign of all is the prefent decay

of religion among us ; this renders the reft

more terrible, and makes it to be feared, that as

we are ripe for deftru6tion, fo we may foon ex-

pert to have our candleftick removed :
" for

" when the Son of Man cometh, ftiall he find

" faith upon the earth ?" fays Chrift. There

will be fo little, that he ftiall fcarce find any.

The true faving faith will be diminiflied from

among the children of men ! and it has for fome

time been baniflied out of the popiHi countries,

and the reformed churches have lately fallen

fadly from the faith, and have prefcrved very

little more of chriftianity than the mere name

:

and in our own church we have kept up the

form of godlinefs, but we are fo far from having

the power, that we deny any perfon can have

it, and the few, who fay they have it, are treated

as madmen and enthufiafts. Thefe are fome of

the infallible figns of our Lord's fecond advent.

From them we are alTured that it is not at a

great diftance. When vVe behold the fig-tree,

and all the trees {hooting forth, then we know
that fummer is near ; and fo likewifc, when we
fee thefe things come to pafs, we know that the

kingdom of God is nigh at hand. It will not be

long betore the Son of man will come in the

clouds of heaven, with power and great glory,

VoL.^. . Y a»d
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and becaufe we are affured that he will eome

foon, and yet know not the day nor the hour,

we fhould therefore be always waiting with

watchfalnefs and prayer. Our Lord required us

to be always in this devout frame of mind, when
he clofed the volume of revelation with thefe

words, " furely I come quickly"—furely, fays

the almighty Judge, I come quickly to judg-

ment—to which the faithful reply, "Amen, even

fo, come Lord Jefus." Happy would it be for

us all, if w^e were fo well prepared to meet our

God, that when we fee the figns of his coming

fpeedily, and hear him promife, furely I come

quickly, then we might give our "Amen, even fo

come Lord Jefus." And are you then, my bre-

thren, not only ready, but alfo praying for his

coming ? Do you wait for it with faith, and

are you looking for that bleffed hope, and the

glorious appearing of the great God and our Sa-

viour Jefus Chrift ? If you are in this happy ftate,

then you can cry out with joy. Lord we believe

the promifes, and we fee the figns of thy fpeedy

coming, even fo, come Lord Jefus. But if you

are not in this "happy llate, then I proceed

Secondly, To fhew, that fmce Chrift will foon

come to judgment, you ought therefore to be

prepared to meet your God. He will come in

all the glory of the Godhead, attended with the

multitude of the heavenly hoft, and before him

fhall be gathered all nations. Every one of us

muft
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mull appear before his tribunal. We muft meet

the almighty God in judgment, when he cometh

to take vengeance of his adverfaries : and ought

we not to be prepared for this awful meeting ?

We cannot refift the Almighty—we cannot fly

from his prefence—we cannot conceal one fe-

cret thought from him, and is it not then our

intereft to make the almighty Judge our friend ?

For what king going to make war againft ano-

ther king, fitteth not down firft, and confulteth

whether he be able with ten thoufand to ,meet

him that cometh againft him with twenty thou-

fand ; or elfe while the other is yet a great way

off, he fendeth an embaflage, and defireth con-

ditions of peace. When the king of kings

cometh againft you, armed with his omnipo-

tence, you can have no hopes of fafety, but in

defiring conditions of peace. Your only way is

to fubmit, and to try to make him your friend.

Then you will be fafe. So foon as you have

fecured the friendftiip of the fovereign Judge,

and are under the protection of his almightv

power, then you are prepared to meet him in

judgment ; and therefore fince this preparation

is the principal bufinefs of life, we ought to la-

bour to fecure his friendftiip, as the means to it.

And how then fhall we make him our friend ?

Sin made him our enemy, and it is the guilt of

fm in the confcience, which makes his coming

to judgment terrible, and will make the eternal

Y 2 puniili-
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punifhment of fin terrible indeed. Take away
fin, and God is reconciled. Let the foul be

cleanfed from the pollution, and the confcience

purged from the guilt of fin, and there will no
fear remain of condemnation. The Judge will

then be the Saviour, and we ftiall have no dread

of his judgm.ent, having already received the

blcffings of his falvation.

The gofpel has propofcd a plain method of

bringing the mind into this happy ftate, and it

is generally effe61ed in the following manner.

While the finner lies fecure in fin, he cannot be

prepared to meet his God. He muft be awak-

ened. He muft be deeply convinced of his guilt

and danger, and under the fenfe of them, he

muft be humbled to the v^ry duft. Thefe are

the firft fteps towards his preparation. The
holy Spirit has now opened his eyes, and he

fees his loft ruined condition. He beholds the

God of nature at enmity with him, and all the

powers in nature combined to deftroy him, and

if he be ever faved, it muft be all free mercy

:

for in himfelf he is miferable and helplefs, and

therefore not daring to look up unto heaven, he

fmites upon his breaft, faying, " God be merciful

to me a finner." Under thefe conviftions he

labours, which though painful for a time, yet

being the door and entrance into falvation, are

therefore a blelfing, and the greater blefling, as

they are the general way, by which God brings

finners
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llnners unto himfelf : for the deeper and more

diftreiling thefe convi&ions of fin are, the greater

neceffity will the finner find of mercy, and the

more earneftly will he feek, until he obtain it.

And he has the infallible promife of God to en-

courage his feeking, " blefled are they that hun-

" ger and thirft after righteoufnefs, for they fliall

be filled." In God's own good time he be-

gins to find his intereft in this promife : he has

faith given him to apply it to himfelf : he fees

his intereft in the righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift,

and has the love of God flied abroad in his heart

by the floly Ghoft, giving him all joy and peace

in believing. And the fenfe of this pardoning

love cafteth out fear : for now as his faith grows,

fo does he with comfort know that Jefiis Chrift

is his Saviour and his God: he finds daily proof

of it in the change of his life and converfation, not

walking now by fight, but by faith. His will is

now become renewed, and he loves and delights to

do the will of God in the invvard man. He has

grace and ftrength given him to run the way of

his commandments, now his heart is fet at li-

berty. Thus walking with God, his reconciled

Father in Jefus, and trufting to his grace and

ftrength, he will be found watching and pray-

ing, whenever his Lord comes, and will there-

fore be always ready and prepared to go forth

to meet him.

In
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In this method the Holy Spirit prepares us t»

"meet our God : he firft convinces us of our fmful

ftate, in which we are at enmity with God, and

are not prepared to meet him ; and then he con-

vinces us of our reconciliation with him, of which

we have the witnefs of the word, together with

the witnefs of the Spirit, bearing his teftimiony

with our fpirits, that we are the children of

God, and we have the outward witnefs of our

lives and converfations, which we are enabled

by faith, to direct according to the rule of God's

commandments. And then we need not doubt

of our intereft in the almighty Judge : for he has

waftied us from our fins in his blood, and has

cloathed us with his all-perfe£t righteoufnefs,

and having thus faved us from our fins, we are

thereby faved from the fear of judgm.ent. And
what have we then to fear? Our Saviour

is the judge—his omnipotence is our protection

—he comes in all his glory to take us up with

him into his heaven, and to make us partakers

of his everlarting joys. BlefTed', and for ever

bleffed are they, who are thus prepared to meet

their God.

And are you, then, by brethren, prepared in

this manner ? Have you fecured the friendfhip

of the Judge, fo that whenever he comes you are

ready to meet him An eternity of happinefs

or mifcry depends on your preparation, and

there-
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tlierefore I hope the vafl: importance of the fub-

je£t will command your attention, while I am

endeavouring under the

Third and lad head, to apply what has been

faid as a motive to ftir you up to be always pre-

pared to meet your God. You have heard the

chara£ter of the Judge. He is the high and lofty

one that inhabiteth eternity—the Lord of Hofls

is his name. He is the almighty creator of all

things vifible and invifible—when he fpake the

word they were made—He commanded and they

ftood fall—His providence ruleth over them all,

and he upholdeth them by the word of bis power.

And this eternal, infinite and almighty God
hath appointed a day, wherein he will be re-

vealed from heaven with his mighty angels in

flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that

know not God, and obey not the gofpel of our

Lord JefusChrift,who fliall h6 punilhedwnth ever-

lafting deftruftion from the prefence of the Lord,

and from the glory of his power. Such is the

glorious majefty of the Judge ! And are you pre-

pared to meet him? Have you no fear nor dread

in your minds, if he fliould come this night } If

you fliould this moment hear the loud trump of

God calling the world to judgment, and fliould

fee the Lord of heaven and earth coming with

thoufands and ten thoufands of angels and faints,

]iow would it afFed you ? Confidcr, w'hether

yoij
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you could ftand the fhock ? Look into your
hearts, and fee if you be this moment in the

very ftate, in which you would wifh to appear
before Chrift's tribunal. Put the queftion to

yourfelves, fuppofe the Judge was to come this

hour, am I prepared to meet my God ? If you
are prepared, you are happy. But if not, you
are and will be miferable, unlefs you can be per-

fuaded to feek an intereft in the Judge. And
this I will attempt in the help of God, under two
or three fhort remarks.

Firft, To them who do not believe the doc-

trine. Thefe are deifts and profeft infidels, the

open enemies of Jehovah and his Chrift, who
having denied him to be God, think they are

out of the reach of his judgment. I hope
there are not many of them here prefent. Some
perhaps there may be ; for I know they are ter-

ribly affrighted at the late earthquakes, and their

leaders have no way to quiet their confciences,

but to alfure them that they are mere natural

effefts, produced by natural caufes ; as if it were
lefs, terrible to be deftroyed by a natural caufe,

than to be deftroyed by the God of nature. Poor
little philofophcrs ! in what a dcfpicable light do
they appear, who are forced to exclude a provi-

dence, in order to get rid of their fears? And fo for

fafety, they take ilielter in atheifm : and let them
talk ever fo much of one fnpreme being, yet

they
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they are rank atbeifts ; for their one fupreme be-

ing is one fupreme nothing. God has been

plcafed to reveal his eflence and perfonality to us,

and his revealed account of himfelf they deny,

and confequently whatever they fet up againft

him, be it a God in one perfon, or thirty thoufand

Gods, it is all a mere imagination, a one fupreme

being without any exiftence. No wonder, they

fliould live loofe libertine lives, fmce they are

without God in the wwld. And what can we

do but pity and pray for thefe men, who have

adopted this fyftem of praftical atheifm ? Oh

that the eternal Spirit would open their eyes,

and if they have but aglimpfe of truth, they will

fee that Jefus is God. And if they will not

confefs him here before men, there is a day

coming, when they ihall confefs that he is a

God indeed. At the glory of his appearance,

thefe bold blafphemers, who now ridicule his di-

vinity, will then be calling to the mountains to

fall on them, and to thehilJs to cover them. The

majeftyofGod the almighty Judge will ftrike them

with terror, and when they are called before his

throne, to give an account of the hard fpeeches,

which they had fpoken againft him, they will

ftand guilty, and trembling, waiting for that

righteous fentence, which will carry with it in-

expreffible mifery, " Go ye curfed into ever-

" lafting fire, prepared for the devil and his

2 " angels.''
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" angels." Oh that thefe terrors of the Lord

may fink deep into the heart of every unbeliever,

who is now at open war with his Judge, while I

am,

Secondly, Addrefllng myfelf to the carelefs

fmners among you, who are, I fear, a great num-

ber. The generality of them who profefs chrif-

tianity live to this world, and feldom think about

the next. Their pleafures and diverfions are the

chief obje£t of their purfuit, and money and ho-

rrour and power are fought after, that they may

enjoy themfelves the better. All worldly men

are upon this fcheme ; and while they purfue it,

they go on fecurely in their fins, and are carelefs

about the concerns of eternity. Their hearts are

engaged upon other, matters, than preparing to

meet their God. Their attachment to the world

is the greateft obftacle to their preparation, and

therefore we are forbidden to " love the world,

" or the things of the world, for if any man love

" the world, the love of the father is not in

" him." And if the love of God be not in us,

we cannot be prepared to meet him in judg-

ment.

Confider this all ye who fpeak peace to your

fouls, while you indulge yourfelves in fin. You
believe that God will call you before his judg-

ment-feat, and that if you live and die in your

fins, you cannot efcape the eternal punifliment

of them. You know not but the Judge may call

vou
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you before him this night, and you are not pre-

pared, and yet you have no concern about it.

You fin on with the judgment-feat of Chrift before

your eyes to which you may be brought before

the next a£t of fin be finiflied. What can we
think of this unaccountable condufl ? Certainly

men in their fober fenfes cannot a£l fuch an ab-

furd part. It is againft reafon : for if thefe very

men were fetting out upon a journey of two or

three hundred miles, they would make m.ore

preparation than they do for eternity. It is

againft felf-intercft : for who would take forae

prefent empty indulgences of fin, as an equi\ a-

lent for eternal happinefs ? It is againft all prin-

ciples of good fenfe to prefer fin to holinefs, and

to choofe hell before heaven. And it is deftroy-

ing religion, whofe fole bufinefs it is to prepare

the foul to meet its God. And are any of you,

my brethren, in this flrange carelefs ftate r Do
you act thus againft reafon and felf-intereft,

againft common fenfe and religion ? You are

guilty of all thefe inconfiftences, if the Judge

fliould come in an hour, when ye look not for

him. And he may come and find you unpre-

pared as you are at prefent. You cannot pro-

niife yourfelves an hour to prepare in. His

judgments are now in the earth, and they are

fent to roufe you out of your fecurity. Oh that

you would be awakened by them and fee your

danger. Do you not fuppofe, that the inhabi-

tants
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tants of Lifbon thought themfelves as fafe as you

may do at prefent ? They had no apprehenfions

of an earthquake. They did not imagine that

God was going to deftroy them that morning.

But you hear how they were furprized and over-

thrown with a great deftru£tion. While they

were fpeaking, peace, peace, unto themfelves,

they were called and hurried in a moment to

judgment. One had fet his heart upon getting

an handfome fortune, and wasjuft fitting down
to caft up his accounts, and he was cut off that

moment, and called to judgment, with a foul full

of the love of money. Another, intent upon his

pleafures, was feeding his imagination with a

vile fcene of indulgences, and his filthy foul was

taken in the midft of this impurity, and brought

before the all-pure and holy God. One with an

oath in his mouth was calling for damnation up-

on his foul, and it came, while the words were

in his mouth, and down he funk into the pit of

hell. Dreadful it is to think of the manner, in

which they were furprized and cut off in their

fins. Suppofo fuch a judgment fhould be fent to

this city at the fame time of the day, how would

it overtake finners both high and low? The

great, tired with divcrfions of the preceding day,

would be furprized in their fleep, and would

awake in the eternal world full of hatred to

Jefus Chrifl:, and his people, and his holy faith.

What can they cxpeft from the Judge r And
the
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the lower people would be up, but at the devil's

work, going on car clefs in their fins, lying, and

curfing, and fwearing, and blafpheming God,

andfnatched away with fome horrid imprecation

in their mouths. Why may not this happen to

you, as well as to the inhabitants of Lifbon ?

Why may you not be thus cut off, and die in

your fins, yea in the very a€t of fin ? You have

more reafon to fear it than they had : for your

fins are greater than theirs. Think not that they

were finners above all the inhabitants of the earth,

bccaufe they fufFered fuch things. I tell you,

nay ; but except you repent, you fliall all like-

wife peridi. The fame immoralities which reign-

ed among them, reign alfo in this city ; but the

contempt of Jefus Chrift, and his religion, and the

oppofition now made to the progrefs of the

gofpel by every method, but fiiedding of blood,

from which God with-holds the enemies hands,

thefe are crimes of a deeper guilt, than the un-

happy Portuguefe had to anfwer for. The com-

mon people in thofe popifli countries are kept in

great ignorance, they have not the light of the

gofpel ihining clearly among them, as you have,

and therefore they were not guilty of that one

damnable fin, which makes all your other fins

fo exceeding finful. You fin againft the fulleft

evidence ; you reje£l the light of the gofpel in

your underftandings, and you a£l: againfl it in

your lives ; and you fin on, when you are in-

vited
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rited to forfake your fins and live. God fends

his minifters to plead with you, but their counfei

you reje£l with contempt. The means of grace are

before you, but you refufe to make ufe of them.

You have the fcriptures in your hands, and you

may there read the danger of your carelefs way

of life, but the fcripture has no influence. If

none of thefe motives can prevail, be alTured,

that your guilt will increafe in proportion to the

advantages you enjoy ; and the more reafon

there was for your being prepared to meet your

God, the heavier will the condemnation be, if

he fhould come and find you unprepared. May
you lay thefe things to heart, and by the grace

of the Holy Spirit, now refolve to prepare for

the coming of our almighty God and Saviour.

And if you have any defire to be prepared,

there is one motive which ought to have great

weight with you, and it is taken from a matter of

faft. There are, God be praifed, many perfons

in this city, feveral I hope in this congregation,

who have obtained the love and friendlhip of the

fupreme judge. Look into their lives and exa-

mine them clofely. See how they are afFe£ted

with the report of thefe judgments, which are

now in the earth. You will find no dread or

fear in their minds. They are not afraid of any

evil tidings. The inward peace and joy, which

arife from the lenfe of God's loving them in

I Chrift
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Chrlft Jefus, are not leflened by any outward

calamity. They know that he, who is the Lord

of nature, will make all things work together

for their good, and therefore their heart is efta-

bliflied and will not flirink, though the earth

fliould quake from its very foundations, and the

hills fliould be carried into the midft of the fea.

If the whole courfe of nature (hould be difturbed,

they have nothing to fear. God is their friend.

They are kept by the arms of the Almighty, and

if the heavens fhould pafs away, and the earth,

and all that is therein fhould be burnt up, yet

ftill they are fafe. In life and death they can

{lay their minds upon God in perfe£l peace.

You cannot deny, that there are chriftians in this

fafe and happy ftate : for God has promifed it

them, and we declare that God is faithful and

true, and if you believe it, how does it affe£t

you ? Do you find no defire to be as fafe and

happy as they are } Does no wifli arife in your

hearts, that you might be under the proteftlon

of the almighty God, and that he would fet you

on high out of the reach of public calamity ; fo

that whenever he come§ to vifit a finful people

laden with iniquity, and to be glorified in their

deftruftion, then you may rejoice and be exceed-

ing glad, knowing alTuredly that your eternal re-

demption is at hand ?

Lay all thcfe confiderations together, and may

the Lord let you fee the importance of them,

God
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God is preparing to meet you in judgment, and

eternity depends on your being
i
-repared to meet

him. You have no time to lofe. He may come

this night. And you are not prepared. What

would your condition be, if he (hould call you

unprepared ? Therefore as you love your fouls

apply to him this moment. Now go to the

throne of grace for pardon, left you fliould be

called before the throne of glory unpardoned.

Cry aloud for mercy. The Judge may ftill be

intreated. Oh plead with him then, and be im-

portunate, until he become your friend. Remind

him of his love to finners. Urge his bloody

fweat, his bitter crofs and paflion, his cruel

mockings, bufferings, and fcourgings, endured

all for fmners. Plead thefe with him, and lay

before him the torments and the fliame of the crofs,

and the piercing of his hands and feet, which

are the engravings of his love to fmners, and be

affured that tender heart cannot want love for

them, which bled to death for their falvation.

Hold on this plea, until you find him gracious,

and are enabled to place your whole truft and

confidence in the fufferings and death of Jefus

Chrift. Then you will be fafe. There is no

condemnation to them who are in Chrift Jefus.

They fhall be found in him at the great day,

when he will become to them the author of

eternal falvation. ICnowing this by faith, they

are prepared to meet their God.

I hope
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I hope he has heard my prayers for you this

day, and, if it be his blefled will, has difpofed you

to feek an intereft' in the Judge of all the earth.

He will come to judgment, and quickly. May
4he Holy S[)irit prepare us all to meet him. Oh !

if he Ihould come this night, how would he find

you ? Are you all rea<£y r Is every one of you

fit to die ? Have you all got your lamps trini-

med, and ye yourfelves prepared ; that if there

fliould be a great cry made at midnight. Behold

the bridegroG-m cometh, ye may be ready, and

enter in with him to the marriage ? And if he

Ihould call you by an earthquake, or by any other

judgment, have you fo fure an intereft in him,

that fudden death would be welcome ? Think,

what an awful thing it would be, if you were to

enter upon the eternal world this night, where

your ftate is to bt imalterably fixed for ever. O
what continual preparation Qiould you be making

for eternity. For if you die unprepared, all is

loft. Hell and .torments are your everlafting

portion. And if you are not quite in love with

mifery, novsr beg of God to fliew you your dan-

ger, and to deliver you from it. The door of

mercy is ftill open. O that you may find an en-

_irance, and prefs forwards with an holy violence,

until you receive grace to prepare you to meet

your God. And let us all agree to look up to

him for it, in that excellent form of prayer,

which our church has appointed for this day.

Vol. V, Z " Almighty
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" Almighty God give us grace, that we may
" caft away the works of darknefs, and put

" upon us the armour of light now in the time

" of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jefus

" Chrift came to vifit us in great humility ; that

" in the laft day, when he (hall come again in

his glorious majefty to judge both the quick

" and dead, we may (be prepared to meet him
*' and may) rife to the life immortal, through

*^ him who liveth and reigneth with thee, and

" the Holy Ghoft, now and ever. Amen."
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THE

DUTY OF WATCHFULNESS

ENFORCED.

St. Matthew xxv. 13.

fValch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the

hour, wherein the Son of man cometh.

The church is ftill preparing our minds for

the fecond advent of our bleffed Lord. He is

to come again in his glorious majeftyto judge
both the quick and the dead ; and becaufe we
know that he certainly will come, and yet are

uncertain about the precife time of his comings
we ought therefore to be always ready. And
this temper of mind is tecommended to us in

the text, wherein the judge himfclf requires

us to watch, becaufe we know neither the

day nor the hour, wherein he will come to

judgment.

The
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The words are part of the parable of the ten

virgins, who fet out to meet the bridegroom, and

while he tarried, they all flumbered and flept.

But at midnight he came unexpcfted, and the

five wife virgins, who had kept the oil of grace

burning bright in their lamps, were ready, and

went in with him into the marriage, and the

door was (hut. Afterward came the five foolifli

virgins, who had been feeking to buy oil at a

time, when it fliould have been burning the

brighteft in their lamps, faying Lord, Lord, open

to us. But he anfwcred and faid. Verily I fay

unto you, I know you not. Chrift's inference

from hence is, that we fliould be always watch-

ful, becaufe we know not when the bridegroom

will come. " V^'atch therefore, for ye know
" neither the day nor the hour, wherein the

" Son of man cometh." Be always prepared

and ready to meet me, left I fliould furprize you

in your fins, and the door of mercy fliould be

fliut againft you. Remember that I have the

key of David, and if I open,' no man fliuttcth,

and if I fliut, no man openeth. If I fliut the

door of mercy againft you, it cannot be opened,

but you will be delivered over to the tormentors,

to dwell with them in the lake that burneth with

fire and brimftone for ever and ever.

In the words then, we have firft, A duty en-

joined, which is watchfulnefs—watch therefore.

And
Secondly,
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Secondly, A particular reafon to enforce it,

becaufe " yc know neither the day nor the hour

" wherein the Son of man cometh."

And while I am opening thefe particulars, I

hope the Spirit of God will open your hearts to

receive inftruftion from them. May he keep

every vain and wandering thought out of your

minds, and make you watchful indeed, while I

am recommending watchfulnefs.

Firft, From the authority of our Lord's com-

mand, watch therefore. I define watchfulnefs

to be that ready and prepared temper of mind,

with which the believer is always waiting for his

being called out of this world. He watches and

is ready and prepared, becaufe he knows that

he fhall be called foon. If no judgment fliould

cut him off before he reach to the full age of

man, yet he fees death approaching ; and put it

at the greateft diftance, yet the eye of faith can

bring it near : for what are threefcore years and

ten ? Compared with eternity they are but a

mere point of time. All men know this truth,

but the believer alone knows it praftically. He
has learnt the true value of this thort life, and is

aflTured that it cannot "be long, before he muft

enter into the eternal world. He is convinced

of the vaft importance of being ready and pre-

pared for his great change, becaufe death will

fix his condition for ever and ever, either in hap-

pinefs or mifery ; and therefore he refolves with

2 holy
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lioly Job, " All the days of my appointed ilmc

" will I wait till my change come, (Job xiv. 14.)

He will wait all the days of his appointed time,

kft death iliouH furprize h-im. He knows that

the fting of death is fin, and confequently he

watches againft fin, that whenever death comes,

it may come unarmed of its fting, and therefore

without any power to hurt or terrify. Sin is his

moll deadly enemy, becaufe it Itirred up all his

other enemres againft him ; he is in arms and at

open war againft it— he is ever upon his guard—

and he does not truft to his own ftrength, but he

takes to himfelf the whole armour of God, that

he may fight manfully againft fin, and all the

allies of fin. And being ftrong in the Lord, and

i-n the power of his might, he goes on conquering

and to conquer, watching, and praying, and

fighting, until death come to put an end to the

engagement, and to proclaim the glad tidings of

everlafting peace.

No perfon can watch in this manner but the

chriftian, and I make it the principal part of the

definition of watchfulnefs, that it is the readinefe

and preparation, v. herewith the believer always

waits for his being called out of this world.

This watchfulnefs is to be found no where but

among believers ; becaufe without the true living

faith, ii is impofiible to watch. The unbeliever

denies the matter of faft, upon which watchful-

jiefi is grounded. Chiifi's comuig in tlie glory
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of tlie Godhead to judgment makes no part of

his creed. And every fmner who admits the

fa£t, muft fear and dread Chrift's coming, and

can have no motive to watch for it, until he

believe, that the almighty Judge is his friend.

When faith afTures him of this, then he begins

to lift up his eyes with joy, and to look for the

coming of his Judge aiui Saviour. And this

faith is wrought in all the children of God by

the operation of the holy Spirit, who gives them

joy and peace in believing. He fheds abroad

the love of God in their hearts, and thereby

takes out the fear of death and judgment. Then

watchfulnefs becomes pleafant. To be always

ready and prepared to meet his God is the happy

frame and temper of mind which is formed in

the believer by faith working by love. He be-

lieves, therefore he watches. His faith is opera-

tive, therefore it keeps him watchful. It is a

faith working by love, therefore it makes him

love to watch. He loves God, and finds a hea-

ven of joy in loving him, and therefore he waits

with ftedfaft hope for the blefled time, when he

fliall be filled v^^ith love. Oh what muft it be to

fee and to love God in glory, when but a ray of

divine love darted into the foul at prefent, brings

with it fuch pure and fpiritual delight, as makes

all the joys of the world fade away into nothing,

yea, even to become vanity itfelf. Therefore

happy ;s he who watches—more happy the be-

liever
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liever who loves to waich—but thrice happy ig

that faithful and wife fervant, (whom his Lord

when he cometh (hall find fo doing.

This is the true rnfnel watchfulnefs ; it is made

up of the aftive graces of faith, and hope, and

love, which keep ihe chriftiaa foldicr always

upon the alarm, leaft his implacable enemies,

who are ever waiting for his dcftru£lion, fliould

furprize him. And among what fet of men
(hall we find this watchful fpirit ? Look around

the world, and fee who they are, that are waiting

for their Lord's coming, with watchfulnefs and

prayer. Alas! their number is very fmall. Tlie

generality of men profeffing chriftianity, live

carelefs and unconcerned about their falvation :

and carelefs fmners do no more watch, than a

man fafi: afleep can be faid to be watchful. Care-

lefTnefs is the very contrary temper to watching,

.

and careleffnefs in fin is directly oppofite to

chriftian watchfulnefs : for fin makes the foul

as unfit to watch, as drunkennefs does the

body, and to be carelefs in fin lulls the foul faft

afleep. And in this condition, the Judge, when-

ever he comes, furprizes finners. He finds them

funk down into the dead fleep of fin, when

they fliould have been watching and praying

againft fin, and they do not even dream of his

coming. As it was in the days before the

flood, though the Lord's prophet admoniftied

them of their danger, yet they went on eating and

drinking.
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drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,

until the flood came and fwept them all away

:

fo fliall it be, when the Son of man cometh ; he

will find carelefs finncrs in the fame ftate, nei-

ther watching nor prepared. If you look at

their particular vices, you will fee how each in-

difpofes them for watching. How can the glut-

ton watch ftupified with meat, and the drunkard

intoxicated with drink ? The one will be taken

while he is dozing and floeping under the load

of an overcharged ftomach, and the other while

he is dead drunk, and their filthy fouls and bo-

dies will appear in this fliocking condition before

the all-pure God. The worldly-minded man,

whatever worldly objeft his heart be fet upon,

cannot v/atch. Take heed of the -cares of this

life, fays the Judge himfelf. We fhould take

great heed, left they fhould get too much room

in our hearts, bccaufe the love of this prefent

world is inconfiftent with watching and pre-

paring for the eternal world. The prophane

fwearer can have no thoughts of watching. He
defies God, and is fo fecure in his curfing and

fwearing, that he is not afraid to call for dam-

nation. He prays all the day long, and ear-

neftly too, that his poor foul may be damned.

If God thould hear his prayers, what will be-

come of him ? How can he efcape, when the

Lord cometh with ten thoufand of his faints to

execute judgment upon aU, and to call ungodly

finners
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finners to an account for the hard fayings, which

they had fpoken againft him ? The \vhoremon-

ger and adulterer cannot watch. Their impure

fouls are enflaved to unholy and beaftly lufts,

which indifpofe them for watching. Whenever

Chrlft comes, he will furprize them : for the

immutable decree is gone out of his mouth—
" Whoremongers and adulterers God will judge."

but they live fecure in their fins, and have no

concern about being called to judgment, there-

fore he Vv'ill come in a day when they look not

for him, and in an hour, that they are not aware

of. Surely you will not fay that any of thefe

men watch, unlefs it be for their own deftruc-

tion. And as to the other lovers of pleafure

they are afraid of Chrift's coming, and therefore

it is impofiible they fliould watch for it. The

love of pleafure is the characteriftic of this age.

It is feen in nothing fo much as in the madnefs

with which men are running at this very time-

after public diverfions. The play-houfes are

crowded. The opera-houfe is full of the politeft

company. Balls and concerts increafe every

day. The effefts of carding and gaming are

felt everywhere. The fpirit of pleafure is gone

forth, and has feized all orders of men from the

higheft to the loweft. Now are any of thefe

people watching r Are they waiting for Chrill's

coming, who are feeking to pleafe themfelves ?

And when he comes, will he delight to find his

fervants
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fervants taken up with diverfions, and their

hearts fet upon purfuing them ? Certainly, this

is not the fpirit of chriftian watchfulnefs, which

he recommended and enjoined to all his difci-

ples : for they cannoL be prepared to enjoy hap-

pinefs with him, while the love of diven'ion is

the ruling paihon of their fouls : and it is cer-

tainly the ruling paflion, when they are fo abfo-

Jutely fixed upon their pleafures, thnt no divine

vifitation, no remarkable providence can move
them. Though they fee the finger of God
vifible in his judgments, yet they take no warn-

ing. Neither wars, nor peftilence, no public

calamity ; no earthquake, however dreadful,

even if it deftroy cities, and lay wafle kingdoms;
no earthquake be it fuch as never was before,

fmce God made man upon the earth ; for we
have no account in hiftory of the fea and the

land fhaking and trembling for thoufandsof miles
at the fame time, as they did in tlie late earth-

quakes, none of thefe divine vifitations can
awaken the lovers of pleafure from their fpirit

of (lumber. God calls upon them by all thefe

providences, but they hear him not. The more
loudly he calls, the more do they harden their

hearts, and fink the deeper into their pleafures

;

and the more loudly his minifters call, they fret

and rage the more at thefe troubles of IfraeL

And if confcience at any time begin to grow
yneafy, they fly for relief to the world and its

amufc-
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amufements. The play-houfe is the general

place of refuge, where they go to quiet con-

fcience, and to lull it afleep. This brings toge-

ther that vaft crowd, which daily frequents the

play-houfe, and which fills every part and corner

of it from top to bottom. And yet thefe very

perfons, who would not go to a play, unlefs

they knew it would be a full houfe, are very

angry at a full church ; nay fo very angry that

they will not come to church, if it be full ; nay

fo exceedingly angry, that I know fome of them,

who think the minifter fliould be ftarved, and

they will do what they can to ftarve him, who
happens to have a crowded congregation. I

mention this with great concern, becaufe it

ftiews by what fpirit thefe men are a61uated, who
rejoice in a full play-houfe, but fret and rage

with malice at a full church. What fpir;it is this,

that is pleafed to fee the devil's houfe crovt-ded,

and is vexed to fee the houfe of God filled r Is

the play-houfe then a fitter place to watch in,

than the church And are the}' in a proper pof-

ture of watchfulnefs,who are fitting and delighted

to the foul to fee a filthy play a£ted, and if they

fiiould be called out of the world in the midft of

one of thefe lewd fcenes, would their minds be in

a proper temper to appear before God ? Dread-

ful it is to think what their condition would be,

who Ihould come reeking hot out of the play-

houfe, with an imagination full of lewd ideas,

and
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and indulging and enjoying them, and in this

deteftable impurity to ftand at God's tribunal.

Whenever you go to the play, you do not know
but this may happen, and if it fliould happen,

you die in the very a£t of fin, and you are loft

for ever. Confider this, and lay it to heart, all

N ye who are lovers of pleafure, more than lovers

of God. Be convinced that the way of pleafure

is the very reverfe of chriftian watchfulnefs, and

therefore unlefs you prefer time to eternity, now
fliake off the lethargy of fin, and begin to watch.

Sl^ppofe Chrift fliould come this night, and this

city fliould be deftroyed, as Lifbon was, by an

earthquake, confider what the confequence

would be, if you fliould be found unprepared.

If you live in the open breach of God's com-

mandments, if you are running, greedily after

pleafure, nay if you are but carelefs and uncon-

cerned about the ftate of your fouls, you will

not be found watching. The Judge has com-

manded you to watch, and this command is

as much your duty as any of the ten com-

mandments, nay more, becaufe you keep them

to no purpofe, unlefs you keep them with

a watchful fpirit. If Chrift fliould come, when
you are not waiting for him with faith and love,

he will find you negleding his advice, and de-

fpifing his admonitions, and cry ever fo loud for

mercy, " Lord, Lord, open to us," then it will

be too late 3 the door of mercy will be fliut for

ever.
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€ver, and he will declare, I never knew you.

Where will be your portion, when heaven is fliut

againft you ? Where, but in everlafting burn- -

ings, in torments that know no intermiflion, no

end ? Watch therefore, becaufe ye know
*" neither the day nor tlie hour, wherein the Son

of man cometh." And the reafon here given

for watchfulnefs, becaufe we are uncertain of the

precife time of Chrift's coming, is the fecond par-

ticular to be confidered.

You have heard, wherein the chriillan watch-

fulnefs confifts, and how oppofite it is to care-

leiTnefs in fm, becaufe it watches againft all fin,

as the chief enemy that would make us unpre-

pared for our Lord's coming. To be always

watchful, is the believer's character. He watches

againft every thing that may indifpofe him for

meeting his Lord with joy, againft fin, againft

pier: fare, particularly againft th^ pieafures of

fenfe, remembering the comm.and of Chrift,

Take heed unto yourfelves, left at any time

your hearts (hould be overcharged with furfeit-

ing and drunkenncfs, and the cares of this life,

apd fo that day ftiould come upon you unawares.

The believer takes heed not to fall into thefe

f;ns ; he fets faith and love to watch againft

them, and putt> them upon watching with greater

vigilance, left that day fliould come upon him •

unawares. " Watch therefore, becaufe ye know
f* neither the day nor the hour, wherein the Son
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" of man cometh." This motive works ftrongl^

upon the believer. He is certain that Chrilt

will come, and being uncertain of the time, he

knows not how foon it may be, and therefore he

watches always. He confiders himfelf as fix'd

upon a certain ftation, where he muft ftand up-

on guard and do his duty, until he be called off

and relieved. While he is upon this poft, he is

to watch. If the centiriel leave his ftation, or

fall afleep upon it, you know what punifhment

is his due. And will not a greater punifliment

be your due, whofe eternity depends upon your

watching, and yet you cannot watch one hour,

no not for the fake of eternal happinefs Your

own conduft in civil affairs will rife up in judg-

ment againft your careleffnefs in your fpiritual :

for we are now apprehenfive of an invafion from

that faithlefs people, whom God fuffers to be a

fcourge to the reft of Europe, and our army is

upon the coaft watching their landing. Now if

all the centinels fliould fall faft afleep, and tlic

French fliould land unobferved and without op-

pofition, I appeal to every honeft Englifliman,

wMiat fliall be done to thefe traitors ? -If the

court martial fliould fentence every one of them

to be fliot, I fuppofe no lover of his country

would think this punifliment too fevere. I aiu

fare the believer would not, becaufe he would

think himfelf deferving of death, and knows that

he cannot efcape it, if he leave off watching.

Vol. V. A a But
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But he will not leave off, becaufe he loves to

watch. His heart and his affections go along

with his duty. Love is aftive and vigilant. It

will keep him awake : for he does not watch

againft an enemy, but waits for a friend. He
watches to meet his beloved Lord and Saviour

Jefus Chrift, who has promlfed to come tojudg-

ment fpeedily, and has commanded his faithful

fervants to watch, and has fpurred them on to

greater vigilance, by affuring them that the day

of judgement fliall come as a fnare, and as a

thief in the night, upon all them that dwell in

the world. And though it come unexpe£led,

yet it fliall not find the believer unprepared.

The uncertainty of the time will not weaken

his belief of the certainty of the fa£t, but will

be a powerful motive to fpur him on to be always

vratching and praying, that he may be accounted

worthy to efcape all thofe things that are to

come to pafs at the laft day. And thus he ful-

fills Chrift's direftion, " watch therefore, for ye

" neither know the day nor the hour, wherein
" the Son of man cometh."

Men and brethren, let me fpeak freely unto

you concerning this fcripture. It is of great and

of eternal importance, and you ought to exa-

mine your hearts, and fee how it operates in

your lives. Are you then watching ? And do

you watch the more carefully, becaufe ye know
neither the day nor the hour, wherein the Son of

man
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man cometh ? Look around you, and confider

your fituation. You are upon the verge of eter-

nity. The joys of heaven and the torments of

hell are before you. And you are not fure of a

day longer to provide for them. Time flies.

Death approaches. Behold the Judge ftandeth

before the door. The late extraordinary pro-

vidences proclaim his near approach. By the

mouths of thefe his harbingers and fore-runners

he fpeaks aloud, furely I come quickly. In a

moment you may meet him in judgment. And
is all this nothing to you ? Will it be the fame

thing to you, whether you live in heaven or in

hell for ever? Certainly eternal torment can-

net be a defirable thing, and how then do you

quiet your confciences, while you are in danger

of it. If you are going on carelefs in your fins

you cannot efcape it. How can the devil de-

lude you fo far, and give you fuch ftupifying opi-

ates, that you either do not fee how near you are

to everlafting mifery, or elfe do not fear it ?

Your cafe is almoft defperate ; may the eternal

Spirit open your eyes to fee it, before it be too

late. God has commanded you to watch, you

do not watch. He has required you to be al-

ways ready, you are not ready. He has threat-

ened to come in a day when ye look not for him,

and you go on carelefs in your fins, neglefting

his threatenings. He is now alarming a carelefs

world with his judgments, but they make no

Aa 2 imprcfiion
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impreHlon upon you. He has fent war and pe-

fiilence to roufe you out of your fecurity, you

are not alarmed. He has arifcn to fliake terribly

the earth, you are not moved. He has come to

take vengeance on a guilty race, and has punifli-

ed them with a moft exemplary deftruction, but

you are not affecled. He has overthrown large

and populous cities, which arc now nothing but

heaps of wide-extended ruin, all this makes noim-

preflign upon you. Although many thoufands of

their inhabitants be buried under the ruins, yet

you neither feel. for yourfelves, nor for your fel-

low creatures, whom vengeance fuffered not to

live. Oh hardened infenfible finners ! your

hearts arc more obdurate than the nether mill-

ftone : for what could the almighty God do

more to alarm you, than he has done ? And

yet how few of you are alarmed ? This ftrange

ftupidity and hardnefs of your hearts will foon

bring down fome heavy calamity upon you : for

if you ftill return to your fms, refufiiig to repent,

although you fee the arm of juftice lifted up to

djftroy impenitent finners, what can you expe£l

but that it fliould fiiW next upon your guilty-

heads, and that you, who would not cry for

mercy at fuch a time as this, fliall receive judg-

ment without mercy ? And of this be ye affured,

that the longer mercy withholds the blow, the

heavier will it fall, when the long fufFcring of

God is vvcaried out, and his almighty juftice

comes



WATCHFULNESS ENFORCED. ^77

comes to be glorified in your deftru8ion. 'Oh

that this may never happen, but that he may

be glorified in your falvation. May he give

you grace no longer to abufe his goodnefs and

forbearance, but now to leave your fins, and

while his judgments are in the earth to learn

righteoufnefs, that you may receive juftification

to life by the a]l-perfe£t righteoufnefs of Jefus

Chrift our Lord.

Happy will it be for you and me, if by any

means I may prevail with you to flee from the

wrath to come. God is now pleading with you.

He calls aloud to you by various judgments to

repent. And it is my heart's defire to fecond

his call, and to be ufcful under him in ftiring

you up to repentance. I think the minifters of

the gofpel cannot be too earned and importunate

at fuch a time as this. When God is pleading

powerfully with finners, and yet we fee them

iJeeping on in fecurity, furely we (hould then

cry aloud and fpare not. The heavier the fpirit

of flumber is upon them, the more pains fliould

we take to awaken them. And
It is indeed amazing to fee how hardened and

infenfible mankind are under thefe remarkable

providences, with which the world is now vifited.

None of thefe have moved them. This ftrange

ftupidity is an evfdent fign of their total corrup-

fcion, and is the forerunner of their total dcftruc-

tion. Mercies have been long tried, but in vain.

Now
I
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Now the Almighty tries his terrors, and ftill in

Vain. Neither his mercies nor judgments can

awaken them. They will not break off their fa-

vourite fins and pleafures, no not when they fee

his glittering fword drawn, and cutting off many

thoufands at one ftroke. They have not fenfe

to apply it, and to afk themfelves, Suppofe the

fword of the Almighty fliould be turned againft

me next, am not I as great a fmner as any of

thofe who periflied in the late earthquakes ?

What would become of me, if 1 fliould be cut

off in a moment, as they were r Alas ! my
body and foul would be miferable for ever and

ever. My confcience is awake, and affures me

that I cannot efcape the wrath to come, uulefs

I get my fins pardoned, and fecure an intereft

in the Judge of all the earth. This 1 will feek

night and day with prayers and tears until I

find it. May the Lord Jefus put thefe good re-

folutions into the heart of every carelefs finner,

and may he give you grace to carry them into

execution immediately ; to which I (hall en-

courage you under two or three fhort re-

marks, which I have to make on what has been

faid.

And firfl: you have heard, that it is of the

fpirit of chriltianity, to make believers watch

for their Lord's coming ; and it keeps them al-

wavs watching, becaufe they know not, when

he will come ; and when the judgments of God

5 are
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are upon the earth, as they are remarkably at

prefent, then it infpires them with ftrifter watch-

fulnefs. The greater the danger is, the more

watchful are they. You hear what has been

offered upon thefe heads, but being determined

not to give up your fins, it does not affeft you.

You are as cold and lifelefs, as if I had been

talking upon a fubject, in which you were no

way concerned. Would to God there were

jione of you in this ftate. How many foever

carelefs finners might come here to day, I wifli

not one of them was to go away without finding

fome uneafinefs of confcience, and fometrue, and

deep, and lading convi£lion of fin. Ifany of you

leave the church with as much careleffnefs as you

come, how do you ftupify yourfelves, that no

fenfc of danger can alarm you ? Lord what is

man, yea finful man, that he fliould think him-

felf fafe, when the earth has been for many days

quaking and trembling, and he knows not but

in a moment he may be fwallowed up and called

to judgment. How can you dream of fafety at

fuch a time as this ? Perhaps you may difmifs

your fears by promifing them, that our country

is not fo fubjeft to earthquakes, as other places.

When providence orders no country can be free

from them. We have had two earthquakes in

this city, and though but a little while ago, yet

they are now almoft forgotten, and fince we
take no warning from them, he who fent thefe

two
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two can fend a third, and London may fliare the

fate of Lifbon. So that this motive by which

you try to quiet your confciences fhould alarm

them the more, becaufe the Icfs common earth-

quakes are in this country, the more certainly

ought they to affecl you^ and yet you are not

affefted at all. Cut perhaps you think you

need not be under any great apprehenfions,

becaufe earthquakes are only natural effetts

produced by natural caufes. Be it fo. What
fecurity do you get by this? Has the God
of nature no influence upon thefe natural

caufes ? Suppofing he had none, which is athe-

ifm to fuppofe, and a natural caufe fiiould de-

ftroy you and fend you to hell, would this make

your torments more fupportable ? If you could

go and tell the poor finners who perifncd at

Lifbon, that it was not providence which de-

ftroyed them, but only a natural caufe, what

good news would this be to them ? They are

deftroyed and loft for ever, and the caufe of

the earthquake is of no confcquence to them ?

They are only concerned about the effects of it,

and would now give thoufands of worlds, if ihcy

had them, that they had been found watching.

And fo will you, if you take not warning from

their deftruftion. They are loft : but you have

ftill an offer of mercy. You may efcape if you

will look more into yourfelves, than into the

caufes of this earthquake. Look at the one thing

needful
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needful for you. Repent. Get your fins par-

doned. Make Good your friend ; and then you

>vi]l be fafe. Let little infidel philofophers fay

>vhat they pleafe, be ye afiTured, that providence

orders and directs even what are called natural

caufes. And when you are reconciled to him,

he will make then-> all work together for your

good. Vv hat he fends for judgments to others

>vill be mercies to you, and you will experience

his love in every vifitation, be it profperous or

adverfc. Whoever has attained to the true fpi-

jit of chriftian wfitchfulnefs is in this ftate, and

to them who dcfire tp attain it I will make my fe-

cond remark.

I am novJ fpeaUing to thefe perfons who are

alarmed at the figns of the times, and begin to

be concerned about the falvation of their fouls.

You want to have your hearts eftablifhed, that

) ou may not be afraid of any evil tidings, but

whenever your Lord comes may be found watch-

ing. He that put this good defire into your

minds, will place you fecure upon the rock of

3ges, if you wait upon him. When you are

once united to Jefus Chrifl: by faith, you are

then out of the reach of every calamity. No-

thing can hurt you : for the guilt of lin, from

whence all your danger comes, is taken out of

the confcience. You know that your heavenly

father loves you in his beloved fon, and that he

will keep you in the arms of his mercy in lite,

and
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and death, and to eternity. Being affured of

this, then you can watch ; you will love to b©

watching, and whenever your Lord comes you

will be ready to enter in with him into his joys.

This is chriftian watchfulnefs. It is always pre-

pared, always looking out for death and judg-

ment, and therefore is never furprized. And in

this happy ftate all believers live, and there is

no happinefs upon earth but this. All the reft

is but a (hadow of joy, and in the end proves

vanity and vexation of fpirit. The thought that

they muft die, gives a damp to the higheft plea-

fures of carelefs finners ; but the thought that

they may die in the niidft of their enjoyments,

turns their fancied pleafures into real pains.

Nothing can make life fweet and happy, but a

conftant preparation for death. And fmce God
has led you to feek this happinefs in Jefus Chrift,

feek it in the right way, and you will affuredly

find it. Go to the throne of grace with humility

and prayer. Pray vi^ithout ceafing. Be impor-

tunate. Knock at the door of mercy until it be

opened. Hear and read the word of God. Fre-

quent his table.' Be found in all the ways of his

ordinances, and he vpiU be found of you. He
will give you living faith working by divine love,

andwiih thefe graces yourhearts will be ftrength-

ened, and enabled to watch, until your Lord

come. And to thofe who are in this happy ftate

I make my third and laft remark.

My
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My chriftian brethren, your Lord's command

fliould be much in your thoughts at prefent, Be

watchful. You find none of his commands

grievous : for love has made them all pleafant,

and to keep them with a watchful fpirit is be-

come your delight. Faith and hope enable you

to look out for Chrift's coming without any fear

or dread, and love makes watching for it fweet

and joyful. It is a pleafure to you to meditate

upon his coming. You can refledl with joy

upon that bleded day, when you fhall fee the

dear objeft of your affeftions, ihall behold him

in all the glory of the Godhead, and fliall be ad-

mitted into his prefence, where is the fulnefs of

everlafting joys. Oh ! there is heaven in thefe

refletlions. The happinefs you find in them

difpofes you earneflly to with and pray for the

great day of your Lord's appearing. And his

repeated commands to you to watch for it, keep

you watchful. It would be no furprize to you,

if you were this moment to lift up your eyes,

and to fee the crucified Jefus coming in the

clouds with power and great glory, to hear the

Joud trump of God calling you to judgment, and

to behold the dead rifing out of their graves,

the earth in flames, and to feel yourfelves caught

up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.

Are not thefe hopes the joy of your hearts ? I

hnow they are. You long to meet your beloved

Lord and Saviour. And are you all in this happy

fituation ?
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fituation ? Say. Have you fuch. pure and per-

feSt love for the judge of all the earth, that you

wifli, and pray, and watch for his coming. Afk

your confciences, as if I put the queftion to

every ope of you by name, is this your cafe ?

Every true believer can, without prefump-

tion declare : Glory be to God, it is my happy

fituation ; through grace I wait for the coming

of my moft blelTed and adorable Saviour, and in

his ftrength I now watch, and hope, whenever

he comes, to be found watching. Oh that his

good Spirit may bring every one of you into this

watchful frame and temper of mind, and may

he enable you all now to alk it of him in the

prayer of faith, and I know of no words more

fuitable to the fubjecl, or more truly pious, than

thefe which our church has taught us to ufe on

this day.

" O Lord Jefu Chi ifl, who at thy firft coming
*' didft fend thy meflengers to prepare thy way
" before thee: Grant that the minifters an4

V ftevvards of thy myfteries, may likewife fo pre-;

" pare and make ready thy way, by turning

" the hearts of the difobedient, to the wifdom
" of the juft, that at thy fecond coming to judge

" the world, we may (all be watching and pray-

*' ing, and may the;efore) be found an accepta-r

*' ble people in thy light, who liveft and reigneft

" with the Father and the holy Spirit, ever, one

God, world without end. Amen"

HYMN.
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HYMN.

ThoU Judge of quick and dead.

Before whofe bar fevere.

With holy joy, or guihy dread.

We all fliall foon appear :

Our caution'd fouls prepare

For that tremendous day,

And fill us now with watchful care.

And ftir us up to pray

:

Give us with faith to wait

The awful hour unknown.
When robed in glory and in Hate

Thou flialt from heaven come dow]

Th' immortal fon of man,
To judge the human race.

With all thy father's dazzling train.

With all thy glorious grace.

To damp our earthly joys,

T' increafe our gracious fears.

For ever let th' Archangel's voice

Be founding in our cars.

The folemn midnight cry,

' Ye dead, the Judge is come !

' Avife, and meet him in the Iky,

' And meet your inftant doom !'

O may we thiia- be found
Obedient to his word.

Attentive to the trumpet's found.

And watching for our Lord ;

O may we thus infure

Our Lot among the bleft.

And watch a moment to fecure

An cverlafting reft.
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SERMON.

2 Cor. iv. 5.

fVe preach not our/elves, but Chriji Jefus the Lord, and

oitrfelves your [ervants for Jefus fake.

The apoftle fpeaks thefe words of himfcif,

and of Timothy. He is clearing their office,

and their charadlcr from the charges brought

againft them by fome falfe teachers in the church

of Corinth. In the foregoing chapter, he has

been comparing the miniftry of the law with the

miniftry of the gofpel, and flating the difference

between them. The law was written on tables

of ftone, and was the miniftration of death and

of condemnation, but the gofpel was written

upon the fleflily tables of tiie heart, being the

miniftration of the Spirit, and of righteoufnefs,

and therefore whatever glory the law had, the

gofpel did far exceed it in glory. Paul and

Timothy being appointed preachers of this moft

glorious gofpel, and having received this miniftr}^,

Bb2 did
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did not faint through any difficulty or oppofition,

nor did they labor in it upon any corrupt felfifTi

motives : For they renounced the hidden things

of diihonefty, every bafe principle that would

not bear the light, not walking in craftincfs, with

f\n intention through fubtlety, to cheat their

hearers, nor handling the word of God deceit-

fully, on purpofe to deceive and beguile unliable

fouls ; but they afted openly and honcftly, by

manifcftation of the truth commending them^

felves to every man's confcience in the fight of

God, making the truth fo plain, and their views

in preaching it fo noble and difinterefted, that

every man's confcience rightly informed muft ap-.

prove of them ; but however God faw the fecrets

of their hearts, and to him they could appeal for

the uprightnefs of their motives, fo that if there

were any who did not receive their gofpcl, it was

their own fault, and was a fad proof of their

being in a loft eftate : For if pur gqfppl be hid,

it is hid to them who are loft, who are under the

power of the deyil nnd of unbelief, in whom
the God of this world hath blinded the minds

of them that believe not : This is the grand

ftratagem of Satan. Wherever the gofpel comes,

he tries to blind and harden men's minds againft

it, knowing well, that if the light of the glorious

gofpcl of Chrift, who is the image of God,

fnould lliine into them, there would" be an end

of his reign : therefore he labors with wiles and

fprce
'

3
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force to fliiit out the light of tlie gofpel, that he

may continue to rule in the evil heart of unbe-

Jicf. But blcifed be God, the preaching of the

gofpel is the means of dethroning Satan : He
fears no weapon formed againft him, but the

two-edged fword of the Spirit, which is the

word of God. With this he has been defeated

thoufands and thoufands of times : For it is the

appointed inftrument of bringing finncrs out of

darknefs into light, and from the power of Satan

into the kingdom of God's dear Son. And the

Lord works this mighty deliverance by the

preaching of the gofpel. When the able mi-

nifters of the New Teftament have a flngle eye

to Chrift, and aim folely at his glory, then the

holy Spirit fets in with their woixls, and accord-

ing to his office, glorifies Chrift in the under-

ftanding, and in the hearts of the hearers. Of
this, St. Paul had long and happy experience.

He was enabled to renounce felf in all his mini-

itrations, and to exalt Jefus—We preach not our-

felves—We difclaim felf in all its flaapcs. We
renounce felf-feeking and felf-pleafing. We ab-

hor felfilh views. We would have felf debafed,

and in all our preaching, we would have felf

brought to nought, that Chrift may be ALL in

ALL. " We preach not ourfelves, but Chrift

" Jefus the Lord"—Of his wonderful perfon,

God-man- -Of his gracious undertakings—Of
his divine offices—Of his finiflied falvation—Of

his
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his almighty power and faithfulnefs to carry all

the purpofes of his love into execution, that his

people may be receiving out of his fulnefs grace

in time, and glory in eternity—Of thefe things we
would be telling all the daylong. He is the fub-

je£l matter, his glory is the end and aim of all our

preaching ; and if he be but glorified and fouls

won to him, we have reward enough. His love

conftraineth us to love him the head of the

body, and to love all his members ; for his fake

ready to do any good office to the fouls or

bodies of mankind. " Ourfelves your fervants

" for Jefus fake, willing to do, willing to fuffer

any thing for you, to fpend and be fpent, yea,

not counting our lives dear to ourfelves, fo that

we may but finifh our courfe with joy, and the

miniftry which we have received of the Lord

Jefus, to teftify the gofpel of the grace of God.

The apoftle's words thus in part opened and ex-

plained, will be fuitable to the prefent occafion

in thefe two views,

Firft, As they relate more immediately to ml-

nifters, and

Secondly, To their people.

Under the firft head, thefe particulars offer

themfelves to our confideration,

Firft, Paul and Timothy did not preach them-

felves, but

Secondly, They preached Chrlft Jefus the Lord,

and

I Thirdly,
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Thirdly, Themfelves fervants to the Corinthi-

ans for Jefus fake. And may the grace of our

God enable us fo to meditate upon thefe pointsj

that felf may be humbled and the Saviour exalted:

For

Firft, Paul and Timothy did not, and miniflers

ought not to preach themfelves. They ought

not to have an eye to felf in any part of their

Work. Self is a wrong objeft. It cannot be

lookt at, without forgetting Chrift, or made any

thing of without degrading Chrift. Where felf

is an idol, Chrift is become nothing. Therefore

a minifter, whofe heart is devoted to Chrift, and

would with his lips and life glorify him, is ever

afraid of felf In his preaching he would not

aim at thofe things, which feed and nourifli felf-

ifhncfs, fuch as

Fame, which is an univerfal paftion. Self loves

to be efteemed, and to be called of men, rabbi,

great, and noble, and learned, and good. There

is nothing, which our corrupt nature covets move

than to be well fpoken of, and to have every

bodies good word: For this applaufe wonderfully

feeds all our felfifti tempers. But this St. Paul was

enabled to renounce for Chrift. He was once a

famous fcholar, but he loft his chara6ler for de-

termining to know nothing, but Jefus and him

crucified. He had once great reputation for

holinefs, but there was an end of it, when he

tame to his—" God forbid that I fliould glory,

" except
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" except in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift."

He did not defire now to be admired for a fine

orator, nor did he preach for this end, that his

hearers might be pleafed with liim, and go away

pleafed Avith themfelves, but he was bold for God
to fpeak plain truths, which he knew would

offend thofe who were living, and wanted to live

in their fins. When he infilled upon the do61rine

of the crofs, w^hich is to them that perifli foolifli-

nefs, then bad defigns were imputed to him, and

the abandoned finner and the Tclf-righteous pha-

rifee agreed to look upon him, as the fcum of

the world, and the oftscouring of all things. And
this he did not defcrve, he did not leek it; but he

met with it in the fervicc of Chrift. It w^as the

reproach of Chrift, brought upon him for ferving

fuch a maftcr, and heightened for his being fo

like his mafter. And yet in this Paul could re-

joice—not only bear it, but alfo glory in it. He
received it as an honor, and found it a blefling,

to be evil fpoken of for Jefus fake. He was

happy in bringing finners to think and fpcak

well of Jefus, whatever evil fome might think

and fpeak of him for it. O for more of this

felf-denying fpirit. May the Lord pull down

felf in all his minifters, that Jefus alone may be

exalted in them, and by them, and that they may

not ftudy in their miniftry filthy lucre, anymore

r])an bafrlv purchafed fame.

This
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This is another felfifh principle. The love oF

money, which is the root of all evil, is deeply-

rooted in every man's heart. They all look to

their own way, every one for his gain from his

quarter j but by the grace of God, Paul was of

another mind. In his do6trine, he infills upon'it,

to Timothy and Titus, that minifters fliould not

be given to filthy lucre, and in his example he

Ihewcd, that he was not given to it himfclf.

When he went to Ephcfus, he did not go

upon any fordid motive, fuch as, How much a

year fhall I get by preaching at that place ? His

view was very exalted—How fliall 1 ferve the

caufe of Jefus, and his dear-bought people there :

Accordingly he fays to the Ephefians, " I have

" coveted no man's filver, or gold, or apparel,

" yea, you yourfelves know, that thefe hands

" have miniitered to my neccflitles, and to them
" that were with me." As he was a preacher

of the gofpel he had a right to live of the

gofpel, yet he waved his right, and chofe rather

to work at his trade, than it fliould- be faid he

preached for gain. Clnift being his Saviour, and

the unfearchable riches of Chrifl his portion and

his inheritance, he had enough : For he had not

only the promifc of fpiritual, but alfo of temporal

things, fuch as the love of Chrift knew bcft for

him ; and he found Chrift fo faithful, that he

learnt ia whalcver Cfji^Q he was therev/ith to be

content.
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content, content to be abafed, to be hungry, and

to fufFer need, yea content to fuffer the Jofs of

^ill things, counting them but drofs and dung,

that he might win Chrift : And having won him,

the pearl of great price, he was willing to part

with his eafe, as well as fame and riches for Jefus

fake.

Tills is another very felfiOi principle. We all

Jove eafe, and felf-indulgence. Our nature abhors

the leall fufFci ing. "What noble views then muft

Paul have been actuated by, fince he knew, that

in every city bonds and afflictions did abide him,

and yet none of thefe tilings did move him ^

Jiow dear and precious muft Chrifl have been to

him, lince the continual crofs could not drive

him from preaching the gofpel of Chrift ? He
made a mere flave of his body, denying it the

dcareft gratifications, even lawful ones, and lay-

ing upon it the heavicft burdens and crolTes,

when his Lords caufe required thefe things at

his hands. Like a good foldier he endured

hardfhip, was in perils often, in wearinefs and

painfulnefs, in watchings often, in hunger and

tbirft, in faftings often, in cold and nakednefs.

Such was his flaming love to him, who had called

him to be a foldier, that no fuffering could make

iiim leave the fervice : He fought on bravely,

ftrong in the Lord, till the battle beJng won, the

captain of his falvation granted him his difcharge,

and
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and put upon his head a c'-ova-u of glory, that

fadeth not away.

Thus Paul made it appear, that he did not

preach himfelf. He renounced thofe things,

which are deareft to felf, and fliewed how much

he loved Jefus, by willingly parting with ap-

plaufe, end riches, and eafe for his fake, " we
" preach not ourfelves, but Chrift Jefus the

" Lord," which is the

Second particular to be confidered. St. Paul

difclaimed felf, that he might exalt the Saviour.

He did this from a true heart-felt attachment to

Jefus. " When it pleafed God," fays he, " to

" reveal his Son in me, immediately I conferred

" not with ficfli and blood : From that time for-

ward he became enamored with the excellency

of the knowledge of Chriil Jefus his Lord.

Paul found Chrift revealed in him fo precious,

he faw fuch wonderful beauty and matchlefs

lovelinefs in him, fuch an infinite fulnefs, and fuch

a readinefs to communicate out of it all fpirirual

bleffings; yea, he himfelf enjoyed fo many of

them, that other things were nothing, and Chrift

was ALL. He had won Paul's heart. He had

difcovered fo much of himfelf, that Paul was

become in body and foul devoted to him, and

cared not what he fuffered fo that he could but

pleafe his Lord and Saviour. To his honor he

had an eye in all his minifterial labours, fetting

forth the perfect freencfs, the rich fulnefs, and

the
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the everlafting glory of his falvation. We preacli

^Jefus ; that name is full of grace: for he was

called Jefus, becaufe he was to fave his people

from their fins. They had all turned away from

God and his law, as the prophet fays, " All we
" like fliee]) have gone aftray, we have turned

" every one to his own way," and this was the

way of fin, according to the apoftle, " All have

" finned and conic fliort of the glory of God,"

they had all robbed God of his glory by tranf-

grefling his law, fo that there was none righ-

teous, no not one, and thereby they had all ren-

dered themfelvcs liable to thofe threatened pains

and penalties, which juftice was bound to in-

flift: for the wrath of God is revealed from

heaven againft all unrighteoufnefs. frorrj this

ftate of fin and mifery Jefus came to fave his

people ; and this he undertook in the covenant

of the eternal Three, in which, being a perfon

coequal and coeternal with the Father, he agreed

to ftand up as the head and furety of his people,

in their nature and in their ftead to keep the

law for them, and to fufier the pains and penal-

ties of it for them, that by his obedience unto

death, the law and juftice of his Father might

be infinitely and everlaftinglv glorified in faving

all thofe who fliould believe in him from fin and

death and hell, and in admitting them to life and

glory. In tlie fulncfs of time he came to fulfill

Avbat he had undertaken, and the word was

made
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made flefli.
** Lo, I come, faith he, to do thy

*' will, O God," to do it in my hfe, to fufFcr it

in my death, and thereby to bring in an ever-

lafting righteoufnefs for my people. The Father

accepted him as their furety, vvitncfilng by a

voice from heaven—" This is my beloved Son,

in whom I am vi'ell pleafed," and v/itnefling

alfo that as their furety he had finifhcd the work,

which he had given him to do, when he declared

him to be the Son of God with power by

his refurrc6tion from the dead, and when he

put all things under his feet, and gave him all

powder in heaven and earth, that he might be

able to fave finners to the uttermoft—were they

ever fo far from God that he might bring them

nigh—if they had finned to the uttermoft, fo far

that one ftep more they would have been in hell,

yet he could fave them ftill with his great falva-

tion : for he is exalted to be a prince and a Sa-

viour, that the worft and vileft may in him be

faved from all their fins, no fins being fo finful,

fo numerous, but there is redemption from all

through faith in his blood, no ftate of guilt fo

defperate, but he can bedow grace, that fm

lhall not be imputed, and that righteoufnefs,

even the righteoufnefs of God (hall be imputed.

Such a Saviour is Jefus, exalted to this office by

the covenant of grace, and afting in it by the

full commlffion of the eternal Three ; by whom
jhc was conftitutcd the Chrift. Thus faith the

Father,
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Father, " God the Lord, the creator of heaven

" and earth, I the Lord have called thee in

" righteoufnefs, and will hold thy hand, and will

" keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of

" the people."—With Chrift the covenant was

made, by him it was to be made good, and

therefore the fecond perfon in the Godhead was

truly united unto him, and God and man was one

Chrift, and the holy Spirit was poured upon him

without meafure to fit and qualify him for his

work, that he might become the Saviour of his

people, as their prophet, prieft, and king ; for

which offices he was divinely commiffioned and

confccrated, and therefore was called the Chrift,

or the annointcd one of God.

As he was the great High Prieft of our profef-

fion, he was called of God to offer gifts and fa-

crifices for fm : and he gave himfelf, his God-

head, his manhood, as the furety of his people,

to his Father's law, that whatever demands of

obedience it had upon them, he might anfwer

and pay them all, to the end that by his obcr

dience they might be made righteous. And he

gave himfelf as their furety to his Father's jufticc,

that whatever demands of fufferings it had upon

them, he might endure them all, and accordingly

the Lord laid upon him the fms of all his people.

He knew no fm. He was in himfelf juft, when

he fuffercd for the unjuft, and therefore all his

fufferings were upon their account. He was

bearing
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bearing their griefs and carrying their forrows in

every part of hjs paffion. For them he vas

ftricken, fmitten of God and affli£tcd. •

. Ik felt

what the fins of their fouls deferved, when he

cried out, " My foul is exceeding forrowfui,

«ven unto death j" and he felt the fins ot their

bodies, when the burden forced him to fweat as

it were great drops of blood falling to the

ground. They were bound with the chains of

fin, and ought to have been bound with chains

of eveilafting darknefs, therefore when iefus was

apprehended they took him and bound him.

For that thame which was due to their fins he

turned not away his face froni lhame and fpitting,

nor his cheeks from them that plucked off the

Jiair. He was buffeted and fcourgcd, and

ftricken for their tranfgreflion-s, that by his ftrlpes

they might be healed. For the fins of their

heads his holy head was crowned with thorns.

Their feet were fwfft to run into fin, and their

hands mighty to commit it, therefore when the

Lord laid upon him the iniquities of them all,

his feet and his hand's were pierced through with

nails. There never was forrow like unto that

forrow, wherewith the Lord afflicted him in

the day of his fierce anger, when he endured the

curfe to redeem his ])coplc from the curfe of the:

law, when he was forfaken of God, tliai ihcy

who deferved to be forfaken for ever might be

brought nigh to God,, and when he bowed liis

head



404 SERMON.

head and gave up the ghoft, dying for them

tliat they might live with God for ever. Thus

he was made fm for them, who knew no fin, and

thus he put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf,

and by this alone can it be put away. God hath

laid no other foundation for the falvation of fin-

ners, than the finifhed work, the life and death,

the blood and righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift.

When you heard the miniller juft now give no-

tice that the facrament would be adminiftered

next Sunday, he faid, it was in remembrance of

the meritorious crofs and paffion of Chrift,

" whereby alone," mind that, " whereby alone

*' we obtain remifllon of our fins, and are made
" partakers of the kingdom of heaven," where-

hv alone we are faved from hell, and entitled to

heaven. Whatever grace or glory God the Fa-

ther gives to any poor finners he gives it on this

account, and on nothing elfe. He looks only at

what his Son did and fuffcred, when he vouch-

fafes to bring any of them from darknefs to light,

and from fin to righteoufnefs. He fees them in

his Son, and accepts them in the Beloved. They

ftand at his bar in the righteoufnefs of his Son,

and are therefore juftified from all things. He
views them in the graces and lovelinefs of his Son,

and they appear not only without fpot or ble-

mifh, or any fuch thing, but alfo fair as the

moon, clear as the fun—complete in Jefas : and

therefore it is owing to the precious gifts and

infinitely
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infinitely meritorious offerings of the great high

prieft of our profeffion Chrift Jefus, and to thefe

alone, that any finners are pardoned and faved :

becaufe there is falvation in none other, either

perfon or thing.

But becaufe this way of falvation through

faith in a crucified Saviour was a ftumbling block

unto the Jews, and unto the Greeks' fooliHinefs,

and is not received to this day except by thofe

to whom it is given, therefore the Lord Chrift

fuftains another gracious office, and is the great

teacher of his people. He is the divine prophet,

of whom it is written, " In the latter days they

" fliall be all taught of God:" for by his word

and Spirit he brings his people to an heart-felt

difcovery of their own guilty ftate and ruined

nature, and teaches them the infinite fufficiency

of his finiflied work, and enables them with the

heart to reft upon it, as the alone foundation of

prefent peace and of eternal joy. This is the

great leffon, which he has to teach us, as our

prophet, and none can teach it but himfelf.

Men may give one another fome notion of the

way of falvation, but they can go no farther.

Chrift only can teach, as never man taught.

The words, which he fpeaks, they are Spirit

and they are life. The Spirit accompanies them

with his divine power and energy, and by them
he quickens the foul, that was before dead in

trefpaffes and fins. He fpeaks life into the dead,

Vol. V. C c and
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and the life which he gives, being from him. Is

to bring the foul to him, that it may be kept

alive by living upon his fulnefs : for this Jefus is

the Chrift, confecrated of God to be the great

prophet of his people, and made of God unto

them wifdom, that he might inftruft them all in

faving knowledge, by bringing them to reft

wholly by faith upon his life and death for every

grace and every blelling.

And becaufe there is in our fallen nature a

pronenefs to turn from Jefus, and to reft upon

fpmething befides him alone for righteoufnefs

and ftrength, and for a comfortable and holy

walk heavenwards, therefore Jefus is the al-

mighty king to rule in and over his people, and

to manage all their matters fpiritual and tem-

poral for them. And for this purpofe he has all

power in heaven and earth, that whatever would

turn them from him, enemies within or without,

he might be able to fubdue them all. Having

brought them to himfelf, and fixed them upon

the foundation, he is the Chrift, the confecrated

king to keep them there by his almighty arm.

They are r>ow become his lawful fubje£ls, and

no enemy, not even the gates of hell fliall pluck

them out of his hands, and they know it, and

are therefore fafe and happy. Surely, can they

fay in the Lord have we flrength. In the midft

of their weakncfs and liclpleflTnefs he makes his

ftrength perfe£l, the excellency of it never ap-

5 pearing
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pearing fo manifeii-, as when he keeps them

fenfible that without him they can do nothing,

and yet then enables them through him to do all

things.

Happy are the people, who are in fuch a

cafe, yea, blefled are the people, who have

Jefus Chrift for their king : becaufe he is the

Lord, that is Jehovah, we preach Chrift Jefus

the Lord. This crowns all. Jefus is Jehovah,

one of the eternal Three in the Godhead, coe-

qual and coeternal with the Father, and with

the Holy Spirit, poffeffed of all the divine attri-

butes and perfections. All his works are per-

feft, infinitely, everlaftingly perfect. His work

of falvation is abfoluiely complete. Jehovah

hath laid the foundation : Jehovah hath brought

forth the top ftone. It is the mafterpiece of his

wifdom, and power, and. love, to which nothing

can be added, and from which nothing may be

taken away : for God was in Chrift, and fmiflied

the work. " Thus faith the Lord, I am Jeho-

" vah, and befides me there is no Saviour," no

Jefus, therefore Jefus is Jehovah ; as he fays

himfelf to the Jews—" If ye believe not that I

AM, ye fliall die in your fins." Now none

can forgive fins but God only, and therefore Je-

fus muft be God, becaufe he had power upon

earth to forgive fins. The prophet Ifalah fays,

" Unto us a child is born, and he fliall be called

" the mighty God"—mind, the child was God,

C 2 the
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the infant child juft born was the ahnighty God
—According to the apoftle, " God over all

" blefled for ever." This is the fundamental ar-

ticle of our religion. Take this aw ay, chriflians

are as great idolaters, as they are, who worthip

flocks and ftones : for if Jefus be not Jehovah, if

God and man be not in him one Chrift, of what

idolatry have you been guilty this morning ? The
whole litany is a prayer to Chrift. In the creeds

which you have been repeating, you have ac-

knowledged his Godhead. In the liturgv; are

thefe words :— The fame that we believe of the

" glory of the Father, the fame we believe of

" the glory of the Son and of the Holy Ghoft,

" without any diiference or inequality." There-

fore againft all oppofers we muft infift upon the

equality of the Perfons in the Godhead. We
muft preach Chrift Jefus the Lord—Jefus a per-

fcEi Saviour, confecrated to his office by the co-

venant of the eternal Three, and afting in it, as

the great High Prieft, who was to offer gifts and

ficrifices for the fins of his people, and to teach

them, as their prophet, to rely wholly upon

him for the infinite and everlafting efficacy of

thefe gifts and offerings to take away fin, and to

obtain falvation ; and to truft to his royal power

that they might be kept by it, until they fliould

receive the end of their faith, even the falvation

of their fouls. And we are to infift upon it,

that Jefus is the Chrift, able to fulfill all thofe

2 offices,



SERMON. 409

offices, becaufe he is Jehovah, the Lord God
omnipotent who therefore took flefli and was

made man, that as man's furety he might live

and die for him, making in his life aiid death re-

conciliation for iniquity, and bringing in ever-

lafting righteoufnefs. This was the Lord's doing;

whofe works are like himfelf. They are all in-

finite, and therefore the falvation of our God is

everlaftingly perfect. And it is offered freely in

the gofpel, not to him that worketh, but to him

that believcth, which fliews the rich fulnefs, and

abfolute fufficiency of it. Is not that plainly a

divine liberality, which can make fuch a free

grant as this—Whofoever will let him come and

take the grace of God, and the glory of God
freely. And obferve to w^hom the free grant is

made—To any that will receive it.To any finner,

be he ever fo vile, if he be black as hell, heavy

laden with a burden that would fink thoufands

of thoufands of fouls into tlie bottomlefs pit, la-

bouring under the guilt of lins as numerous as

the fand upon the fea-fliore, to fuch an one is the

word of this falvation fcnr. Ke may come juft

as he is : for all thir.gs are rcr.dy, ready for fin-

ners, yea for the chief, to clcanfe, to juftify, to

fan£tify, to glorify them. Whoever he be, he

that believeth (hall be faved, and fhall be kept

by the power of God through faith, until he

be made a partaker of the eternal falvation o''

God.

T'
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Thus vvc preach Chrift Jefas the Lord, di-

refting finners to look nowhere, but to him

—

" Behold the Lamb of God." Look unto him,
and be ye faved, all ye ends of the earth. And
this is the good news of the gofpel, which after

minifters have experienced th'emfelves, then will

they be able clearly and feelingly to preach it to

others : for then the love of Chrift will conftrain

them. The work of the miniftry may be hard,

the difficulties many and great, but his love in

their hearts will make them willing to do, and

fufFcr any thing for his glory, and for the good
of his people, which is the

Third particular under this head to be confi-

dered. If we mention any thing about ourfelves,

it is to humble felf, and to bring honour to

Jefus—" ourfelves your fervants for Jefus fake."

Li this ordinance of preaching, and in all our

ininifterial labours, we are not lords but fervants,

fervants to our great Lord and Mafter, to whom
we ought always to have an eye, and to whom
we muft give an account ; and fervants alfo to

you, bound to perform every good office, ready

to every work and labour of love, which may
promote your fpiritual and eternal intereft : for

this end we have given up ourfelves to ferve the

Lord Chrift, a;id have devoted ourfelves to your

fervice for his f;:ke ; fo that we ought to refufe

no difficulty or trouble, which his glory or your

profit require of us. But in whatever cafe one

or
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or both thefe ends cannot be promoted, wc are

aaing quite out of charaaer, if we engage in it.

And for this reafon I have not been able to be-

have towards you in the common way of folicit-

ing for your favour. Some have infinuatcd it

was from pride, that I would not go about the

parilh from houfe to houfe canvafling for votes ;

but truly it was aiwther motive. I could not

fee how this could promote the glory of God.

How can it be for the honour of Jefus, that his

minijders, who have renounced fame, and riches,

and eafe, fliould be moft anxious and earned in

the purfuit of thofe very things which they have

renounced ? Surely this would be getting into

a worldly fpirit, as much as is the fpirit of par-

liamenteering. And as this method of canvafiing

cannot be for Jefus fake, fo neither is it for our

honour : it is far beneath our function : nor is it

for your profit. What good is it to your fouls ?

What compliment to your underftandings? Whac

advantage to you in any fliape to be direded and

applied to by every perfon with whom you have

any connexion, or on whom you have any de-

pendence ? Is not this depriving you of the free-

dom of your choice ? Determined by thefe mo-

tives, when my friends of their own accord put

mc up as a candidate, to whom 1 have to this

hour made no application, dire£tly or indirettly,

J left you to yourfelves. If you do choofe mc,

i dcfirc .
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I defire to be your fervant for Jefus fake, and if

you do not, the will of the Lord be done.

From what hath been faid upon the text it

appears, that not felf, but Chrift Jefus the Lord

is to be preached. Our fubje£t matter is his na-

ture, God-man, full bf grace and truth in all his

offices. When God was manifell in the flefh, he

was called Jefus, becaufe he was to fave his

people from their fms, and he was Jefus the

Chrift, chofen to this office in the covenant of

the eternal Three, and confecrated to be the

great teacher and prophet of his church, able

by his word and Spirit to make manifeft the fe

crets of the heart, difcovering to a man his own

fallen ftate, his guilt, and his mifery, and mak-

ing him fo to feel thefe things, as to be forced to

go out of himfelf for falvation ; and alfo to make

manifeft to him, how he may be faved through

faith in the blood and righteoufnefs of a cruci-

fied Saviour, by and in whom alone can be had

forgivenefs of fins, and an inheritance among
them that are fanftificd. Upon this foundation

Jefus is able to eftablilh and ground the foul,

becaufe he has all power in heaven and earth

for that very purpofe : as God-man he reigneth

over all. King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, until

all his enemies be made his footftool. Not one

enemy, not one fin fliall have dominion over

them, who live by the faith of the Son of God ;

yes.
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yea, he will fo rule over them, that they {hall be

preferved from all evil, and he will make all

things work together for their good. And for

the glory of Chrift in thefe his offices he beftows

his bleffings freely, the moft ignorant he teaches,

the greateft finners he juftifies, the moft helplefs

he keeps by his mighty power. He is the Sa-

viour of fuch, not for any merit in them, that is

or can be, but to the praife of his own grace.

He is able to do all this, becaufe he is Jehovah,

to whom all things are poffible, and he does it,

becaufe it is his office, his honour to fave. He
is Jefus, the Saviour, and he is the Chrift, the

confecrated Saviour, in whom dwelleth the ful-

nefs of the Godhead, that he might be able to

fave to the uttermoft, yea, that he might be the

author of eternal falvation. This is the gofpel

which has been preached with fuccefs by many

faithful minifters in this place, whofe names are

ftill remembered with honour, and this gofpel is

to this day preached unto you, and we defire to

deliver it faithfully, that you may receive it pro-

fitably, which brings me to the

Second general head of difcourfe, namely, to

the application to the hearers, which confifts in

receiving the truths delivered. Preaching is the

ordinance of God, which he has appointed,

and by which he a£ts. On which account it is

not an indifferent matter, but is either the favor

of life unto life, or the favor of death unto death ;

there-
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therefore our Lord requires you to take heed,

how you hear. When Chrift is evidently fet

forth in the preaching of the gofpel, My word,

fays he, ftiall not return unto me void, but it

Ihall accomphfh that which I pleafe, and it fliall

profper in the thing vi'hereto I fend it. The

Spirit accompanying it makes it effectual for the

accomplifliing of what the Lord pleafes, and by

his mighty working in the word, faith cometh,

and Chrift is received. The foul, which was

dead, is made alive by the word of life—which

was in darknefs, is enlightened, when the light

of the glorious gofpel fhines into it—which was

in guilt, is acquitted by believing the word of

rightcoufnefs—which was mourning, is made joy-

ful through patience and comfort of the fcrip-

tures-r-which being on the foundation yet could

do nothing to build up itfclf, is edified and built

up by the word of grace in its moft holy faith.

Thus by and in the word the Spirit a£ts, and

Chrift is received into the judgment, the belie-

ver clearly apprehends hint, the confcience is

fatisfied with him, and fees in his life and death

enough to be faved from condemnation, and to

be entitled to heaven, the will choofes him, the

heart embraces him, and the whole man is in-

fluenced to give up himfelf to be governed by the

grace of Jefus, that in fpirituals, in temporals,

for tim.^ and for eternity, Jefus may be ALL, and

in ALL.

Now,
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Now, Sirs, we therefore preach Chrifl: Jefus

ihe Lord, that you may thus receive him, and

be happy in him. We would glorify him in

our preaching, that his Spirit may thus glorify

him in your hearts and lives. And has he

done this for you ? Examine : for it is of

inlfinite moment. What does it fignify to you,

how glorious Chrift is in the eyes of others, if

he be not fo in yours ? how blefied he makes

them, if you be not bleffed in him ? you will be

no better for their views of Chrift, and for their

happinofs in him. O think then, why it is, that

Chiift, who is infinitely, ineftimably, everlaft-

ingly precious, is not precious to you. It is not

becaufe you do not believe ? For the fcripture

declares, " to them that believe he is precious."

And what keeps you under the power of un-

belief.? Is it not written, that the God of this

world blindeth the minds of them that believe

not ? He deludes the judgment and hardens the

heart through the deceitfulnefs of fin, infomuch

that they are content with the pleafurcs of fm,

which, are but for a feafon, and while thefe de-

light, they feel not their want of a Saviour. If

there be any, who hear me now in this dread-

ful cafe, O think how much you will one day

want him ! In the time of diftrefs, when the

law accufes, confcience condemns, and you fee

the wrath of God to be your due, when the

arrows
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arrows of the almighty ftick deep in you, and

his law prefTeth you fore, how exceedingly de-

firable will Jefus the Saviour then be ! But fup-

pofing this day of conviftion never come, yet it

is appointed unto all men once to die : how
will you appear and ftand at God's bar ? "With

fin unpardoned ? Alas I There is then no way

left to efcape—your fentence is upon record—Go
thou curfed into eternal fire, &c. Sirs, before

it be too late think of thefe things, and may

God put it into your hearts fo to think of them,

that you may flee from the wrath to come.

Whenever it fliall pleafe God thus to make

you fenfible of your want of a Saviour, or if he

has already been thus gracious unto you—Re-

member, Sirs, that Jefus Chrift is the Lord Je-

hovah, and that in our nature he has wrought

out a finiflied falvation. Here is your objeft.

The command is—Look unto Jefus, fee in him

all fulnefs dwelling, and for the ufe of fuch fm-

ners as you are. The enemy will try all his

wiles and malice to keep you from Jefus, and

your legal unbelieving hearts will help him migh-

tily : but confider what a free grant he has made

in the gofpel of all the bleflings of his falvation.

He requires no condition of you, wants no qua-

lification in you. Take what he offers. Re-

ceive it, and it is youfs. All is by free gift.

Chrift himfelf is a gift, and fo is grace, righte-

oufnefs, holinefs, and heaven. All good things

are
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are the free gift of God through Jefiis Chrift our

Lord. What can be a greater encouragement ?

The falvation finiflied in all its parts is offered

and made good, not to him that worketh, but

to him that believetli. And therefore whoever

or whatever you arc in your own eyes, yet Jefus

Chrift came into the world to fave fuch. This

is a faithful faying, that he came to fave the

chief of finners. This is worthy to be received.

It has the honourable teftlmony of God himfelf,

and therefore furely you may receive it, and de-

pend upon it. Come, for all things are now
ready ; and you fliall be faved freely by grace

through faith, and that not of yourfelves, it is

the gift of God.

If you are a convinced finner, make what ob-

jedtions you can againft yourfelf, they are all

anfwered in the gofpel. Say, you are a great

fmner, but not fo great as Jefus is a Saviour.

Perhaps you are old in fin, yet his mercies are

from everlafting to everlafting. Suppofe your

fms arc numerous as the ftars, far, infinitely more

are his mercies. Say you are very deep in guilt,

what fcarlet crimfon fins cannot his blood wafti

clean ? If thou hadft all the fins of earth and

hell upon thy guilty foul, yet it is written. He
that believeth fliall bejuftified from all things.

Oh that you may not ftand reafoning againft the

infinite fufiiciency of Jefus to fave. All things

are
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are pofTible to Jefus, and fo are all things pofli--

ble to him that believeth. .Be not faithlefs then,

but believing : may it be given thee to believe

in the only begotten Son of God.

If this be thy happy cafe, and thou art already

a partaker of the precious gift of faith. Jefus

is flill thy obje£l. Look unto him for all things.

They are all treafured up in his fulnefs, and all

received by believing. Thy fafety, thy victories,

thy holy walk, thy comforts and joys, thefe

come unto thee and are enjoyed by faith. He
is thy all perfcft Saviour, and he being thine,

all he has, and all he is, is thine alfo. He has

made them, over to thee in the free grant of the

gofpel, and all the. perfections of the Godhead

ftand engaged to keep thee in poflelTion ofthem :

therefore walk clofe to Chrift, and live up to

thy privileges, and fee thou flop not fhort of any

thing promifed, which will be to his glory, and

to thy comfort. There are unfearchable riches

of grace in Jefus, full authority in Chrift, and

abfolute power in Jehovah to beftow them.

Whatever grace thou wanteft at any time, thou

wilt honour Jefus Chrift the Lord, if thou wilt

by faith live upon him for the receiving it : and

thou wilt infallibly receive it according to thy

faith. Believe in him for fafety, for righteouf-

nefs, for holinefs, for tiappinefs, and as thou

believeft, fo fliall it be done unto .thee thou

(halt
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flialt have all that thou canft afk, yea more than

thou canft think. May this be the happy cafe

of all who hear me to day. If I never ftand up

any more in this place, may we all fo know and

believe in Chrift Jefus the Lord, that we may be

found in that happy number who fliall afcribe

honour and glory, and blefling and power, to Fa-

ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, three perfons in one

Jehovah, to whom be equal praife for ever and

ever. Amen.
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